wenn FREE 


E 


#707 jay 7 
: u 


c 
i 
s 
fe 
a 
ty 
= 
= 
5 
cal 
i 
= 
Ww 
08 
z 
= 
fo 
tn 
Ly 
QO 
a 
bet 
& 
ol 
Oo 
z 


SoTL OU LULL OL ; Cc OV E R 


| 
4 Vuepoint ; 
5 Issues ; 
8 Dyer Straight 

1) Infinite Lives 

Tl Bob The Angry Flower 


a ss $ SD oe | 
EVERY OY CA’ x CH | 


PLAYOEE HOCKEY FSS i | 


AT P LAY C R = 17 Hopscotch 


21 DVD Detective 
WATCH THEM. LIVE! ru oT A ae 
MAY 3 NUEVE DE MAYO FIESTA aa : Tag, you're it // Vue looks at the city's efforts to g 


28 Backlash Blues 
34 New Sounds 
35 Old Sounds 

35 Quickspins 


JUNE 3 = RIG LEROWSKI 37 Queermonton | 
*’. Et 'HT' W 38 Free Will Astrology 


39 Alt.Sex.Column 


wipe out graffiti 


a 7 
ai 


EVENTS LISTINGS 


20 Arts 
23 Film 
26 Music 
37 Events 


= 2 Necessities of Life: A moving : 
= Ei look at a displaced Inuit man, 


(his saturday 
may 9 


S30 am - 530 pm 


Chloe 
I) 


| | | 4) SAPPORO Pints 


REACTION 


2// UP FRONT WUEWEEKLY // MAY7 — MAY 13, 2009 
UNIVERSITY LIBRARY © 
UN {SITY OF ALBERTA 


“Gs 


_ - 


DMON1 ‘ON, AB — Bob Bultock, General 
ger 0 ff Southtown Chrysler, today 
es s for a one-day sales event 

e cars selling for as low as 
69 ts corcaitls event is called the 
‘SlashDOWN Event for the simple fact that 
the p prices on every pre-owned 

_ yehicle will be slashed by $3000 to $6000, 
with some selling for as low as just $69! 
There will be Over 25 vehicles selling for 
under $10,000! The one-day sales event is 
scheduled to take place Saturday, with 
registration starting at 8:00AM. When asked 
what prompted the idea, Bullock explained, 
“Due to an overstock of pre-owned 
inventory resulting from a surge of recent 
late-model trade-ins, our inventory levels 


Bob Bullock, General Manager for 
Southtown Chrysler Jeep Dodge 


are at an all-time high. In order to 
immediately reduce current inventory levels 
we will be slashing posted prices by 
thousands for ONE day only. On Saturday, 
May 9th auto shoppers can expect vehicles 
marked at $25,000 to be slashed below 


used Car prices by 


-. models. 


$14,000, vehicles marked at $12K to be 
slashed down below $8K and vehicles 
marked at $9K to be slashed down below 
$5000 — and of course a few $5000 vehicles 
will be slashed down to the incredible price 


Edmonton Dealer Sends Shockwaves Through Local Community 


oe to sell for $69 this Saturday 


On Saturday, May 9th, Southtown Chrysler will slash down 
: $3500 - $7500, some to just S$69!* 


This SlashDOWN event is the exact 
opposite of an auction, where bidding drives 
prices up. Posted prices will be marked 
down ONE time to a Rock Bottom price that 
will delight auto buyers and eliminate any 


“Whether You’re Just Looking Or Buying... Sick Of What You're 
Driving... Need A Bigger Vehicle... Tired Of Breaking Down... 
Looking For A Loved One... Want To Lower Your Payment - Or 
You're Just Ready For A Change, YOU WON'T WANT TO MISS 

This Unique & Exciting Event Saturday, May Sth 


of just $69. We’re confident that everyone 
will get an incredible deal... and have fun in 
the process!” 

It couldn’t be easier to participate: Simply 
visit Southtown Chrysler Jeep Dodge to 
register and get a sneak-preview of the 
inventory, which will feature almost 200 
vehicles of many different makes and 
“Por those shoppers looking 
exclusively for the $69 cars, you better 
come early, as an offer like this rarely 
happens,” says Bullock. 

Clearly this is no ordinary car sale, and 
everything about this event is designed for 
customers to have a great time and get a 
great deal. On Saturday, musical 
entertainment will be provided - and 
refreshments will be made available for all. 
Bullock asserts, “Everyone will have a 
great time and buyers should drive off with 
a big smile on their face, having saved 
thousands!” 


need to haggle! In short, this event will 
provide buyers the perfect opportunity to 
purchase a quality used car at the lowest 
possible price. 

This event will feature almost 200 pre- 
owned cars, trucks, vans and sport utility 
vehicles, assuring shoppers an excellent 
selection of many different makes and 
models. Customers will be able to choose 
from a wide selection of makes and models 
on hand, including Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, 
Ford, Chevrolet, Toyota, Nissan and more. 
All vehicles will be on display at Southtown 
Chrysler Jeep Dodge with registration 
beginning Thursday May 7, 2009. 

On Thursday, May 7th registration begins at 
8:00AM. At . approximately 11:00AM 
Saturday gates will open, and prospective 
buyers will have been given a personalized 
pass allowing them to inspect the vehicles 
that interest them. At 11:30AM, the slashing 
starts! Slashed down Soh will be posted on 
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Paid Advertisement 


each vehicle, one vehicle at a time. Whoever 
is sitting behind the wheel of the vehicle 
when the price is slashed will be given the 
first opportunity to purchase the vehicle at 
that price. The person sitting in the 
passenger seat has the second opportunity to 
purchase the vehicle at the slashed price, if 
the customer in the driver’s seat passes. 

Those wishing to beat the rush should get 
registered early Thursday at Southtown 
Chrysler Jeep Dodge, located at Whitemud 
& 66 St, Edmonton AB. Customers are 


Southtown Chrysler Jeep Dodge 


encouraged~to bring. a lawn chair for 
personal comfort and dress appropriately for 
weather conditions. 

For further info on Southtown Chrysler Jeep 
Dodge’s $69 Slashdown Event, please call 
Toll-Free 1-800-561-3181. Local callers 
please dial 780-490-3200. The event will be 
held rain or shine. 

*There will be at least 3 cars selling for $69 on May 
9th, 2009. First come, first served. Sale price does not 
include taxes, administration fee, and $100 processing 


fee. Buyers must be at least 18 years old. Limit one $69 
per family. See dealer for details. 
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We tried this before 


SCOTT HARRIS 
// SCOTT@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


hen the housing market in the US 

burst late last year and came per- 
ilously close to bringing down the en- 
tire global financial architecture along 
with it, the one silver lining around an 
otherwise dark cloud was that for the 
first time in a long time there emerged 
a consensus that the decades-long ex- 
periment with less and less regulation 
of corporate behaviour had exposed 
itself as a magnificent failure. 

As more and more Ponzi schemes 
and bankruptcies emerged, politicians 
of all stripes admitted that key sectors 
of the economy likely needed more 
stringent government oversight. The 
federal Conservatives, in one shocking 
example of hypocrisy, trumpeted on 
the world stage the stability of Cana- 
da’'s slightly more-regulated banking 
system, as though they, and not the 
hard work of grassroots organizations 
like Democracy Watch's 15-year-long 
bank accountability campaign, were 
to thank. 

Just eight months later, as govern- 
ments take even the most timid steps 
at stricter regulations that might 
benefit consumers—and we're not ex- 
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actly talking about instituting a global 
Tobin Tax on speculative financial 
transactions here—corporations are 
once again doing what they've always 
done, insisting that they are in the 
best position to self-regulate on be- 
half of consumers. 

In response to a private member's bill 
introduced by NDP MP Jim Maloway 
which would force airlines to compen- 
sate passengers if they are bumped or 
stuck on the tarmac for hours, the Ca- 
nadian airline industry united behind 
its own “consumers’ bill of rights" 
this week. On both sides of the 49th 
parallel major credit card companies 
have announced they will be making 
changes to the terms of outstanding 
balances. By coincidence, an NDP mo- 
tion compelling them to do so passed 
in the House of Commons last week 
and a similar one is currently before 
the US Congress. 

It's hard to believe, with trillions still 
being spent to clean up the mess of self- 
regulation, that anyone would think 
corporations are in a better position 
than governments to set rules in the 
public interest. We've been down this 
road before, and where we ended up is 
in the mess we're all in. It's time to re- 
place the foxes in the henhouse. V 
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: ‘THE OTHER HALF 


onnie Howard's recent article ("Only 
half the vegetarian debate,” Apr 9 - 


: Apr 15, 2009) rings true, but similar to 
3 the media she condemns only looks at 
: half the picture. 


Apparently studies seem to show that 


: vegetarians only get a slight edge on 
: non-vegetarians in the longevity stakes. 
: Someone as knowledgeable as Connie 
: should be aware that when people go 
: veg, they more often than not simply cut 
: out the meat and continue to consume 
: the crap we laughably refer to as food. 
: There is also a tendency to increase the 
: intake of dairy—definitely a severe det- 
: riment to the system. Milk and cheese 
: have been referred to as “liquid meat,” 
: with all the bad stuff in spades, plus 
: more besides. Excessive animal protein 
: makes the body acid, contains IGF, a 
: growth hormone that has been impli- 
: cated many times in the stimulation of 
: cancer cell growth, and has lots of the 
: stuff that makes meat bad in the first 
: place, saturated fat. 


Cancer cannot survive in an alkaline 


: body, but thrives in an acid one. Most 
: people, by the time they reach 60, will 
: have successfully fought off five or six 
: cancers because their immune system 
: is functioning well. There is no reason 
: why, when a sound diet of alkaline pro- 
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ducing, plant-derived protein is adopt- 
ed, that cancer cells cannot continue to 
be destroyed by a well-functioning im- 
mune system. 

We will probably continue to receive 
lots of studies that deny the mountain of 
evidence showing that a plant based diet 
is by far the most superior. Didn't we get 
years of the naysayers casting doubt on 
the subject of tobacco before the truth 
became too obvious to ignore? 

On the subject of crap masquerading 
as food: the carbohydrates that Con- 
nie rightly condemns in the Standard 
American Diet (SAD) are simple carbs 
(not complex), with all the goodness 
removed. Containing little more than 
the equivalent of sugary, salty and fatty 
cardboard—denatured, white starch is 
the reason we have an epidemic of type 
2 diabetes, Check out Dr. Joel Fuhrman's 
best-selling book, Eat to Live, and discov- 
er that we crave empty calories because 
our bodies never receive the required 
nutrients contained in whole foods. His 
entire thesis is premised on the simple 
equation that says, nutrition=nutrients/ 
calories. Up the nutrient value of your 
intake and suppress the calorific con- 
tent to the largest extent possible, it's 
that simple. 

Connie correctly states, "the grain 
industry is anything but green,” but 
for the wrong reasons. The vast ma- 


jority of produce from grain farming 
goes towards feeding animals, and the 
same applies for soy and corn. Also, 
the US grain industry is grossly over 
subsidized by taxpayer dollars to the 
detriment of small farmers, allowing 
US agribusiness to flood the world with 
cheap grain and depress the marke! 
price such that Third World subsistence 
farmers cannot compete. 

Last year the Nobel Prize winning 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) stated that 18 per cent “ 
of all greenhouse gases come from the 
production of animals—more than all 
forms of transportation combined. In 
simple words, going vegetarian (or be! 
ter still vegan) is the single most effe« 
tive thing a person can do to address 
the climate crisis. Sadly it remains the 
inconvenient truth within the Inconv: 
nient Truth, and even Al Gore won't a~ 
knowledge it. 

David Parker 
Vegetarians of Alberta 


—— 


_ CORRECTION 


In the April 30, 2009 issue of V“ 
Weekly, the byline was missing f°" 
a story on the Hanson Brothers. The 
piece should have been credited ‘ 
James Stewart. 


2 CONSULTATIONS 


Does anyone in Alberta real- 
‘that "consultations" and "expert 
ts generated by the provincial 
it are ever anything more than 
whitewash contentious issues 
policies? Yet the govern- 
es to spend millions of dol- 
ublic relations exercises, and 


jective consultations. 5 
The latest supposed information gath- 
ering and public consultation effort 
launched by the government is no differ- 
_ ent. When Albertans responded loudly 
_ and angrily to a proposal from Ontario's 
_ Bruce Power to build up to four nuclear 
reactors in northern Alberta, the gov- 
ernment sought to quell the outcry by 
assuring us that they would not take a 


sition on nuclear power without first 


studying the pros and cons in depth and 
fully consulting the public. 

As always, the first step in this pro- 

~ cess was the appointment of an "expert 
panel” to produce a "comprehensive and 
balanced" research report, which would 
look at the environmental, safety and 
myriad other issues related to nuclear 
power generation. 

Unfortunately, the panel itself was nei- 
ther comprehensive nor balanced. The 
panel is chaired by Harvie Andre, a former 
Conservative MP who remains closely 
allied with pro-nuclear Conservatives, in- 
cluding Stephen Harper. Also on the panel 
is John Luxat, who is a past president of 
the Canadian Nuclear Society, and a cur- 
rent board member of Atomic Energy of 
Canada Limited (AECL). Rounding out the 
panel are Joseph Doucet, an energy policy 
professor from the University of Alberta, 
and Harrie Vredenburg, a prof from the 
University of Calgary who has done work 
in the past for energy companies holding 
a direct stake in Bruce Power. 

Missing from the panel were any en- 
vironmental researchers, any health 
professionals and generally anyone who 
might be critical or provide a different 
Perspective to that being presented by 
the nuclear industry. In fact, when Dr. 
Helen Caldicot, one of the world's lead- 
ing researchers on the health impacts of- 
nuclear energy, was in Alberta recently 
she offered to meet with Harvie Andre 
and the entire panel, but her offer was 


_ er issues of importance to the co 


-refused by panel chair Andre. 

The panel"finally released its long- 
awaited report to the public at the end 
of March. As was expected given the 
composition of the panel, the report was 
also neither comprehensive nor balanced, 
This is even less surprising when one con- 
siders that the organizations contracted 
to prepare the report were the Idaho 
Nuclear Laboratory (INL), a researcher, 
builder and operator of nuclear reactors, 
and'the Alberta Research Council, which 
has signed a signed memorandum of un- 
derstanding with INL to explore uses of 
nuclear power in the tar sands. 

The panel's report heavily downplayed 
the environmental and health impacts 
of nuclear energy, focusing instead on 
nuclear energy as a Low-carbon-emis- 
sion source of electricity. To achieve 
that claim, the report ignores the full 
life-cycle emissions of nuclear power, 
which includes mining and transpor- 


tation. There was no mention in-the. 


report of peer-reviewed studies from 
Germany citing higher cancer rates in 
children living near nuclear plants, nor 
was there mention of the issue of ra- 
dioactive emissions from reactors, in- 
cluding tritium. The risk assessment in 
the report was based on a small 800 
megawatt reactor, despite the fact that 
what is being proposed in Alberta is up 
to 4000 megawatts of generation. The 
costs of nuclear generation were also 
downplayed, focusing only on the direct 


costs of generation and not including . 


the full life-cycle costs of plants, includ- 
ing construction and decommissioning. 
These are the costs that have Ontario 
citizens still paying a premium on their 
monthly electricity bills to subsidize 
their nuclear power plants, which have 
never actually run at anywhere near 
100 per cent of capacity. 

The Pembina Institute recently released 
a report highlighting that all of Alberta's 
future electricity needs could be met by 
renewable electricity generation. Inter- 
estingly, the panel's report fails to con- 
sider this research, and seems focused on 
the need for increasing non-renewable 
capacity. Finally, the report focuses on 
existing reactors and completely ignores 
the fact that the reactors proposed for 
Alberta have never been used anywhere 
before and have had numerous problems 
in their development phase. 

In short, the panel's research report 


Issues is a forum for individuals and organizations to comment on current events and broad- 


i mmunity. Their commentary is not necessarily the opini 
_ of the organizations they represent or of Vue Weekly. —s — 


other content ; 
ther phony consultation 


reads like a public relations document 
for nuclear power that would make Mr. 
Burns of The Simpsons proud. 


The government is now using this re- 
port as the foundation for its public 
consultation exercise. The consultation 
consists of a workbook that can be filled 
out either online or in print, and returned 
to the government. Because it's based 
on the findings of the panel, however, 
the information and questions in the 
workbook suffer from the same lack of 
information. The leading nature of the 
questions is also problematic. Questions 
designed to highlight Alberta's future en- 
ergy needs, compare nuclear emissions 
to coal emissions and reassure Albertans 
that radiation emissions would be within 
international guidelines make It clear 
what the government hopes to get from 
this survey. 

The other aspect of the consultation 
is a_by-invitation-only series of focus 
groups to talk through these-issues and 
gather opinions from Albertans. The gov- 
ernment claims to have selected this op- 
tion instead of public town hall meetings 
because the town hall process tends to 
bring out people with strong opinions 
about the issue. Instead, the government 
wants to hear from "average" Albertans. 

Ultimately, it was clear from the initial 
appointment of the expert panel how 
this process was going to end up. An- 
other contentious issue, another phony 
consultation, another case of the govern- 
ment doing what they want while ignor- 
ing the wishes of Albertans. 

Nuclear energy is an issue that demands 
public discussion, input and dialogue. It is 
an issue that requires an understanding 
of all the risks and implications. To tackle 
this Issue by way of a glorified public re- 
lations campaign and consultations with 
predetermined results is an insult to 
Albertans, and does significant damage 
to the public interest. Let them know 
you see through it. Let them know you 
demand real information and research. 
And let them know that you are far too 
concerned with your health and environ- 
ment to let them slip this one through as 
they have with so many others. W 


Ricardo Acufia is executive director of the 
Parkland Institute, a non-partisan public 


‘policy research institute housed at the 


University of Alberta. 
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PROVINCE // FUNDING FOR MUNICIPALITIES 


Tories kill city bill 
Private member's bill would have 
seen cities get share of income tax 


SAMANTHA POWER 
/] SAMANTHA@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Meerinie ree emer = 


Iberta’s cities and towns lost an 

opportunity at greater financial 
Security this week when an opposi- 
tion private member's bill that would 
have seen a more stable stream of 
money from the province was defeat- 
ed in the Alberta legislature. 

Bill 204, introduced by Liberal MLA 
Laurie Blakeman, proposed a broader 
tax-sharing agreement between the 
cities and the province to address the 
continued social infrastructure defi- 
cit faced by Alberta's urban centres 
But after debate on everything from 
addressing homelessness to cover- 
ing building operating hours, the bill 
was defeated by a decisive 31-7 vote 
on second reading, 

Blakeman said she had hoped to 
start a much-needed debate on ad- 
dressing the relationship the prov- 
ince has with its municipalities. 
“The municipalities have picked up a 
lot of the workload the province has 
left behind,” she explained. 

During debate on the bill, legisla- 
tive members brought up continued 
pressures, from housing to transpor- 
tation, which municipalities across 
the province continue to struggle 
with. NDP MLA Rachel Notley point- 
ed to the downloading of costs onto 
cities, without a corresponding in- 
crease in revenue. 

“The biggest source of revenue for 
most municipalities is the property 
tax, but there is a limit with respect to 
how much revenue can be brought in 
through that mechanism,” she said. 
"While that limit is in place, the mu- 
nicipalities themselves have a grow- 
ing demand for services placed upon 
them not only from the federal gov- 
ernment through its 15 years of down- 
loading services onto municipalities 
but also through the provincial gov- 
ernment and also through their own 
population, which, quite importantly, 
are becoming imereasingly engaged 
in their municipal politics." 

Property tax does not respond to in- 
creasing citizen incomes or an increas- 
ing population base, whereas personal 
income tax, which the province relies 
on, does. Blakeman’s bill would have 
dedicated 2.5 per cent of personal in- 
come tax collected from the province 
to go towards municipalities’ operat- 
ing budgets—similar to a move in- 
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troduced in Manitoba that sees four 
percent of all provincial income tax 
dedicated to municipalities. 

"In the past when the government 
does give them money, it's tied to a 
certain project,” Blakeman said. "It 
doesn't give them the flexibility to 
create their own projects or really as- 
sess their own needs.” 

But the minister in charge of munic- 
ipalities disagreed with Blakeman's 
assessmrent. Minister Ray Danyluk 
quoted the implementation of the 
Municipal Sustainability Initiative, 
a 10-year program meant to dedicate 
over $1.4 billion to municipalities on 
a grant-based system. With the cre- 
ation of that program in 2007, over 
$900 million has been dedicated to 
capital projects in cities. But even 
that money has fallen: the 2009 bud- 
get cycle saw a drop of over $300 mil- 
lion in funds going to cities. 

“It's not capital projects we want to 
look at,” Blakeman argued, pointing 
to the need for the province to cover 
the operating costs of cities. “We 
can build buildings, but who will 
operate them? Who will clean them? 
It's these costs that need to be ad- 
dressed. Municipalities have picked 
up a lot of the services the province 
has left behind, and when two-thirds 
of our population lives in cities, it’s 
important to work out a relationship 
between the province and the city 
that works for all Albertans.” 

During the cost-cutting of the 
Klein era in the ‘90s, cities went 
from earning the majority of their 
income through provincial transfer 
to being mere dependent on proper- 
ty taxes to fund municipal services, 
from maintaining urban parks to 
building new roads. 

Blakeman said her bill was an at- 
tempt at create a debate about how 
to build a new framework to guide 
where the money collected by gov- 
ernment goes in order to ensure 
everyone has access to the services 
they expect. 

"There is only one taxpayer to 
draw from, and considering that, 
this redistribution is the fairest way 
to ensure all levels of government 
can deliver the services they need 
to, without overtaxing the citizen,” 
Blakeman said. 

With the bill failing on second read- 
ing, that debate will have to wait for 
another session. V 
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CITY // GRAFFITI MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 


Cloak and taggers 


_ As the city enters its second year trying to ‘wipe out' graffiti, 
Vue asks if the zero-tolerance approach is the right way to go 


SCOTT HARRIS 
// SCOTT@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


B: when he was a young teenager 
growing up in the northside of the 
city, Clay Lowe would wander down 
from his family home near CN's Yeliow- 
head Line to watch the trains’roll in. It 
wasn't trainspotting he was interested 
in, though, it was the graffiti that CN 
brought from all over North America, 
like a rolling gallery of street art, right 
to his doorstep. 

“It was mostly the train yards where 
I saw the cool stuff. I was seeing stuff 
coming out from the East Coast and 
from the States and up from Vancouver, 
too,” Lowe recalls. 

The pieces he saw on the trains in- 
spired Lowe to dig deeper into the art 
of graffiti, seeking out films like Beat 
Street and Wild Style, and he began to 
notice the art already on the walls in his 
own community. 

“Then I just started playing around 
with it—it was just sort of a natural 
thing. I would just fool around with 
tags and try to fool around with spray 
paint,” he continues. "I ended up con- 
necting with other hip-hop foiks, and 
really what we were doing was contrib- 
uting to the graffiti scene here in town 
when some of the older dudes were 
still around, but some of them had 
gone travelling and they were paint- 
ing overseas in Asia and whatnot. So 
we were just keeping some things alive 
here in town.” 

Some of those older dudes were re- 
sponsible for work on the stretch of wall 
along the LRT tracks north of down- 
town, where some of the city's classic 
graffiti pieces of the ‘80s and ‘90s were 
put up—pieces that are now gone, cov- 
ered up with squares of beige and grey 
after the city introduced its new Graffiti 
Management Program last spring. 

“I mean, they painted over the Lizard 


King’s mural,” Clay says, referring to 
one of the most recognizable pieces 
on the LRT route, the exasperation evi- 
dent in his voice. “It's been there since 
the ‘80s! Isn't that sad? For that history 
and that sense of identity for all people 
to be painted over without any sort of 
civic engagement or discussion about 
it, I think that’s a problem. By painting 
over that I think it does erase a sense of 
Edmonton's identity. It seems totally 
counterintuitive to me.” 


The city is mow entering its second year 
ofan integrated strategy to "wipe out” the 
kind of illicit art that so inspired Lowe 
more than a decade ago and set him on 
the course towards a career in art and 
design and his current position on staff 
with the Art Gallery of Alberta. 

On April 1, 2008 the update to Com- 
munity Standards Bylaw 14600 took 
effect, requiring property owners in the 
city to promptly remove graffiti from 
their property or face $250 fines, as part 
of a nearly million dollar annual strat- 
egy developed by the city to deal with 
what it perceived as a growing problem 
with graffiti. 

“There was a feeling within the city, 
complaints to council, that they were 
seeing increased amounts of graffiti 
across the city, and | think there was 
pressure from citizens and council to 
really take stock of what was happening 
in the city and really get it under con- 
trol," explains Sharon Chapman, the 
city's graffiti project manager. 

In addition to putting increased onus 
on property owners to take a more ac- 
tive and immediate role in removing 
graffiti with the consolidated bylaw—a 
quick-removal strategy Chapman says 
is key to reducing graffiti in the city 
because it discourages graffiti writers 


from returning—the Graffiti Manage- ~ 


ment Program (GMP) also offered finan- 
cial support and graffiti clean-up kits to 


businesses in six dedicated "graffiti free 
zones" across the city’s electoral wards. 

"There was recognition that it isn’t the 
property owners’ fault, so we needed 
to put some programs and supports in 
place to support those property own- 
ers," Chapman explains. 

The city also stepped up efforts to get 
rid of graffiti on city property, includ- 
ing launching a graffiti removal van 
to more quickly remove graffiti from 
public surfaces. The GMP also strength- 
ened enforcement efforts, hiring two 
bylaw enforcement officers and work- 
ing more closely with constables from 
the Edmonton Police Service focused 
specifically on tackling graffiti. 

Chapman calls the first year of the 
program a success, pointing to the 
more than 83 000 square feet of graf- 
fiti painted over or cleaned off walls, 
including some 10 000 square feet 
removed from private property in the 
target areas. The city, which now has 
a database to track graffiti in the city, 
logged 1125 complaints about graf- 
fiti from Edmontonians last year, while 
handing out just nine standing tickets 
for violations. 

This year the city will spend another 
$950 000 to expand the program—two- 
thirds of which will go to support prop- 
erty owners and community groups in 
removing graffiti from private property. 

"Last year, a lot of the components 
were run on a pilot basis, and some of 
those have been expanded for this year 
and we are making all the supports 
available city-wide," Chapman says. 
“Last year we had graffiti removal kits, 
we've enhanced those with some actual 
removal products; they were focusing 
mainly on paint-over last year, so we're 
calling it a graffiti clean-up kit this year. 
We in 2008 focused on just six graffiti- 
free zones, which were our pilot areas, 
we've now changed it to the commer- 
cial cleaning program which is now 


available city-wide to property owners, 
they can now receive city-wide up to 
$500 in support to remove graffiti from 
their property.” 

While Chapman says efforts to in- 
volve community groups in graffiti 
removal and support for murals in the 
city through the "Giants of Edmonton" 
initiative show the city isn't relying 
solely on enforcement, she does admit 
that eliminating unsanctioned graffiti 
is the main emphasis. 

"The focus of the program right now, 
honestly, is on the removal because 
that’s where the impetus for the pro- 
gram did come, but I think it's a bigger 
problem and I think that we're looking 
at those factors and trying to move for- 
ward as best we can.” 


But while the city hails the GMP—part 
of the broader strategy of the Capital 
City Clean Up, which also targets urban 
blight like litter—as a success, artists in 
the community say the whole get-tough 
approach of declaring that all unsanc- 
tioned graffiti is a scourge that needs to 
be "managed" or "wiped out" is simply 
the wrong perspective to start from. 

"There is no distinction between good 
and bad, it’s just that any kind of mark 
in the public space is somehow graf- 
fiti and must somehow be removed," 
argues local muralist lan Mulder, who 
in 2007—just when graffiti was being 
pointed to as a growing problem in the 
city—collaborated with the iHuman 
Society on the State of the Art program, 
bringing together young graffiti artists 
to hone their skills in the art form. He's 
also the artist behind the Giants of Ed- 
monton project. 

Mulder argues that the approach over 
the last year of fining property owners 
unless they clean up graffiti, no matter 
its artistic merits, has actually made the 
city less attractive. 

“The end result is not that we have a 
more beautiful city—no, we have a se- 
ries of business owners that because it's 
cheaper and easier in avoidance of the 
fine will just take some mistinted paint 
and just cover up the letters and you get 
this splotch of paint. And the city’s try- 
ing to do things, helping you learn to 
match the paint and this kind of thing, 


but who's going to do that? Not many 
people,” he says. 

"Even though things like public utility 
boxes—these ugly grey things—why 
can't they be tagged or decorated i; 
some fashion?" Mulder asks. "It’s about 
control. That's the ultimate thing. They 
would prefer the ugliness of this pain‘ 
ed over, blotchy thing to the kind of an 
archy that's suggested by some colour 
ful and potentially beautiful tags. It's an 
attempt to sterilize a city. It's part of a 
broader issue about how space in cities 
is allocated and used and perceived." 

Mulder says Edmonton, a city he de- 
scribes as “one of the ugliest cities any- 
where, full of wonderful people, but 
ugly as sin,” would benefit greatly from 
more people being given the opportu- 
nity to participate more actively in how 
their urban environment looks. 

"Ultimately I think cities are made more 
interesting by the more voices that are 
heard, so I would be very much in favour 
of creating more spaces in the city where 
people can write political messages and 
can create a dialogue in the streets," he 
says. "If | can posit one thing about graffi- 
tiit's that it's interesting. I know interest- 
ing doesn't have a dollar value, but I think 
that's the difference between banality 
and depth of character, of personality. It's 
defined as decay, it’s defined typically 
by the powers-that-be as a problem, and 
that's maybe the problem. We should 
maybe start to look at it as this great un- 
tapped resource of people willing to do 
interesting things. Because! think almost 
anyone, even the people in charge, would 
suggest there is such a thing as beautiful 
work and interesting graffiti and I think 
the more ways that we can find to enable 
people in that the better.” 

But Jim Taylor, the executive director 
of the Downtown Business Association 
argues that it's not about the artistic 
merit of the works, it's about where it's 
being put. 

"I think graffiti's a problem if the 
people who own the canvas think it's 
a problem,” Taylor argues. “The firs! 
reason graffiti is a problem is it's some 
body presupposing that they can im 
pose their art, if that’s what they feel it 
is, on somebody else's private propery: 
I think that there's also people who just 
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While Taylor says he's seen a signifi- 
cant decrease in the amount of graffiti 
in the downtown and applauds the bal- 
ance the city has struck between com- 
pelling property owners to be proactive 
about graffiti while supporting their 
efforts through funding and other as- 
sistance, he's also in favour of calls to 
give gtaffiti artists more opportunities 
to legally pursue their art. 

"Maybe it's the city’s responsibility to 
find more city spaces where we can put 
up canvases for graffiti where people 
can go and tag, because some of it is 
very good," he admits. 


Encouraging more legal venues in the 
city where graffiti artists can create 
more elaborate works of art—called 
legal or free walls—is a major focus for 
Kristy Trinier, the public art director 
with the Edmonton Arts Council, who 
sits on the city's graffiti management 
committee. She argues that any graffiti 
program that doesn't pair enforcement 
with legal options will ultimately fail. 

Edmonton currently has just one legal 
wall, a 140-foot stretch next to the LRT 
tracks near 105 Avenue and 95 Street. 
it was developed in 2002 through the 
Works program as a graffiti-style mu- 
ral (the lead artist was Clay Lowe), but 
has since become more of a legal wall, 
with new pieces being painted over 
older ones in the natural evolution that 
is part and parcel of graffiti culture. 
The 109 Street pedestrian corridor, 
which Trinier stresses is not a formal 
legal wall, also has graffiti that is not 
removed by the city. 

Trinier says that the public art master 


plan passed by city council in 2008 calls 
for more legal spaces for graffiti, and 
while no new legal walls are expected 
this year, she hopes the year after to 
make progress towards her ultimate 
goal of adding between two and five 
legal walls a year as part of a more re- 
alistic and comprehensive approach to 
graffiti management. 

"I would say that to say that graffiti is 
illegal is like declaring a war on terror 
or drugs. It's not possible to actually 
succeed in eliminating graffiti because 
of graffiti’s history. The word graffiti 
comes from a Latin origin which means 
to scrape away to reveal something be- 
low, and people have been practising it 
since the beginning of time,” she says. 
"There is a natural desire for people to 
communicate with others in the public 
sphere which cannot be controlled by 
bylaws exclusively. So that’s why I feel 
it's important to have some legal sites 
within a city that are facilitated, and 
have places where you can go out and 
do it if you want to, or learn about it so 
thatit's not just associated with a crimi- 
nalized behaviour.” 

While Trinier wants to see more 
legal walls for graffiti artists, she ar- 
gues that it does take considerable 
time and planning to find appropri- 
ate sites which will be used and are 
safe for all involved. 

But she also doesn't see illegal pieces 
ever completely going away, no matter 
what initiatives the city puts in place. 

"] think that there will always be ille- 
gal or subversive art in any city and it's 
something that would be healthy. A 
community that doesn’t have any sub- 
versive communication in its bound- 
aries means that it's really, really con- 
trolled, hyper-controlled. If you didn't 


see anything it would be the indication 
of a really top-down control of an ur- 
ban sphere and that would be of con- 
cern to me as someone who supports 
artists and the freedom of artists," she 
says, before adding, "but it’s kind of a 
fine line, because private property is 
private property. If you're an artist and 
you're doing something on somebody 
else's property you know that’s not 
your given right to do so." 


Clay Lowe argues that legal or not, 
graffiti is an important art form with 
its own culture and dynamics that has 
to be recognized as an integral part of 
Edmonton's urban landscape, and nur- 
tured and explored rather than vilified. 

He argues that graffiti has natural 
ebbs and flows as artists come to and 
leave the city, and that things were 
actually relatively quiet just when 
graffiti was becoming a major politi- 
cal issue. He also cautions that trying 
to “manage” graffiti by wiping it out 
isn’t the way to go, in part because 
it replaces high-quality pieces with 
quicker and lower-quality forms like 
tags, which carry less risk of arrest. 
Trying to eliminate graffiti can also, 
he warns, create a backlash. 

"People are pissed about it. You get 
some of these younger writers and 
they're like, ‘You're covering up all 
our stuff,’ and now instead of wanting 
to put up a piece, I just want to tag it or 
line it or do something shitty onit just 
to remind you that we're here rather 
than do something good and expres- 
sive and build on an artistic milieux 
or an artistic community that's form- 
ing naturally.” 

Lowe argues that in addition to things 
like free walls to give graffiti artists 


public options for their art, the city 
should be focusing on helping improve 
the quality of graffiti in the city through 
partnerships with the arts community 
and graffiti artists themselves. 

"I think definitely nurturing pro- 
grams within the youth centres for 
sure, the drop-in centres. Just offer- 
ing art as programming,” he suggests. 
"Where graffiti is seen as a problem, 
like the messy tags, the reason they're 
doing that is because they're try- 
ing to emulate really nice stuff, but 
they don't know how to do it yet. So 
if they're given some of the skills and 
maybe materials to work on some of 
that stuff and the education to under- 
stand that you have options with graf- 
fiti—you can put it on canvases, you 
can put it on websites, you can take 
photos of it and post it internation- 
ally, you can travel to conventions, 
there's other options.” 

Most of all, says Lowe, the city needs 
to recognize that graffiti is a legitimate, 
vibrant and global form of expression. 

"Graffiti promotes all the great things 
that a city wants to promote about it- 
self—it does that naturally with colour 
and shape and texture and line and 
environment and architecture—all 
those exciting things that a city wants 
to become, graffiti has always tried to 
do that," he says. 

"It's an art form of our time, and I 
think it's time Edmonton gets on board 
and recognizes that. This is a move- 
ment that I think is very important in 
art history, and I’m sure there's a lot of 
art theorists, historians and cultural 
critics that would agree. I think cover- 
ing it up is not going to help because it 
really is an identified movement across 
the world, it’s international." V 
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Making Moldova vanish 


Generational split has Moldovans divided between 
joining Romania and remaining a Russian enclave 


Most people have trouble finding Mol- : 
dova on a map, and it isn't getting any : 
easier. A growing number of people are : 


dedicated to making the country 
vanish from the map—and most 
of them are Moldovans. 

It began when about 15 000 
people, almost all of them 
yourlg, came out onto the 
streets in Chisinau, the capi- 
tal, a month ago to protest 
against the outcome of the re- 
cent election. They claimed it had 


been stolen by the Communist Party, but : 
that wasn't their only complaint. When : 
the scene turned ugly on April 7 and the : 
crowd stormed both the parliament and : 
the president's offices, many of them : 
were chanting "We are Romanians” and : 
: of the population in both Romania and 


carrying Romanian flags. 


The buildings were looted and partly : 
burned, and President Vladimir Voron- : 
in's government arrested several hun- : 
dred of the rioters (although almost : 
all have now been released). He also : 
accused Romania of backing the pro- : 
testers, expelled its ambassador and im- : 
posed visa requirements for Romanians. : 
In reply, Romania's President Traian Bas- 5 
escu declared that he would not toler- : 
ate a “new Iron Curtain," and changed : 
Romanian law to give Moldovans easy : 
: far side of the Black Sea? 


access to Romanian citizenship. 


Since Moldova is Europe's poorest : 
country and Romania is a member of : 
the European Union, a Romanian pass- : 
port that allows visa-free travel to all : 
27 EU countries is a very attractive as- : 
set. Moldova already has one-third of its : 
working-age population working in EU : 
countries (mostly illegally), and depends : 
on their remittances for over a third of : 


its national income. 

The Romanian embassy in Chisinau has 
received 650 O00 applications for citi- 
zenship, says President Basescu, 
many of them covering several 


quarter of the total popula- 
tion) have already decided to 
seek Romanian citizenship. 

Vladimir Turcanu, a member 
of parliament for Moldova's rul- 
ing Communist Party, told the BBC 


citizenship is a way to assimilate the Re- 
public of Moldova. We see it as a threat 
to the statehood, a threat to the integri- 
ty and sovereignty of our country.” He is 
quite right, but it's likely that a majority 


Moldova see that as a good idea. 


demned the Romanian action. There are 
still Russian troops in a breakaway part 


Republic,” that illegally declared its inde- 
pendence in 1990. Are we heading for 
another confrontation like the Russian- 
Georgian one that exploded into war last 
year, only this time right on the borders 
of the European Union instead of on the 


Probably not, although the situation 


is both tangled and fraught. For one : 
: ing is easy and theory doesn't work. This 
: one will run and run. W 

common border with Russia. For an- : : 
: Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
: pendent journalist whose articles are 
: published in 45 countries. His column op 
: pears each week in Vue Weekly. 


thing, landlocked Moldova, sandwiched 
between Romania and Ukraine, has no 


other, the pressure to unite Moldova 
and Romania comes mainly from within 
Moldova itself, although most Roma- 
nians feel sympathy with it. Because, as 


people. He suggests that up : 
to one million Moldovans (a : 


: the rioters succinctly put it, most Mo} 
? dovans really are Romanians. 


: Moldova, also known as Moldavia o, 


: Bessarabia, was one of many former Ba\ 
: kan principalities that re-emerged from 
¢ Turkish rule as the Russian empire drove 


: the Ottoman empire south in the course 
: of the 19th century. Most got theiy 
: independence, including what is now 
: Romania—but Moscow decided to keap 
: Moldova even though it had always been 
} Romanian-speaking. After the Russian 
i revolution in 1917 Moldova did manage 
$ to unite with Romania for a couple of de 

= cades, but the Soviet Union took it back 

: as part of the Nazi-Soviet pact of 1939 


There was a good deal of delibera) 


: Russification in the following Becades, 
= and the narrow, industrialized, densely 
: populated strip east of the Dniester Riy 

+ er (Transdnistria") wound up with a two 
: thirds majority of Russian- and Ukrai- 
: nian-speakers. After the Soviet Union 
: collapsed in 1991 they fought a small civil 
: war and broke away from Moldova, fea 

: Ing that the Romanian-speaking majorit 

: in the rest of the country would unite 


with Romania. 
That didn't happen: the European Unio: 


: wasn't Interested in expanding that fa 

: east, and Romania didn't want to sabo 

: tage its own chances of joining. But.no 

: Romania is safely in the EU, so that is no 

: longer a consideration—and things are 

: getting rough in Moldova. 

that "This mass granting of Romanian : 

: anny. It is an elected government that is 

: communist in name only, and the mos 

: recent election was certified free and 

: fair by observers from the Organization 

: for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

: Older people, nostalgic for the stability 

= of the Soviet past, vote Communist be 
Moldova was part of the old So- : 

viet Union, and Russia has already con- ; 

: people have left the country in search 

> of work. 

of Moldova, the so-called Transdnistrian : 

: but the split is really more generational 

: than political, with younger Moldovans 

? believing their future would be brighter 

: as.Romanians. In theory, the solution is 

> easy: let Moldova west of the Dniester 

¢ Join Romania, leaving the Slavic majority 

; in "Transdnistria” to become another out- 

: lying enclave of Russia. 


The Moldovan governmentis nota tyr 


cause they think their pensions will be 
safe—and a high proportion of younger 


The protesters claimed electoral fraud, 


But this is "post-Soviet space," so noth- 
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stay calm 


ecaution is always wise, make 
remedy isn't worse than the flu 


| think it's safe to say we're all sick of — 
being warned about the coming pan- : 
demic of the new strain of the H1N1 : 
virus. A new hybrid with genes from : 
human, avian and swine flu viruses, it's : 
newly transmittable between humans, : 
and we have little or no immunity to it. : 
So wash your hands, they keep saying, : 
because like the devastating 1918 flu, : 


it's reaching young and old. Be 
ready for a wildfire. Be afraid, 
but not too afraid. 

But aside from the fact that 
there are more potent pro- 
tections than washing our 
hands, the 1918 pandemic 
(once thought to be swine 
flu and now known to have 
been a strain of bird flu), started 


among soldiers in the squalor of the : 
front, where exhaustion, malnutrition : 
and enormous stress surely left them : 
immune compromised. Soldiers then : 
carried the virus to equally fatigued, : 
malnourished, stressed and grieving : 
communities at home. It's not surprising : 
= sions, nausea, vomiting, headaches, dizzi- 


it spread like wildfire. 


That's not to say we shouldn't pay at- : 
tention to the new virus—precaution : 
is always wise. But there's precaution, : 
and there's precaution. And there's : 
the use of fear to prepare the pub- : 
lic for mass vaccination and antiviral : 
drug programs—in 2006, the World : 
Health Organization (WHO) issued an : 
international call for all nations to in- : 
crease public demand for annual flu : 
shots as the main strategy to prepare : 
for a flu pandemic. Now the WHO : 
has announced that researchers and : 
Manufacturers are poised to start ona : 
swine-flu vaccine. Which would be fine 
if vaccines weren't such a muddy issue. : 

Within months of the nationwide vac- = 
cine program in the US for the 1976 : 
swine flu outbreak there were 30 : 
vaccine-Induced deaths from Guillain- : 
Barre syndrome, the same paralyzing = 
nerve disease linked to Gardasil reac-: 
tions. Hundreds more went on to de- : 
velop non-fatal but paralyzing forms of = 
the disease. And then the vaccine pro- : 
gram was cancelled, and the epidemic: : 
5 operated by US meat giants are breed- 


‘ever happened. 


But that was a relatively benign strain : 
experts are saying, this one : 
could be different. Could be, or not. Vi- : 


of virus, 


Sf, 


ruses mutate to survive, which means 
they tend to mutate to become less vir- 
ulent rather than more so—they can't 
survive in a dead host. 


I'll be months before a new swine-flu 
vaccine is ready for public use. So, to 

be ready for major outbreaks, 12.5 mil- 
lion doses of antiviral drugs (Tamiflu and 
Relenza) have been released from 
government stockpiles—stock- 
piles with limited shelf life 
purchased for billions of dol- 
lars in 2005 in anticipation of 
the bird flu. 

Tamiflu, which reduces the 
duration of flu symptoms by 
a whopping 1.5 days and actu- 
ally increases the risk of secondary 
bacterial infections, has been extremely 
problematic with respect to adverse reac- 
tions. A warning was issued in 2006 after 
25 people had died, and hundreds more 
were having hallucinations and injuring 
themselves, and experiencing respira- 
tory failure, heart palpitations, convul- 


ness, coughing and fatigue—all of which 
sounds very much like a bad flu to me. 

New strains of viruses aren't new. 
Projections of millions of deaths from 
bird flu a few years ago amounted to 
under 300 deaths worldwide since 
2003. Lightning strikes kill many more 
than that each year, and malaria kills 
thousands every single day. 

And excessive caution comes with risks 
that go beyond treatment and vaccine 
risks. Instituting border controls has 
the potential to disrupt world trade and 
worsen the current recession—severely 
disrupted food, energy and medical sup- 
ply chains would have serious conse- 
quences. 

But there is, despite what theyre tell- 
ing us, a reason to avoid pork tender- 
loin—not because eating it carries risk 
of infection, but because mass avoidance 
of it would discourage the practice of 
factory farming. (Something vegetarians 
and consumers of organic mixed farm- 
ing products have been working on for 
a while.) Massive industrial hog farms 


ing grounds for disease, pollute our earth 
and turn out inferior quality food. Every 
step away from them Is a good one. W 
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Join us, FREE of charge, in Edmonton : 


When: Monday, May 11th at 7 pm OR 
Tuesday, May 12th at 2:30 pm 
Where: Annunciation Church (9420 - 163 St) 


Space is limited; please RSVP 
by e-mail: taxwatch.dts@gmail.com 
or phone (toll free): 1 (877) 829-7771 


Cannot attend? Free Eligibility Assessment available 
(online or phone): 


www.disabilitytaxcredit.ca 
(or call: 1 -877-TAX-7771) 
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NATIONAL // MISSING ABORIGINAL WOMEN AND GIRLS 


Missing and missed 


Report shines light on epidemic of missing Aboriginal women in Canada 


JAN BUTERMAN 
// BUTERMAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Iberta doesn't provide much of an 

advantage for nearly one in five of 

all cases related to missing or murdered 
Aboriginal women and girls. 

A newly updated report, Our Sisters in 

Spirit, a research, education and policy 


initiative of the Native Women's Asso- 
ciation of Canada (NWAC), describes 
the life stories of many of these women, 
bringing the voices of those absent back 
to brief, vibrant life. 

Since 2000, NWAC has compiled a 
database of the missing Aboriginal 
women and girls, and has found that 
over half of the 520 individuals in their 


database are under the age of 30, with 
the majority of cases from Western 
Canada. The report describes the num- 
bers involved as “disturbing.” 

The report's methodology is somewhat 
unique: families share stories with re- 
searchers who structure the interviews, 
yet allow for collaboration to shape the 
story of the life they describe. Instead 
of dry statistics, readers see real people 
through the eyes of those closest to them. 

The report also notes that the NWAC 
database of missing and murdered 
women and girls—relying on informa- 
tion found in public spheres such as 
media reports and police alerts—likely 
falls short of reflecting the actual num- 
bers of those missing or murdered. 
NWAC explains, "Cases presented in 
the public domain reflect only incidents 
that are a) reported to police/media, b) 
acknowledged by police/media and c} 
publicized by police/media. Cases that 
fail to meet these separate but related 
conditions are generally not reflected 
in our research results." 

The report adds that many Aborigi- 
nal families may be reluctant to con- 
tact authorities, and that even when a 
case is known by police, media do not 
necessarily report the case to their au- 
diences. The stories themselves are in- 
troduced with the note that in three of 
the cases presented, the families “had 
to convince police that their loved ones 
were indeed missing.” 


More Talk & T; 
ex 
Combo Contains 


Unlimited Me. i 
ssagi : 
(Text and Picture) ng 


Up to 300 Anytime Minutes 
Spm Evenings & Weekends? . 


In a sad indictment of Canadians, 
Gwenda Yuzicappi spoke of her daugh- 
ter Amber Redman’s story: "I believe 
that if my daughter was a Caucasian 
woman her disappearance would have 
made the national headlines, that the 
search for her would have begun imme- 
diately, that the media would have con- 
tinued to keep her story alive and that 
people would have came from all walks 
of life to help in the search.” 

Another story relates the frustration 
that the Muskego family had trying 
to gain police help to search for their 
daughter, a fourth-year education stu- 
dent and married parent of one. Told 
over and over again that their daugh- 
ter had been seen at various Saska- 
toon locations, Daleen Kay Bosse's 
parents "asked to view surveillance 
tapes and in each instance they were 
told by police that itwas not necessary 
for them to see the footage.” From her 
parents’ perspective, the police's de- 
sire for them "to accept that Daleen 
had disappeared willingly yet refused 
to provide them with any real proof 
that this was actually the case” only 
added to the frustration. By 2008, a 
man “was charged with first-degree 
murder and indignity to a body." The 
preliminary hearing was to begin in 
April of 2009. 

Nina Courtepatte’s mother Peacha 
claimed a positive relationship with 
local Edmonton police in solving her 


: 


(1) Includes international text and picture messages. Excludes premlum messages. (2) Unlimited local calling from Spm to 8am, Monday through Thursday and fram Spm Friday to 8am Monday. (3) Taxes are extra. 
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daughter's brutal murder. Howevya, 
"the grief of losing Nina was com 
pounded by malicious reports of ., 
leged abuse. Some reporters went 
far as to insinuate that, had [Ni; 
been apprehended by Child and fa, 
ily Services, [she] might still be alive 
Peacha's story points out the dangers » 
reporting hearsay or relying on sourc 
“not truly connected with or authorized 
to speak on behalf of the family.” 

The Sisters in Spirit report is neitho, 
light nor easy reading. The data an 
analysis near the end notes "the ongo 
ing severity and urgency of the issu 
of missing and murdered: Aborigins| 
women and girls, explaining that "( 
every woman found alive and remoy 
from the database (or found deceas 
and recorded as a case of murder), ¢} 
name of another missing woman oy pi; 
is added.” ‘ 

The report concludes by identifying 
four key policy issues it says are nec 
essary to stem the tide of disappeai 
ances, including measures to redu 
the violence experienced by Aborigina 
women and girls, addressing issues of 
poverty, increasing access to safe ani 
affordable housing and improved 
cess to justice for Aboriginal women 
and girls and their families. W 


The report Voices of Our Sister 
Spirit is available on the NWAC we 
at nwac-hq.org. 


Keodo 


Good call 


schoo 


Weve discussed it in this space before, ; 
the uti itility of the phrase “old : 
school" It is getting a bit tired .. and 
increasingly inexact with each 
passing day. If we're to contin- 
ue using scholastic antiquity 
gs a measure, we're going 
to need some more precise 
units. Elght-bit graphics? Old “intinteWue 
school Monochrome terminal 
graphics? Ye olde schoole. No 
ics, just a teletext printout? ; 
The ruins of an Atlantean university, en- : 
tombed for unspeakable eons beneath : 
the Antarctic ice. 
Or, we could just chuck the term en- ; 
tirely. In the games conversation it's : 
less language than reflex at this point, 
a vocal tic like "cool" or "awesome." Like, : 
what does a game have to do to en- : 
roll in old school? Are all 2-D graphics : 
somewhat old school, or just those that : 
consciously ape the visual limitations of : 
yesterday's tech? Limited lives, actual : 


THATS HIM, 
OFFICER. 


> THE DARK SPIRE 


l 


unless you're installed in an 


hidden in breakable newspa- 
. per boxes. 
Whew. OK, mission accom- 


would have ended up overusing it ter- 


more half-teaspoon of ketchup out of 
that depleted bottle: The Dark Spire is 
old-school as all holy hell. 


rather than the monochrome tube of a 


: TRS-80; the clicky little buttons rath- 
: er than clanking, long-throw bakelite 


; keys—keeps me anchored in the fantas- 
difficulty and challenge, GAME OVER : 


Screens ... that's old school, right? Or : 


: less like a commercial product than a re- 
: ally wonderful present the developer 


: (Success) made just for me, to surprise me 
ribly in talking up this week's game. As : 


it stands, | think | can squeeze just one : the verge of tears going, "Oh my god, oh : 


: my god you didn't!" That's what The Dark : 
: Spire has in store for anybody who played 


: and loved The Bard's Tale or Wizardry 
Only the physical fact of the DSi in : 


my hands—the two lovely LCD screens : 


on my birthday. Seriously, see me here on 


70U GCAaTTA 
GO AWAY, 


- to include a “Classic” mode wherein the : 
: game's normal graphics—lovingly lurid : 
: lo-fi throwbacks—are replaced by mono- ! 
tic world of the 21st century; otherwise, : chrome wireframes Straight out of BASIC : 
: I'm playing an ‘80s-vintage computer : For Beginners. As a modern reader in the : 
maybe you're not really old school : role-playing game, complete with static : 

: monster portraits, the endless scrolling 
arcade cabinet? Perhaps the : 
true heart of old-school pride : tive, and "characters" who aren't much : 


beats in one detail only: : more thana collection of numbers with : 


mm ieee ay health-replenishing turkeys : a name attached. Venture into the evil : 
: hallways, kill until you're nearly killed : 
: yourself ... retreat, regroup, repeat. This 
> is the "role" I'm “playing.” 

plished; the real point of the : 
preceding paragraphs was to type “old ; 
: school” enough times that it became : 


} meaningless to my eyes. Otherwise, | 


: year 2009, probably none of this—the : 


: endless dungeon grind, the perversely ar- : 
tunnel of crude first-person perspec- : chalc presentation—appeals to you; but if < 


it appeals to you at all it appeals to you all 


: the way, and | know you're with me. 
See, the thingis, this dated dungeoneer- : 
: Ing can be a drag, and the retro look is : 
: a gimmick that can only carry a game 
: so far; The Dark Spire wouldn't work as 
: well as it does without the secret ingre- : 
H's all so willfully, explicitly retro. It feels : dient that made those old CRPGs the 
: wonderments they were: puzzles. More : 
: than just a goblin slaughterhouse, the 
: twisting labyrinth of The Dark Spire is a : 
: puzzle dungeon of fiendish complexity, 


full of secret doors and pitfalls, traps 


: and teleporters, weird mechanisms and : 
: mysterious strangers offering a level of : 


: brain-stretching | think would have met 
or any other hardcore dungeon-crawling : 


: RPG from the Dawn Times. Success has : 


: even been so delightfully thoughtful as : pearing in the Tips sections of pre-Inter- 


with approval—approval as measured 
by the volume of the cries for help ap- 


PATRICK WATSON’S 


NEW CD 


“WOODEN ARMS” 
FOLLOW UP TO THE 2007 
POLARIS PRIZE WINNING CD 
“CLOSE TO PARADISE” 


es gave-dic opping depth and 
divention .. Wooden Arms 1s up 
there with the best in cracked 
mirror pop musie 
~Teranto Stat 


TO WIN: 


Send your name and daytime 
phone number to ... 
pweontest@vueweekly.com 


¢ FOUNDATION 


eeeeaeeeeeaeeee@e co 


: net gaming magazines—back in the day 

It really is a hard-ass game. | swore, 
: when I picked it up, that I'd play it the 
: old-fashioned way, straight-up offline 
: parents’ computer room stylez. This 
: lasted for about eight hours, at which 
: point | found myself completely with- 
+ out a clue as to how to progress. In the 
+ bygone age, | would have just taken a 
i deep breath, gritted my teeth—maybe 
went out and got myself a Slurpee— 
: and hunkered down to figure shit out 
: in brute-force manner, methodically go- 
ng through and checking every square 
: of dungeon for the one secret door I'd 
: obviously missed. Today ... | just couldn't 


: bear it: Google, messageboards, an- 
> swers, ta-da. 

Pathetic performance! | was broken, 
: and | cheated. I'm no longer the kid | 
: was. More than merely "old school,” The 
! Dark Spire turned out to be the videog 

ame equivalent of those nightmares you 
: have where you're back in junior high 
: and you realize you don't know anything 
+ about math any more. Shameful . 
? little sad. VW 


anda 
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AND 


TICKETS TO | 
THE SHOW... | 


Palaned 
saturday may 16 
medougall united chorch 


ee eee 


Ka 


ww roemmanqecescexTh com 


N_ Cle Rts 


Tar Sands 
Public Hearing 


hosted by 


Linda F. Dunean, MP 


Tuesday, May 12th 
TransAlta Arts Barns 
7:00pm 


Join us to discuss the future of 
the tar sands 

Special guests Chief Allan Adam 
of the Athabasca Chipewyan First 
Nation and Chief Francois 
Paulette, Elder Spokesman for the 
Smiths Landing First Nation will 


speak and take questions 
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PROFILE // BAKERIES 
11361 JASPER AVE 
i Em Daily bread 
me ate, renee ie There are Pe of benefits from getting out of the ppeery store 


SRERLELEE LTT: iceeem Ear LE, 
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Book your group 


function now. 


MARIA KOTOVYCH able at the bakery—jams and dips, for to its community by offering healt) 
// MARIA@VUEWEEKLY.COM instance—are made by locals. Bon Ton _ choices: 
wUuTUOTMM nn Bakery also buys flour from Alberta as “Long before it was trendy to be tr 
—_ ebauran’ Bo: It's something that many of often as possible. fat-free, we had removed trans fat fio: 
ethiopian res lus eat on a very regular basis. What One of the specialties at Bon Ton isthe our products," Dinner recalls. 


makes the outside part of a sandwich? _ryebread. WhenDinnershowsmearound 


Choices Bread. What's that thing that you can _ the bakery, he points out the natural rye Both Dinner and Rubuliak sent ie 
tarian per Vegan watch pop out of your toaster? Bread. _ sour starter, the basis for the rye breads, home witha large bag full of items from 
Ve ge D a | And when you go toarestaurant, what's _ that has been growing for 50 years. their shops. I got three loaves from Bon 
Every YY: in that little basket that arrives at your Ton, including a rye and a multigrain. 4 

table along with your drinks? Yeah, In addition to its breads, Bon Ton also sourdough and a brioche accompanied 


some that’s righ ff d has ci b from the Tree Stone Bakery. | al 
check out the awe at's right. offers products such as cinnamon buns, me from the Tree Stone Bakery. 
om Vegetarian an Vibrations ge For some people, buying bread in- cookies, bagels, cakes, piesandseasonal _ to trythe cinnamon buns anda croissant 
The Last Tuesday of Eac volves going toa designated aisleinthe baking. Everything is made by hand fromBonTon. 
grocery store and grabbing aloafina fromscratch onthe premises. I immediately observed the differ 
plastic bag; for others, purchasing bread "Last year we used 18 000 pounds of ence between these baked goods and 
Voted Edmonton's best African restaurant means making a trip to a local bakery, _ butter,” Dinner laughs. those in the bakeries at the grocery 
5 > e : one where breadmaking is both a busi- While Bon Ton sells a variety ofbaked _ store; not only is it in the taste, but also 
9920-82 Ave langanoskies.com 432-3334 ness and an art. goods, Tree Stone sells bread only. in the texture. These breads are softer 


Nancy Rubuliak opened Tree Stone There'sthepainaulevain,andalsoabri- ~ yet heartier. Every raisin in the cream 
Bakery, her artisan bread shop,in1998. oche,arich bread made from butterand _ brioche makes itself known to my taste 
Tree Stone's specialty is a French sour- _ eggs. Rubuliak also offersbaguettesand buds. The cinnamon in the cinnamor 
dough bread called pain au levain,levain _ seasonal breads. buns produces a similar effect 
being a wild yeast culture. "In essence, the bakery'sname andthe sourdough offers strong, concentrate! 

Trained by a French baker, Rubuliak image was to make life-giving bread. _ flavour that matches the aroma that fills 
uses centuries-old techniques in her That's the first goal of the bakery is for _ the bakery itself. I became aware that! 

Vi Gc breadmaking. She explains that in ar- meto make the best bread thatI could," _ wasn't just eating the food, I'm was ‘= 
Japanese / etnamese tisan baking, the bread is not put into Rubuliak says. ""Buttheimageisameta- ally tasting it. 
Restaurant & Bar pans. Instead, it's baked on the oven's _ phor for life-giving bread, not just for When it comes to her baking, Rub 
floor: "on the hearth," she notes. This theonemakingthebreadortheoneeat- _ liak follows a three-part philosophy: she 
type of baking creates a crusty finishon _ ing the bread, but also for the planet, to | wants to make bread that is healthy a id 
the loaf, one that ishardtogetwhenthe _ really look at what we're doing.” nutritious, beautiful, and tastes good 
bread is baked in pans. At Bon Ton, the Dinners are also inter- "When we eat food, we should have al! 

As forthe grain for her products,Rubu- _ ested in having less ofan environmental _ those things—that should be the bass 
liak buys organic, and gets everything impact—the bakery has been wind-pow- __ for all the food we make and consumé 
from local farmers. Using a stone mill _ ered for about two years. Environmental and grow,” she reflects. "The "beautiful 
from France, Rubuliak then mills her awareness also extends into social con- _ part is to me as important as anything 
own flour onsite. nections. For instance, the bakery, along I mean, that can be with a plate of pas! 

Buying from local farmersisimportant with its customers, raised money to help _ you eat or a salad that you make or a" 
for Rubuliak. Not only does this show open 12 new daycare spaces at the Terra _ apple that you pick, right? I think the\ 
good business sense, it helps her tocre- Centre forPregnantand Parenting Teens. _ we're nourished also by aesthetics.” 
ate relationships, ones that she values. Bon Ton also supports the Hope Mission. 

"I really enjoy having those connec- “We are very aware of the mutual rela- 
tions—I grew up in a farming com- tionship that we have with the communi- 
munity and my parents were farmers, __ ty," Dinner notes about the bakery, which 
so it's a way of still being connected,” was started 53 years ago. Some of the em- 


SEG 


Come in & try the best Sushi in to 


| 2 Rubuliak remarks. ployees at Bon Ton have been there fora 
a plus traditional Vietnamese food Bon Ton Bakery, owned for about good chunk ofthe bakery’slife—one lady : 
ial ten years by Hilton Dinner and his wife has worked there for over 20 years;a man ’ 
(Gy 8109-101 STREET = EAT- IN & TAKE ouT Michelle, also buys local whenever onthe nightstaffhas been there for 30. : 
(gil block off Whyte Ave) possible. Some of the groceries avail- Bon Ton also expresses its relationship 
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IER'S DAY BRUNCH 


JAN HOSTYN 
// AM@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
or me, Mother's Day has always 
been synonymous with brunch. 
My mom liked nothing more than 
the luxuriously indulgent feeling of 
being spoiled. It was a fleeting re- 


spite from the constant banging of’ 


pots and pans and the mopping up of 
sticky juice; from having to rack her 
brain, trying to whip up something, 
anything, that everybody's taste buds 
would deem tolerable; from the con- 
stant demands imposed by five needy 
offspring and one even needier hus- 
band. Even the daily rituals of dodg- 


ing flying cutlery and ear-splitting 
yowls of "I hate you,” were put ona 
brief hiatus. 

So taking her out for brunch was 
our way of saying thank you, and 
we got to eat dessert for breakfast— 
always a bonus. It wasn't just brunch, 
it was an event. 

This year brunch was on the agenda 
yet again, just not on Mother's Day. 
That extends the whole celebration 
thing, or at least the no cooking 
thing, to a couple of days. Mom gets 
a lovely brunch on a plain old Sun- 
day and still gets to participate in the 
whole Mother's Day hoopla as well. 
And avoiding crazy-busy restau- 


rants and the hordes of people that 
descend on them on Mother's Day is 
always a good thing. 

Mom was on extra-good behaviour 
this year, so my family and I decided 
to splurge and brunch in style—in the 
Empire Ballroom at the Hotel Mac- 
Donald. And since my dad is her des- 
ignated driver, we let him join us too. 

The Empire Ballroom, like the rest 
of the Hotel MacDonald, can only 
be described as elegant, luxurious 
and positively sumptuous. From 
the moment your feet transport you 
down the wide, stately hallway until 
you arrive at the elaborate archway 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14>> 


The Sutton Price Flow 
10236 - 181 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta TSJ 3E9 
780.928.7111 * Fax 780.443.3098 
inte_edmonton@suttonplace.com | 


classic re eu a glass of 
Reservations 1.866.378.8866 vintage waines. ; 


ww. suttonplace.com 


Creative Regional Cuisine 


VAA Angus Steaks, Bison, Lamb. Fresh Fish 
Great Wine List 


ts always nice to be expected 
tions Recon taenele {158-2232 


Private Functions available 
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OF? O-» ITALIAN BRICK 
OVEN SPECIALTIES 


JAC 


CELEBRATING 20 YEARS 
IN BUSINESS 


GRILLED BROME LAKE DUCK BREAST 
WITH HOMEMADE SMOKED DUCK SAUSAGE 


OPEN FOR DINNER MONDAY - SATURDAY 
For more details and the fall menu visit www jacksgrill.ca 


5842-111 Street Reservations: 780-434-1113 180.455-0443 14941 Stang Plain Road 


FRBROOKE 


RO SUSH; 


780.758°8819 
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S250 dal) $1406. 
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$19.99 pen Penson 
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2008 


find out who won 


next week? 


WUEWEEKLY // MAY 7 — MAY 13, 2009 


14 // DISH 


CALL YOUR MOM 
<< CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13 


where a neatly dressed host or hostess 
is waiting to whisk you to your table, 
everything feels special. Not stuffy, 
not overstated, just open, spacious, 
airy and special. 

A very genial hostess greeted us and 
treated us to a brief tour en route to 
our table: Just past the coats, we came 
face-to-face with a room fulbof tables 
laden with food. One whole impres- 
sive room, dedicated to food. 

After breezing past the baskets over- 
flowing with fruit danishes, mini but- 
tery croissants, chocolate brioche and 
some baby muffins, we encountered a 
glorious tray of fresh fruit. After a brief 
glimpse of the elaborate make-your- 
own-salad section came various cold 
meats and an assortment of seafood, 
including steamed mussels, smoked 
salmon and a heaping bowl of shrimp. 

There was a slight gap between the 
tables before we reached the bread 
nook, complete with an assortment of 
breads, buns and jams, as well as some 
butter, the soup of the day and a toast- 


q It is grand, spacious, 
enjoyable and oh- 


so-indulgent-and- 
relaxing. Thoughtful 
little touches 
abound, like the vat 
of warm plates that 
welcomes you to the 
hot food selection. 
There are no line- 
ups, and you never 
lose your sense of 
personal space. In 
the Land of brunch 
buffets, that's saying 
something. 


er. Past the fresh fruit smoothies was 
a tray of imported cheeses, along with 
more bread and some crackers. And 
as we passed the omelette station, we 
got a pleasant nod from the omelette 
chef and his big white hat, standing 
with spatula in hand, ready to whisk 
and flip whatever creation our moods 
demanded. 


In the middle of the room, taking 
centre stage, was tray after tray of the 
“hot food.” At the end of that neat lit- 
tle line was the carving station, sport- 
ing a maple-glazed loin of pork with 
a cinnamon au jus. Another chef in 
another big white hat stood nearby. 
Finally, we were led through an- 
other elaborate archway and into the 
Empire Ballroom. White linen-clad 
tables, each with its own little space 
and adorned with a simple yet strik- 


Live Better, 
Work Union! 
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ing tulip, were Scattered throughoy; 
the room. Residing grandly Tight in 
the middle of the room was a my); 
tiered dessert paradise, with chees, 
cakes and puddings and tortes and 
petite fours and more fresh fruit an 
oodles of sauces and whipped cream 
and even fancy little glasses of multi 
coloured Jell-O. 

Wow. 

Fresh orange juice and coffee mad< 


-the rounds, as did a couple of latté; 


($3-75 each) for the slightly spoiled 
coffee drinkers in the group. 

Once we attacked the buffet, service 
was polite and efficient; empty plates 
didn't languish long and coffee cups 
always managed to stay filled. 

The quantity of food was impres 
sive, but the quality varied. The cok 
items seemed to fare better than the 
hot—not surprising, considerin, 
nothing benefits from languishing 
inside a warming tray. The bread; 
and pastries, the fruit, the salads 
and the cheeses were all impeccably 
fresh, however, and there were even 
a few fresh raspberries to be found. 
The made-to-order omelettes and 
scrambled eggs all drew raves, as did 
the pork loin at the carving station 

And while the eggs benedict, the 
ocean fisherman's pie and the baked to- 
mato and spinach cannelloni with blu< 
cheese were good, they all suffered 3 
tad from warming tray syndrome. 

The desserts were rich and sweet 2nd 
tasted as impressive as they looked 
especially when coated with a dribbi: 
of dark chocolate sauce, a splash 0/ 
milk chocolate sauce and a dash o/ 
raspberry sauce before being finished 
off with some vanilla anglaise and a 
dollop of whipped cream. 

For $48/person ($39 for seniors, $24 
for kids), this brunch is definitely 
event. Itis grand, spacious, enjoyable 
and oh-so-indulgent-and-relaxing 
Thoughtful little touches abouna, 
like the vat of warm plates that wel 
comes you to the hot food selection 
There are no line-ups, and you never 
lose your sense of personal space. In 
the land of brunch buffets, that's say- 
ing something. 

For that much money though, | ex- 
pected minor little annoyances to 
magically disappear, and they didn't 
The coveted blueberry-banana 
smoothie was hard to come by, and 
the jug was empty more often than 
not. When we got tired of waiting fo: 
the tardy jug to refill itself and asked 
about it, we were told the kitchen 
was simply "too busy” to make more 
now we will be forever tormented by 
its unfulfilled promise of greatness 

But mom was happy and we got to 
eat dessert for breakfast—what more 
could you want? WV 
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lat someone offers you 


to eh Vue Weekly beer colum- 
nist a couple months ago. 

-| was discussing beer matters with a 
local beer rep, who carries Fort Garry 


among other brands, -when he brought : 


up a new arrival in his catalogue—a 
line of Venezuelan rum called 
Diplomatico. | dismissed the 
concept at first (lam a rather 
exclusive beer drinker), but 
upon reflection | thought it 
might be fun to sample rum 
for a change. 

But there was one problem—I 
know very little about rum. A solu- 
tion came to me almost immediately— 
invite someone who knows rum to join 
me. | happened to know that well-known 
Parkland staffer, Vue columnist, commu- 
nity activist and proud Chilean Ricardo 
Acufia is a big rum aficionado, and he 
agreed to lend me a hand to measure the 
quality of this new entry into Alberta 
And so it was set. 

One Friday night we assembled a tast 
ing panel consisting of the two of us plus 
three other eager samplers to try Di 


lomatico. There are three Diplomatico : 


rums—a basic mixing rum (Anejo), a mid: 
range straight rum (Reserva), and a high 
end sipping rum (Reserva Exclusiva). 

Diplomatico is a family-owned company 
in Venezuela that is the only South Ameri 
can distiller using molasses syrup for its 
rum. The distillery originally serviced Sea 
grams, but was eventually bought out by 
local Venezuelan interests. It ages its rum 
in bourbon and whiskey barrels. 

As for the tasting, our methodology 
was sound: for each Diplomatico rum we 
tried two comparators. The comparison 
fums were good examples of each ti 
This allowed us to assess the quality of 
Diplomatico in relation to other products 
available in Alberta. 

First up was the basic rum, Anejo. It was 
compared to Bacardi Superior and Havana 
Club's three-year-old Anejo. We drank it 
straight. The Diplomatico is a light gold 
colour, richer than the other two. It offérs 
@ soft, sugary sweetness up front, but 
gets quite hot with alcohol in the finish. 
The reviews were quite clear: "For a bot- 
tom end rum, it is better than the com- 


e the competition” in the 
ge. Not a bad start. 


ie 
Next up was 


Related 
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: The Reserva is medium copper with an 
im and dares you to try : 
exactly what happened : 


assertive brown sugar sweetness and a 
touch of smoke. It is a very subtle rum 
with a bit of a floral quality. The linger- 
ing aftertaste is slightly spicy. If anything, 
ompared to the other two, it is too sub- 
le. “It goes right through you before you 
ense you had anything," said one panel- 
ist. Opinions were somewhat divided 
on this rum, with some enjoying 
it and others dismissing it. Ri- 
cardo, our resident expert, was 

not a fan. 


The climax of the evening was 

the Diplomatico Reserva Exclusi- 

va, their 12-year old top-of-the-line 

rum. We measured it against Havana 

Club Barrel Proof from Cuba, and Flor de 

Cafia Centenario (Nicaragua), both rums 
in the $80 — $100 per bottle range. 

The Reserva Exclusiva is a soft deep cop- 
per colour, offering up a light aroma of 

weet fruit blending with fruity, bready 

ind floral notes. Molasses and raisin were 
prevalent. Upon sipping, it presents a bold 
weet introduction of rich, deep Demera- 

‘a sugar. A little orange comes through as 
well The alcohol is impressively soft, and 
evaporates pleasantly at the back of your 
mouth. It is a big, thick rum that refuses 

‘0 be ignored. 

The crowd was universally impressed 
by the rum, but a lively debate ensued 
nonetheless. One person declared it "the 
hands down winner." Another thought it 
didn't have enough of a “rum taste." 

Ricardo suggested "it is almost like a 
brandy or a liqueur, similar to a Grand 
Marnier." He saw it as a wonderful sip- 
ping rum that fits nicely as a post-dinner 
drink to go with a nice Cuban cigar. But, 
he added, "| will sip rum over the course 
of an entire social evening—playing cards 
or by the firepit. This rum was far too 

weet and thick for that." His verdict was 
positive—it was an impressive rum that 
was ideal for one glass, but too big for an 
evening of consumption. 

In my opinion, it is a soft, enjoyable rum 

hat offers a distinct, rich flavour that is 
easy to appreciate. | also enjoyed its com- 
parators, but the Reserva Exclusiva does 

arve out a distinct, original impression, 
different from the others. 

And at approximate retall prices of $25, 
$35 and $50—at the higher ends notice- 

bly lower than its comparators, Diploma- 
ico offers a really good deal as well. 

As a beer guy, | admit | quite enjoyed an 

vening of appreciating good rum. And | 
hink | can safely declare that Diplomatico 

resents itself well to Alberta audiences. 
And that is not just diplomacy talking. W 


Price : Adults $30, Seniors $27 


Children 5 ~ 10 years old $18 be n5-1 ) years: 
Two seatings! 9:00 01m & 11:30 am i 4 . 


For Reservations call 780.444.31 


Located in the West Edmonton Mall 


Find reviews of past theatre, 
dance and visual arts shows on 
our website. — 


PT CL CO COE LL CELLO CL LEC CLCL 


REVUE // NEVERMORE 


The raving 


Nevermore is another gothic masterpiece from Catalyst Theatre 


QUOTH THE RAVEN >> Edgar Allan Poe's life and dreams mix in Nevermore // Supplied 


DAVID BERRY 
// DAVID@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


hough Catalyst theatre's other 

Gothic masterpiece, Frankenstein, 
and their current stunning produc- 
tion, Nevermore: The Imaginary Life 
and Mysterious Death of Edgar Allan 
Poe, share some obvious trappings, 
at their heart these are two very dif- 
ferent plays. Frankenstein was a play 
about the monsters we create, abouta 
naive, sensitive soul turning against 
a world that offered him nothing 
but fear and resentment; Nevermore, 
though it shares an undercurrent of 
the same, is far more about the world 
we create, about how we filter our 
thoughts and experiences through 
an individual prism, and let that re- 
fracted light illugminate the rest of 
our life. 

This is apparent from the opening 
moments of Jonathan Christenson's 
not-quite-a-musical: aS our epony- 
mous character is dressed by the 
chorus who will create the living 
dreamscape he will inhabit, we are 
reminded that "on this little stage, 
nothing is ever really as it seems,” 
before Poe (Scott Shpeley) is handed 
a notebook and instructed to write a 
book titled "My Heart Laid Bare.” We 
are told from the get-go, then, that 
the following is a product of Poe's 
mind, and the idea that we are as re- 
sponsible for the world we create as 
the world is responsible for creating 
us will come up repeatedly: when 
Poe's mother and father flee family 
life to return to the stage and the bar, 
respectively, because they “can't fight 
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the way you are,” when Poe turns to 
drink after a life of misery, indulging 
the "same predisposition" as his fa- 
ther. And we are especially reminded 
ofthis in booming, enveloping chorus 
of the show, as the whole cast intones 
"There are thoughts / That will not 
part / That will not leave us in peace 
... All that we see / All that we seem 
/ Is but a dream within a dream” (a 
stirring piece of music that, like Fran- 
kenstein's "Strange Times,” will surely 
stay with you long after blackout). 

That chorus—in both the musical and 
theatrical senses of the word—is a pow- 
erful thing, and is probably Christen- 
son's strongest suit as both a composer 
and director. He is highly attuned to 
dynamics, and strings along an audi- 
ence subtly but sublimely: such is his 
gift that even something as simple as a 
list of the bric-a-brac Poe's adventurous 
brother collects serves as an exhilarat- 
ing midpoint to the first act. But at least 
part of his talent in this regard is that he 
isn't merely toying with our emotions 
for the sake of it: this scene shows the 
precious bond Edgar has with his older 
brother, and it serves to make us feel 
their separation as acutely as the poet, 
when the time comes. 

Of course, Nevermore's other main 
weapon, from a performative aspect, 
is Bretta Gerecke's design. She has 
put this together something like a 
Gothic doll house, an arts-and-crafts 
Tim Burton aesthetic that fits both 
the macabre and storybook qualities 
ofthe piece. Better than her costumes 
and set—whose grandiosity will like- 
ly draw more attention—is her use of 
light: showing a control more akin to 


filmed horror or film noir than stage 
shows, it's often little more than slits 
or circles, but it captures the mood 
perfectly, her own exaggerated cre- 
ations slinking through the shadows 


or set in stark relief to an enveloping - 


blackness—a recurring motif that 
has Poe peering through cracks of 
doors, lit by a single slash across his 
face and body, is especially horrify- 
ing and, at times, touching. 


All this comes together to create a 
show that is half-biography and half- 
anthology, freely mixing the details 
of Poe's tormented life with his gro- 
tesque stories and poems, a fevered 
dream of fact and fiction, each influ- 
enced by the man's troubled mind. 
Images from his stories—the refer- 
ences here are too numerous to list— 
find their way into his life, stressful 
situations infect his nightmares and 
everything takes on the heightened 
drama of Poe's stories and poems. 
Christenson draws a clear parallel 
here between stories and dreams, the 
conscious and unconscious products 
of our mind, and illustrates their ef- 
fect on our lives, a point driven home 
as his misfortunes mount, somehow 
suggesting that Poe's troubles weren't 
all just capricious, but a kind of fate 
created by his disposition. 

On a nuts-and-bolts level, Never- 
more isn't quite flawless: truthfully, it 
drags a bit through its second quar- 
ter, showing Poe's formative years at 
the foster home he lives in after the 
death of his mother. This is its only 
lag, though: the rest of the time, this 
melange of powerful idea, high dra- 
ma and excellent design is brought to 
perfect life by its (refreshingly youth- 
ful) cast. Though none—save perhaps 
Shpeley, who brings a wide-eyed mix- 
ture of curiosity, shock and despair to 
Poe, playing him, adroitly, as some- 
one who does exactly nothing half- 
way—really stick out, their ability to 
work as a cohesive unit is impressive, 
weaving their performances together 
like a true ensemble. 

As should be readily apparent by 
now, Nevermore is, like Frankenstein be- 
fore it, nothing short of magnificent, a 
highly stylized but still pointedly in- 
telligent piece of theatre by a company 
that seems to produce nothing but. W 
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COMEDY // LEWIS BLACK 


One angry man 


Nothing will quell Lewis Black’s ire 


OMAR MOUALLEM 
// OMMAR@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


ith the cameras rolling, the "ON 

AIR" lights glowing and the Tele- 
Prompter text scrolling, it's difficult 
for fans of The Daily Show not to laugh 
at the irate Lewis Black. His comic 
character as a societal observer angry 
enough to maim a grizzly has catapult- 
ed him from a bi-monthly guest on the 
famed fake news show to selling out 
Carnegie Hall, and winning a Grammy 
for it, too. 

But unplug the lights and turn off the 
cameras, and he's justan angry 60-year- 
old man. At least that’s how it seems to 
me onthe phoneas he vociferates about 
the hastiness of the US government's 
economic plans. “I don’t want to hear 
what, why, how—you don't, uh, you 
don't, there's ah ... there's a sense, uh.” 
As his speech sputters out, it’s obvious 
to anyone who's seen him incensed be- 
fore that he's going to come back fierily 
flustered: “It’s like the same thing that 
happened with the fucking war!” 

A minute ago, I asked him if I was 
right in noticing a slightly calmer Black 
on TV since Bush left office. “No.” And 
then, as ifto prove it, he blazes the tele- 
phone speaker. “The Democrats should 
have been the party in opposition with 
intelligent dialogue to the American 
people about why you don’t do some- 
thing like go into Iraq when you fuck- 
ing know a ton of shit!” 

Without the TV as a filter, it almost 
seems like laughter would be rude— 
the only appropriate seems to be to wait 
for him to calm down. Not that Black 
will get much of a chance to do that 
in the coming months: including the 


q I think that if 
somebody is funny, 

they're funny. I don’t 

care.” —Lewis Black 


Dual Citizenship tour, a specifically Ca- 
nadian endeavour, Black will play over 
50 shows booked throughout North 
America and Europe between now and 
November. For now. 


At the time of our interview, there was 
no hotter national news than the back- 
lash against Fox News after its anteme- 
ridian filler, Red Eye, ridiculed Canada 
because Lt.-Gen. Leslie suggested our 
military take a break from combat af- 
ter our Afghan mission ends. Black's 
friend, Doug Benson, was a guest on 
the show. Resulting from a quip Ben- 
son made (“I didn’t even know they 
were in the war”), he received death 
threats, and his Edmonton gigs were 
cancelled. “That's guilt by association,” 


BLACK HEART >> Lewis Black takes his 


acid tongue to the Winspear // suppiies 


says Black. “He's on that show because 
he’s promoting something.” 

“Doug's whole thing is that he's 
stoner. So he’s majorly more Canadian 
[than American]. I think Doug is a vic- 
tim in this.” The real question, Black 
says, is how did Red Eye’s host, Greg 
Gutfeld, get on television? “He's not a 
comic, this guy. I don’t know how this 
guy got the gig.” 

Perhaps we, Canadians, could use some 
of Black's patented anger. “You're too nice 
.. you overreacted to him. Sometimes 
you're nice to the point that it’s crazy.” 

According to Black, there's a lot of con- 
servative comedians who could have 
done that show better. Although he 
denies an acceptability double standard 
toward left-wing or right-wing comedy, 
he admits that doing the latter is more 
difficult. “It’s tough to Say, ‘Oh, boy, it’s 
hard being rich. Boy is it hard protecting 
my $10 million home from looters.” 

Black says he's funny due to an envi 
ronmental influence, not populism. 
which helped refine his humour. “We 
just spent a lot of time being stupid fun- 
ny,” he says of his high-school friends, 
who would regularly compete to be 
funnier than each other. “We actually 
called ourselves a ‘clique’ because we 
were so not. It was a satirical concept 
We came from a whole variety of back: 
grounds.” 

It’s the same variety that, for Black, 
inspires a great respect of such con- 
servative comedians as Dennis Miller. 
It’s simple: “I think that if somebody is 
funny, they're funny. I don't care.” v 


«o very different families on oppo- 
site sides of the Atlantic. Indeed, 
there are more differences be- 

eween these two men than 
enere are similarities—though 
tne similarities are striking. It is 
apove all mere history that has 
aligned them, through the es- 
sential randomness of a birthdate, 
and through the synchronized peaks of 


ingly controversial figures in the West. 


flush out the ways in which they speak 
most directly to the present. The book's 


YOU 


HERE 


>> ANGELS AND AGES / OUTLIERS 


ag @ 
ess stories | 
mine genius in different forms 


it was ist ‘over 200 years ago, on Feb- : 
ruary 12, 1809 to be exact, that Charles : 


sapwin and Abraham Lincoln were born : could have delivered these ideas in sucha : 


their influence. Today, with questions of : 
racial destiny and religious tensions reign- : 
ing so prominently in public discourse, it's : ment became one." Gopnik stresses the : 


not difficult to make acase for Darwin and : importance of Lincoln's law practice and : es—class, era, race, cultural demeanour, : 


Darwin's observational skills. He writes : opportunity—matter 


: of their tender and yet challenging re- : 


Lincoln as the most influential and endur- : 


With Angels and Ages: A Short Book : 
about Darwin, Lincoln, and Modern Life : 
(Knopf, $2795), Adam Gopnik has pro- : 
duced a captivating and concise volume : over the loss of a favoured 1-year-old : 
that sifts through the myths, biographies : 
ane historical powers of both men to : 


BELONG 


persuasive and meaningful way. 
"A love of the grease and a fee 
for the gist, the habit of com 
promise even at the cost o 


famously monosyllabic ora- 


lationships with their wives, debunking 


the fact that Gopnik compares Darwin to 


: Colombo.) He draws parallels, addresses 
: some lingering mysteries, and yet avoids 
purpose is in one sense pragmatic; given d 
the proliferation of writing on both men, : 
Gopnik successfully offers overwhelmed : 
readers an engaging and informative start- : 
ing point. But if the book possesses a par- : 
ticular thesis of its own, it is "that literary : 
eloquence is essential to a liberal civiliza- : 
tion.” There were others who could've un- : 
leashed big ideas similar to Darwin's and : 


sweeping overstatement. “The past is so 
often unknowable," Gopnik writes, "not 
because it is befogged now but because it 
was befogged then, too, back when it was 
still the present." 


two men, it’s only to give you some hint 


mom absolute clarity..."suchwere : 


: as to how Gopnik himself, a staff writer : by getting thousands of free hours on a : 
: for The New Yorker, uses a special talent ; computer back when they filled garages 
: for articulating something as difficult to : 


: "Coincidence," Gopnik observes, “is the : 
vernacular of history, the slang of mem- : 
ory." It's a statement that could slip easily : 
nto the foreplay of one of the many intel : 


? lectual sucker-punches Malcolm Gladwell : 


the attributes of Lincoln's : doles out in Outliers: The Story of Suc- ; 


: cess (Little, Brown, $30.99). Gladwell, au- 


tory style. Darwin, meanwhile, : thor of the best-selling pop provocations 
“was one of the great natural : The Tipping Point and Blink, has set out to : 
English prose stylists ... a man who : discredit the myth of the self-made man, : 
had learned to cast his thesis in a succes- : the heroic figure who conquers adversity : 
sion of incidents so that action and argu- : through sheer willpower, vision andadaz- : the Chinese rock at math because the way : script of a really smart guy effortlessly 


: zling array of innate gifts. Circumstanc- : they verbalize numbers just makes more : holding court at a dinner party. It'll teach 


: you things, and make you think twice 


too, 


+ consider their assumptions. At least for as 
child each of them suffered. (And | love : long as it takes to read Outliers, which is 
: not long at all. The book's lively, diverse 
: and colourful in subject matter, and so in- 
: clusive and methodical in tone you'll feel 
over-working history for superfluous : like you're taking a beginner's business 
: seminar: “Just as we did, then, with Bill 
: Joy and Chris Langan, let's start over with 
: Joseph Flom; this time putting to use ev- 
= erything we've learned from the first four 
: chapters of this book." Ready, kids? 

If | quote Gopnik a lot in my attempts to : 


convey something of his readings of these : 


Gladwell exposes how hockey stardom 
is fixed from the time children try to 


: get on teams; how Bill Gates lucked out 


MacEwan 


MacEwan | School of 
Communications 


an.ca/soc 


www.Mac 


: crashes proliferate under air crews who 


: sense. These are all great stories—! was 
Gladwell : 


: reminds us, and if that sounds like com- : pares Oppenheimer’s career to that of ‘ 


: mon sense, it's Gladwell's willingness to : 
some myths about 19th century sex life : 


while he's at it, and considers the grief : after another that forces the reader to re- 


But if Angels and 
Ages possesses a 
particular thesis of 
its own, it is "that 
literary eloquence is 
essential to a liberal 
civilization." 


: cally speak in deference to superiors; how : read. It feels like a carefully edited tran- 


especially intrigued when Gladwell com- : 


: Chris Langan, some freakin’ genius who : 
actually prove it through one case study : lives in obscurity because, it would seem, 


: he lacks good communication skills—and 


in a basic, anecdotal way, every one of 


: them rings true. 
: and were difficult to access; how the : 
: characterize as literary or oratory style, as : Beatles honed their craft thanks to land- : 
: wellas providing’a sense of how this style : 


The problem arises when Gladwell uses 


: + these stories as avatars. So many ques- 
; ing that early and arduous Hamburg gig; : 
: accumulates in complexity and resonates : 


: across the ages. And he makes you crave : 


*; more. If Angels and Ages acquires a large : 
Lincoln's upon the world, but, as Gopnik : readership, it will surely expand the read- : 
argues, it's highly unlikely that anyone : ership of The Origin of the Species in kind. : 


: tions arise when we start to apply these 
: generalizations to all cases. Why do some 
( people fail when they actually have every 
; single one of Gladwell's ingredients for 


success? What exactly is success anyway, 


: especially in, for example, the popular 
; arts? Awards are a most dubious mea- 


sure. Plenty of world famous and endur. 


: ingly appealing rock bands never had their 
: Hamburg—some of them, strictly speak- 
: ing, didn't even know how to play their 


: instruments. And if Gladwell's 10 000 
; how Robert Oppenheimer clawed his way ! 


: to science superstardom even after at 
: tempting to murder his tutor; how plane : 


; Hour Rule” of practice is true, how do we 
apply it to, say, filmmakers? What exactly 


should they practice doing for 10 000 


: hours to become masters? 
: come from countries where people typi- : 


Make no mistake, Outliers is a terrific 


: Just be wary of accepting Gladwell's 


over-confident conclusions. The promise 
of universality draws us in, but the suc- 


: cess of a good story often lies in part on 
: its singularity. 
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“when [Hagen] gets dawn 
to creating acharacter, 
the results are riotous, 
affectionate and touching.” 

= UbNicholls, Edmenton Jounal 
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PREVUE // BUDDY 


Candid camera 


Darrin Hagen gets inventive with video to tell his story 
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PREVUE // CARMEN AND BOLERO 


I need a hero 


Grand-Maitre amps it with season-enders 


BOYS ON FILM >> Buddy mixes media to tell 
its small-town story // ten jackson, EPIC Photography 


man's gotta do what a man’s gotta 
io—in Darrin Hagen's works, that 
usually means the guy doing so does it 
in heels and a dress. They're illustrious 
drag works, acclaimed in Edmonton 
and abroad, yet Hagen's upcoming work 
Buddy features nary a single guy in dis- 
guise. It's a break from his usual motifs 
that he's found stimulating to explore. 
"It's been thrilling to write a play 
that has nothing to do with drag,” he 
laughs, a room-filling chuckle. "That's 
a big deal for me, because ultimately 
most of my plays have embraced [drag] 
as performance inspiration or as acon- 


tent inspiration. But in this one it has 
nothing to do with it. It was really re- 
freshing to start exploring that part of 
my life again—that world before the 
dress got involved.” 

Instead of focusing on or using drag 
to tell the story, Buddy examines the 
transition from boyish youth to man- 
hood, and what, exactly, makes a man 
a man, as two boys make a movie of 
theirlast year togetherinasmalltown, 
before graduation and adulthood pull 
them in separate directions. 

Moviemaking isn't just written into 
the story: it's part of the telling and 
the play's visuals, as the moments 
onstage get projected behind the ac- 
tion as it happens. Actors Jessie Ger- 
vais and Mark Jenkins, armed with 
hand cameras, are transmitting live 
feed during the show onto a screen 
behind them. 

It's cinematic integration dreamt up 
by Hagen and developed with Brad- 
ley Moss, who directs, and further 
fleshed out through collaboration 
with cinematographer Ian Jackson 
and set designer Paul Bezaire. 

Earlier this year, they set scripts 
aside and just workshopped with the 
cameras, figuring out how to make 
them do what they wanted: Bezaire 
ended up inventing a new type of 
camera stand on wheels, while Jack- 
son had to figure out how to have the 
cameras transmit wirelessly during 
the show. 

“Usually the writing drags the tech 
along behind it, and in this case I'd 
say they both had to step up to the 
plate repeatedly side by side, over 
again,” Hagen says. 


it's an unusual storytelling device; re- 
ally, these days the term “multimedia” 
gets pinned to any show that uses a 
few background projections, but Bud- 
dy's aiming to forge an integral link 
between video and story. 

"What I love about this piece is that 
this isn't a play with some slides be- 
hind it, you know?" says Hagen. "This 
is multimedia [that's] integral to the 
story, and it actually helps us tell the 
story, as opposed to an extra gloss of 
production on top of the story." 

Like most of Hagen’s work, the recol- 
lections of the growing pains between 
boy and man draw from observations 
Hagen’s made, issues he's exploring and 
a few dabs of his own life: he had to be 
aman before he could become a queen, 
after all, and getting there wasn't with- 
out its triumphs and struggles. 

"I think people look at me [and go], 
‘Oh, Darrin's a drag queen,” Hagen 
says. "Well dude, that drag queen was 
created by a man, and that man had 
a life before he became a drag queen, 
and ultimately even though I grew 
up gay in a small town, I was a girlie 
boy, I still had male friends, I lived in 
a masculine world, a male-dominated 
world. I had to learn how to negoti- 
ate that, and ultimately the characters 
in this play have to learn to negotiate 
that, too." WV 
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BUDDY 

WRITTEN BY OARRIN HAGEN 
DIRECTED BY BRADLEY MOSS 
STARRING JESSIE GERVAIS, MARK JENKINS 
THE ROKY (10708 -124 ST),$21—$27 
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Wi it came time last year for 
Jean Grand-Maitre to plan Al- 
berta Ballet's next season, he thought 
it might be interesting to create a hot 
Spanish evening to compliment the 
return of spring. What better remind- 
er of the heat in Spain than Carmen's 
fiery passion? After a couple hundred 
years, Carmen is still sexy, still danger- 
ous, and still relevant. First premiered 
in 2003, Grand-Maitre's version of the 
classic Spanish tale is riddled with un- 
dertones of feminist strength that is, 
in the end, squelched by the posses- 
sive minds of men. 

"Carmen is a woman who shows men 
what they are capable of,” says Grand- 
Maitre. "She inspires them to be at their 
worst and shows them how their lust 
and possessiveness, how all those ma- 
cho traits that men still emphasize to- 
day, are destructive." 

An interesting twist in the program 
this time around is the addition of 
Grand-Maitre's own version of Boléro, 
Ravel's most well-known classic. 

"Most choreographers shy away from 
this score because there's this connota- 
tion that it’s Maurice Béjart’s ballet. But 
was thinking about Spain and then sud- 
denly Boléro crossed my mind,” he says. 


While Béjart’s choreography showcases" 


a single dancer surrounded by a corps 
du ballet, Grand-Maitre's take on the 
movement returns to Ravel's original 
ideas about the mechanical tempo of 
the piece. 

"Ravel had themed this as a score for a 
duel between two men and set it in front 


of a factory, a manufacturing place, }). 
cause at the time artists had a sort o; 
romantic involvement with indust:; 
alism—the sounds of machinery ang 
constant rhythms. So I had this idea ¢, 
create a duel,” Grand-Maitre explains 


After watching Guillermo del Toro 
Pan's Labyrinth—handily set in Spain as 
well—Grand-Maitre found that the tric 
battle lay between good and evil. The 
day we chat he hasn't quite finished the 
ballet yet, so he can’t say who wins, but 
he does note that the 16-minute score 
ends in one of the most invigoratin, 
crescendos in the ballet world. 

"One of the biggest rushes you'll eve 
get out of classical music is Ravel’ 
Boléro," he says. "I'm really pushing the 
dancers physically: extreme lines, deer 
pliés, big lifts. It's almost an aestheti 
we saw in the '70s and '8os. It make 
dancers look like superheroes. People 
want to go to the theatre now to be re 
inspired about life. With all the stuff go 
ing on, the panics and the swine flus and 
economic crashes, there's somethi: 
about this kind of music that reconnect: 
you to the vitality, to that pure energ 
of the heartbeat. It kind of gives us tha 
hero feeling for humanity, that he c: 
conquer, that he can beat his own de 
mons and he can surpass all these wall 
There's something about the music th 
inspires heroic thinking." W 
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REVUE // LOVE 


Love you badly 


Love is no many-splendoured 
thing in unsparing NLT production 


FAWNDA MITHRUSH 

FAWNDA@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
Lx might be a many-splendoured 

thing to some, but to others it can be 
a savage means of survival. If you walk 
away from Northern Light's production 
of Patricia Cornelius’ Love with one idea 
on your mind, it’s likely not going to be 
some idealized version of coupledom. 
Instead, you'll probably be left gauging 
your need for affection to survive. And 
if all you ever need is food, shelter and 
water, then consider yourself lucky. 

The triad of junkies in Love, Annie, 
Tanya and Lorenzo, all need partners— 
be they in crime or in bed. See, Annie 
needs someone to look out for her, be- 
cause a 19-year-old hooker can't exactly 
take care of herself. Tanya needs to take 
care of someone else so she can forget 
about how much she hates herself. And 
Lorenzo, well, he’s just one of those 
skeezy guys that girls with esteem is- 
sues fall for to reiterate their own self- 
worth. At the same time, he needs 
someone to support his junk habit 

What's startling here is that each char- 
acter reinforces how ugly the others are 


when they start throwing around the 
word “love.” By the final scene it’s pain 
fully clear that the love they're talk- 
ing about isn't many-splendoured, it's 
nasty and manipulative and fleeting if 
anything. 

Trevor Schmidt lets a couple tender 
moments shine in his production, but 
oddly enough these happen when the 


What's startling here 
is that each character 

. reinforces how ugly 
the others are when 
they start throwing 
around the word 
"Love." 


characters can't actually see one anoth- 
er. In one, Annie softly speaks to Tanya 
over the phone, in another Lorenzo 
prods Annie out of the bathroom while 
whispering from the other side of the 
door. In both these scenes, you can't 
hear the characters’ exchange, but you 
can see Annie's face light up as if she'd 


really woken from her heroin stupor. 
Sure, they're just telling her what she 
needs to hear in those moments, but for 
a second you could actually believe that 
there's genuine feelings between them. 


But it's tough, as you can't believe any- 
thing they're saying from the get go— 
these three are master manipulators, 
desperately trying to convince each 
other that there's love where there's 
really only addiction. They're living in 
a dim shanty where graffiti covers the 


ground—the slanted hovel designed 
for the stage reminds you that they 
can't afford any real roof over their 
heads, but also alludes to a world where 
the sky is never quite within reach, re- 
ally all but suffocating them. The world 
above their heads is not a place they can 
survive in. 

Natascha Girgis is completely stun- 
ning as the de-feminized Tanya, and 
looks out for Annie as any honourable 
man would, only expecting loyalty 
and money for junk in return. As the 


energetic and troubled Annie, Ambe 
Borotsik displays a willing vulnerabil 
ity that quickly fades to wailing, shrie! 
ing depression when Lorenzo finds an 
other woman to keep up his habits. Rob 
van Meenen is an altogether parasitic 
jerk as Lorenzo, who leaves just a bint 
of charm in his wake (and in his tight 
tight jeans). 

There's no idealized "we'll get through 
this, things will get better” platitudes 
only the bitter reality that these charac 
ters can't make the right choices. When 
Annie and Tanya find a wad of cash and 
credit cards in a trick’s wallet, they talk 
about all the amazing things they could 
do with it; get a dog, buy food, go to 4 
movie. "We can live for a day,” Tanya 
says. They end up buying heroin. 

You're not supposed to love them- 
hell, it's difficult to like them by the 
end of it—but the show is a magn 
cent destruction of the human need fo 
community. Like fish, the like-minded 
tend to school together, for better or for 
worse. W 
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e travel-comedy genre's gone 
through.a drought in recent years: 
blame 9/11 or whatever you want, but 
foreign borders, especially Middle- 
Eastern ones, now seem fraught with 
more peril than adventure, and the few 
stories set in “dangerous” lands usually 
have a strictly political charge to them. 
Rarely is there a globetrotting tale 
that takes a purely comic slant, which 
makes Connie in Egypt a time-capsule 
of sorts: first performed back in 1994, 
it's a "stranger in a strange land" com- 
edy the likes of which doesn't get writ- 
ten these days. A wacky romp through 
Northern Africa, it’s also a large jewelin 
the Teatro La Qunidicina chest of past 
treasures, an utterly screwball Stewart 
Lemoine comedy that still has legs 15 
years after its original run. 

We first meet Connie (Cathleen Root- 
saert) plopped down in a pile of sand, 
courtesy of Belinda Cornish’s exotic 
set design. "I'm in the middle of the Sa- 
hara," she chirps, blissful despite being 
lost in the desert dunes. Cathleen Root- 
saert makes her an immensely likable 
gal, one whose vacation location was 
decided by a co-worker's offhand sug- 
gestion but dived into with headstrong 
determination, alone, sans tour group 
and without any real plan. Recounting 
the steps that got her lost, she encoun- 
ters prostitutes, a terrorist, beggar chil- 
dren, foreign food, a belly dancer and 
Secret passages below the pyramid. 


The episodic structure is pretty simple 
(Connie tries to do X, is confronted with 
wacky character/situation and she per- 
Severes, usually surviving rather than 
solving), but most scenes are tight- 
written sketches that stand the test 
of time: a particularly well-delivered 
premise takes place on the plane to 
Egypt, as a nervous Connie confides in 
a fellow passenger (Haslam, in one of 
about 10 roles): "I think the steward- 
ess is blind.” They page her, and Davina 
Stewart enters in dark glasses, feeling 
her way through the cabin, kicking off 
a increasingly riotous series of vision 
ests, 

Only one scenario, the literary appa- 
nition from Death in Venice, seems out 


JUST LIKE OLD TIMES >> Teatro vets reprise their roles wi 
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CONNIE IN EGYPT 


dy screwball 


ears on, Connie still entertains 


. 


of place in the oddball adventure. Ev- 
erything else is situational comedy of 
the best kind, and the cast—the same 
as the 1994 run—have it down to a 
simple science. 

Haslam and Stewart speed through 
characters and wigs, voices and cos- 
tumes, with impressive vitality. Decked 
out in Leona Brausen’s wonderful 
wares, they're clearly in their element. 
So is Rootsaert, an actress of impec- 
cable comic timing and delivery. 

Shows like Connie have a lasting rep- 
utation from a time before youngish 
audiences had a chance to witness the 
golden days of a local company, but a 
revisit like this seems to mean as much 
to them as it does us: everyone onstage 
is having a ball, admittedly an odd one, 
and with a script like Connie, the feel- 
ing’s infectious. W 


Diamond Way Buddhist Centre Edmonton - 


VUEWEEKLY presents 
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hundreds of special listings and essential previews of the 
summer s hottest concerts, movies, festivals and attractions 


Lama Ole’s message is simple: He teaches students how to. 
be fearless, joyful and actively compassionate here and now. 


Tuespay May 12 


Macias THEATRE IN THE CITADEL 
9828-101A Ave. 


edmonten vay.org « 780-455-5488 « www.diamondway.org/edmonton 
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Mastodon - Crack The Skye (reprise) 

Joel Ptaskett - Three (maplemusic) 


) FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 
Neil Young - Fork in The Road (reprise) 


Buddy & Julie Miller - Written In Chalk (new west) 


JU Cale — Roll On (rounder) 
Ruthie Foster- Truth (blue com) 


Yeah Yeah Yeah's - It's Blitz! (interscope) 
Propagandhi - Supporting Caste (smallman) 
10. John Doe & The Sadies - Country Club (outside) 


11. The Decemberists - The Hazards Of Love (capitol) 
12. Rachelle Van Zanten - Where Your Garden Grows (vz) 


13. Patrick Watson —Wooden Times (secret city) 
14, Depeche Mode - Sounds Of The Universe (em) 
15. Pink Mountaintops — Outside Love (jagjaguwar) 


16. Agoraphobic Nosebleed - Agorapocalypse (relapse) 
17. Justin Townes Earle - Midnight At The Movies (bloodshot) 
18. DOOM — Born Like This (lex) 

19. Bonnie ‘Prince’ Billy - Beware (drag city) 


20. Leonard Cohen - Live In London (columbia) 


21. V/A-- Dark Was The Night (4ad) 
22. Peaches —{ Feel Cream (xi) 
23. Brutal Truth - Evolution Through Revolution (relapse) 


24. Deep Dark Woods - Winter Hours (black hen) 
25. Maeleine Peyroux - Bare Bones (rounder) 


26. Dan Auerbach — Keep It Hid (nonesuch) 
27. Animal Collective — Merriweather Post Pavilion (domino) 


28. Romi Mayes - Achin in Yer Bones (romi mayes) 
29. Geoff Bemer - Klezmer MMongrels (jericho beach) 
30. Marianne Faithfull - Easy Come Easy Go (decca) 


THE DIVORCEES 
THE LAST OF THE FREE MEN 


The Last Of The Free Men is the second release 


from New Brunswick Outlaws The Divorcees. 


Alex Madsen, Danny Roy, Denis “Turtle” 
Arsenault, Brock Gallant, and Jason "J Byrd" 


Nicholson came up in the maritime music scene 
having played in rock, punk, funk, grunge, and 


even metal bands. 


But their love of country was always just under 


the surface. 
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ON SALE Now! 


ALBERTA BALLET Jubilee Auditorium, 11455-87 Ave, 
780.428.6839 - CARMEN AND BOLERO: by Artistic Director 
Jean Grand-Mafitre « May 22-13, 730pm. 

GITA GOVINDA Trans Alta Arts Barn, 10330-84 Ave +A 
Timeless Tale of Divine Love: Odissi dance directed by 
Menaka Thakkar « Mon, May 28, 7:30pm 

USHA DANCE ENTOURAGE, JHANKAR SOCIETY OF 
MUSIC AND DANCE Westbury Theatre, TransAlta Arts 
Bars, 10330-84 Ave + Odissi Style Gita Govinda « Mon, 
May 18, 7pm « Sas (adult)/Sis (student/senior) at TIX on the 
‘Square, door 


IDYLWYLDE LIBRARY 8310-88 Ave, 780.496.1808 » Anime 
Screening — Bleach Movie 1: Memories of Nobody; ages 
33-27 > May7 


METRO CINEMA 9828-2014 Ave + Edmonton Intera- 
tional Film Festival fundraiser presents the World's Hottest 
‘Commercials « May 14-27, 7pm + $15 at TIX on the Square 


EE Se 
GALLERIES 
AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave, 780.482.2854 
+ MCAVITY AND PEREHUDOFF: Catherine Meavity and 
Catherine Perehudoff + May 9-21 « Opening reception: Sat, 
May 9, 2-4pm, artists in attendance 

ALBERTA AVENUE COMMUNITY CENTRE 9210-118 Ave, 
780.496.1913 « THAT BLOOMIN" GARDEN SHOW AND 
ART SALE « Sat, May 9, 9am-3pm 
ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10286-106 St, 720.488.661 « 
Discovery Gallery: COMING UP NEXT: Featuring works 
by emerging fine craft artists « Until June 6 « Opening 
reception: Sat, May 9, 2-4pm + UNITY AND D) ; 
May 9-June20 

ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 
-780.459:3679 « AN ORDINARY DAY: Artworks by Bey Bun- 
ker « May 7-June 6 « Opening reception: Thu, May 7, 6-9pm 
ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Sq, 100, 10230 
Jasper Ave, 780.422.6223 « KOSHASHIN: The Hall 
Collection of 9th Century Photographs of Japan; until 
June 7 - HIROSHIGE ANDO-THE 53 STATIONS OF 
THE TOKAIDO ROAD: Prntmaker Ando Hiroshige’s 
famous series of Ukiyo-e woodblock prints from 1833- 
1834; until June 7 » KRISTY TRINTER-OTHERWORLD: 
Re-translating a medieval Japanese Noh Theatre play 
into three separate elements (audio, video and text); 
until June 7 « Kristy Trinier Artist Tall Thu, May 21, 
7-8pm + POLAROIDS: Photographs by Attila Richard 
Lukacs selected by Michael Morris; The history of art 
is rich with images that are provocative and challenge 
societal norms. Sexuality and violence are integral 

to this history. POLAROIDS addresses questions of 
power, masculinity and desire with images of nudity 
and sexual activity. This content will disturb some and 
inspire others. Parents and educators are encouraged 
to preview the exhibition; until May 18 « LEAVING 
OLYMPIA-UNVEILING THE IDEALIZED NUDE; until 


May 18 + A SENSE SUBLIME: 19th Century Landscapes; | 


until June 28 + Can Art Make The World Better?: Sun, 
May 17, 2-4pm; free, featuring panelists Michael Phair, 
André Grace, Ted Kerr, Anne Whitelaw, and Kristopher 
Wells - Free (member)/$i0 (adult)/$7 (senior/student); 
$s (6-1ayrs)/free (syrs and under)/$20 (family—z adults, 
4 children) - MOTHER'S DAY FIELD TRIP: From. 

the Gallery to the Garden: Journey Through Japan 

on Mother's Day; Sun, May 10, 10;30am-4pm; $30 
(adult)/$25 (senior/student/AGA member)/$20 (child 
under 22) « Art on the Block: Silent auction; Wed, May 13, 
2009, 6:30pm; ticket/Info: 780.422.6223; Auction preview: 
yew artgalleryalbertacom 

CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103-95 Ave, 
780.461.3427 « POT-POURRE The ASA's Small is All exhibit, 
Vivianne Montpellier’s paintings and members’ artworks « 
May 8-20 + Opening reception, May 8, 7-8:30pm 
CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S GALLERY 962-82 Ave, 
780.498.1984 + MYSELF, THE PORTRAIT: A series of male 
portraits and other works « Until Aug 30 

CROOKED POT GALLERY 4912-51 Ave, Stony Plain, 
780.983.9573 » INTO THE GARDEN: Garden and patio 
items by Marian Majeau « Through May 

ELECTRUM GALLERY 12429 Stony Plain Rd, 780.452.1402 
+ COLLECTION 2009: Gold and silver jewellery by Wayne 
Mackenzie, Janet Stein, Meghan Wagg, Susan Kun, Bayot 
Heer, Jesper Jensen Dietje Hagedoorn, John Blair, Jackie 
Anderson. Paintings, wood, glass artworks, as well as ce- 
ramics, washi-Chigiri-e, and photographs by various artists 


ris, from a University Centenary project « Until May 7 
FAB GALLERY Fine Arts Bldg, U of A, 12 St, 89 Ave, 
780.492.2081 + ARS EX MACHINA: Bachelor of Fine Arts 
Graduate Exhibition « Unfll May 9 

FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave, bsmt of the Paint 
Spot, 780.432.0240 » IN AND OUTSIDE WITH NATURE: 
Paintings by Nancy Corrigan + Until May 3o » Opening 
reception: May 9, 2-4prn 

FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave, 780.488.2992 -WAX 
AND WOOL: Encaustic paintings by Jeff Molloy « Until 
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May 24 ; 

GALLERY AT MILNER Stanley A. Milner Library Main 

FA, Sir Winston Churchill Square, 780.496.7030 * WORDS 
Calligraphic 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior Centre, 
1081 University Ave, 780.433.5807 « PATHWAYS: Artworks 
by Julie Drew + Until May 23 - Opening reception May 13, 
&30-B:30pm _ 

JOHNSON GALLERY « Southside: 7711-85 St, 780.465.6172; 
Artworks by Marion Barker, Glenda Beaver, Audrey Pfan- 


KAMENA s7i8 Calgary Tr S, 780.944.9497 » Mon-Wed, Fri 
1oam-6pm; Thu 1oam-7pm; Sat roam-spm + Artworks by 
various artists 

LANDO GALLERY 12130-105 Ave, 780.990.1161 « IN FULL 
BLOOM: Paintings by Telila Barzel « Until May 16 
LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St, * Main Space: 
SOME UNABASHED OPTIMISM: Video exhibition by 
Jon Sasaki * Projex Room: HERD: Installation by Adriean 
Koleric + Until May 16 

LOFT GALLERY A.J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 Broadmoor 
Blvd, Sherwood Park, 780.922.6324 » Open every Thu 

5-9p; Sat 10am-4pm « NEW ART: New selections of the 
Permanent Art Acquisition collection of the Strathcona 
County + Until June 30 

MCMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St, 
780.407.7152 - URBAN TEXTURES: by members of Articula- 
tion: Fibre artworks focusing on the City of Winnipeg's 
architecture « Until June 14 

MCPAG Multicultural Centre Public Art Gallery, su-9. 
St, Stony Plain, 720.963.2777 » WILD THINGS: Paintings 

by James Trevelyan; until June 3 « Dining Room Gallery: 
Prints by Agnieszka Doziarz; until May 2 

MICHIF CULTURAL AND METIS RESOURCE 
INSTITUTE 9 Mission Ave, St. Albert, 780.651.8176 

- Aboriginal Veterans Display « Gift Shop « Finger 
weaving and sash display by Celina Loyer 

NINA HAGGERTY Stollery Gallery, 9704-111 Ave, 
780.474.7611 » COME WHAT MAY: The NHCA Collec- 
tive + Until May 19 

PETER ROBERTSON MAIN GALLERY 10183-1122 St, 
780.452.0286 » COLOURS-NEW PAINTINGS: Paint- 
ings by Giuseppe Albi 5 

PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY~2 12304 Jasper Ave, 
780.455.7479 » New paintings by Robert Wiseman « 
Until May 30 

PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordze Rd, Sherwood Park, 
780.467.3038» MASTERPIBCES IN MINIATURE ART 
SHOW: Featuring artworks by over 45 invited artists from 
across Narth America. Portion of proceeds to Wellspring- 
Edmonton Art Therapy Room « Until May 21 

PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, 

St. Albert, 780.460.4310 « HIGH ENERGY XIV; Artworks by 
students of St Albert High Schools + May 7-30 » Opening 
reception: May 7, 6-gpm. 

PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8655 Roper Rd, 
780.427.2750 « Open Tue-Sat gam-430pm; Wed gam-9pm « 
THE BANFF CENTRE: 75 YEARS OF INSPIRING CREATIV- 
ITY Until July 24+ Free 

ST ALBERTS DOWNTOWN ART WALK + Wares, Meese 
Clothing, Gemport, Art Beat, Profiles, Studio Gallery, 
Bookstore-on Perron, Crimson Quill, Roche's Fine Things, 
Concept Jewellery * ArtWalk «Thu, May 7 

SCOTT GALLERY 1041-124 St, 780.488.3619 » RETURNTO 
HAIDA GWAB-HOMAGE TO AN ANCIENT CULTURE: 
Paintings by Wendy Wacko » May 9-26 - Opening recep- 
tion: Sat, May 9, 2-4pm a 

SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St BACK TO BASICS: by 
Marcelle Hanselaar 

SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY Melcor Oultural Centre, 
3& 5 Ave, Spruce Grove, 780.962.0664 « LASTING IMPRES- 
SIONS: Featuring artworks by Joan Bailey; until May 9 + 
STUDENTS EXHIBITION AND SALE: May 11-23; opening 
reception: May 16, 1-4prn 

STEPPES GALLERIES 1253, 1259-92 St + West Gallery: 
(COMPLEXION: Paintings by Joe Reimer, until June 2; 
opening reception: Thu, May 14, 6-8pm +To view contact: 
Kelley Bernt at kelley brent@bidg-inc.ca 

TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 1121-142 St, 720.452.9100 + 
Angels and Demons: The Pacts and Fiction of Anti-Matter, 
lecture by physicist Roger Moore; Sat, May 16, apm 

TU GALLERY 1078-124 St, 780.452.9664 » 4TH ANNUAL 
STUDENT SHOW: Works by the NAIT Photographic 
students « Until May 16th 
ene 


AUDREYS. 10702 Jasper Ave, 780.423.3487 + 
Poetry Nights the and Pri each month + An Evening 
with the Authors: Alberta literary awards short-listed 
authors, Su Croll, Lisa Martin-DeMoor, Shawna 
Lemay, and Erica Wiens, read their work; May 7, 
7pm; free; info: Writers Guild of Alberta 780.422.8174, 
1.800.665.5354 = Betsy Trumpener (CBC News Reporter) 
reads from her debut collection of short fiction, The 
Butcher of Penetang (Caitlin); Fri, May 8, 7:30pm. 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 780.469.8755 » Story Slam: 
every third Wed of the month ° 

CARROT CAFE 9351-118 Ave, 780.471.1580 « Carrot Writ- 


deg Chee Easy The g-9pm A citique cine the 4th 
CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave, 780.932.4409 .T A) 5 
Monthly GirclesTell stories or comets tes 
and Fri each month « Until June, 8pm; $3 (free first,» 


LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR 11053-86 Ave, 780.470,<.2 
www.levabar.com « Standing room only, Poetry ever, 
sed Son evening oe 
ROBBINS HEALTH LEARNING CENTRE Mc: y.., 
‘St, 104 Ave - The Bow: Erin Mouré, poetry reading 
‘Thu, May 24, 12:45pm; free + The Heart: Les Njur:., 
poetry readinig; Fri, May 15, 7:30pm; free 

ROSIE'S 10475-B0 Ave, 780.439.7211 » TALES: 
Edmonton Storytelling Caf TALES. Alberta League ; 
couraging Storytelling open mic « First Thu each month 
7-9pm + Pay-What-You-Will (min $6); info at 780.932 44. 
‘Wild Women: Dawn Blue, Enaid and Jennie Prost: May 
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Faculty Chub « Alberts Basi 
Publishing Awards Gala, keynote address by Ted Bish, 
author of Riding with Rilke; Ken Davis (MQ) « Fri, May 2 
6pm (cocktails), 7pm (dinner), formal dress, not black ti. 
$50 available from the Book Publishers Association 
berta, 780.424.5060 or info@bookpublishers ab ca 
UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave, 780.422 8:; 
Poets’ Haven: Monday Night reading series pres 
by Stroll of Poets « Every Mon, 7pm « $s door 
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ART ON ART PCL Studio Theatre, TransAlta Ans 

Barns, 780.409.1910 « By Catch the Keys Producti 
presented by the System Theatre, script by Mey 
Dart, starring Stuart Hoye, Nicole Marie Sch: 
and Nikolai Witschl « May 7-9, 14-26, 8pm an. 
(8pm only on May 9, followed by an after-party 
(adult)/$15 (student/senior/Equity) : 
ASSASSINS RUNNING Timms Centre, J of A, & Ay 
122 St « Studio Theatre, musical by Stephen Son: 
director: Clinton Carew « May 12 (preview)-23, 7-30pr 


ns 


mat: May 21, 12:30pm «$5 (preview)-$20 
BUDDY Roxy Theatre, 10708-124 St, 780.453 2440 - Th 
story of a man reflecting on his teenage years spen 
in a rural Alberta town by Darrin Hagen, presented ¢ 
Theatre Network, starring Jesse Gervais, Mark j 
Until May 24 + Two-For-One Tues: May 12 and 
CHASING LOVE: CHARITY MUSICAL DRAMA Jubi!- 
Auditorium, 11455-87 Ave, 780.427.2760 « May 14 
CHIMPROV Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave. 
780.433.3399 * Rapid Fire Theatre presents comed 
every Sat, 11pm, except for the last Sat of each n 
until June 13 + $10/$8 (member) at TIX on the S. 
CONNIE IN EGYPT Varscona Theatre, 1032: 
780.433.3399 » Comedy by Stewart Lemoine 
mid 'gos presented by Teatro la Quindicina - 
May 16, Tue-Sat 7:30pm; Sat mat: apm *Wed- 
nings; $25 (adult)/$20 (student/senior); Sat afte 
$:5; Tue: Pay-What-You-Can 

DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave. 
780.433.3399 * Live improvised soap opera directed by 
Dana Andersen « Every Mon, 8pm 

DIRTY ROTTEN SCOUNDRELS Mayfield Dine: Thea 
16615-109 Ave, 780.483.4051 « Book by Jeffrey Lane/rn 
and lyrics by David Yarbek « Until June 28 «Tickets « 
Mayfield box office, toll-free: 2.877.529.7829 
DISNEY'S BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Strath 
tian Academy Auditorium, 1011 Cloverbar Rd, 
Park, 780.464:7127 « May 12-15 « $10 (Mat), Si2 (Evening 
student/senior\/$is (adult); Family and group rates aval 
able ; Dinner Theater; May 25: $40/person 

AN EVENING OF ONE-ACT PLAYS Edmonton Music 
Theatre Studio, 10104-121 St « Celsius Youth Theat 


ents: Fourteen by Alice Gerstenberg, directed by Brendan 


$5 (each)/$2o (family) E: celsiusyouththeatre@gmail.com 
Donna at 780.440.2823 or Shelagh at 780.436.3035 
LOVE Third Space, 11516-1093 St « Northern Light Th 
atre + By Patricia Cornelius, starring Amber Borotsik 
Natascha Girgis,and Rob van Meenen + Until May 
8pm « $a5 (opening night\/S1s (preview); $20 (2dult)/S1* 
(student/senior) at TIX on the Square 
NEVERMORE Catalyst Theatre, 8529 Gateway Boul: 
vard « The Imaginary Life and Mysterious Dea 
Edgar Allan Poe + Until May 17 « Advance tickets 21 1 
on the Square « Special Gala fundraiser: Thu, May ~ 
ROMEO AND JULIET/ MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING 
Alberta Avenue Community Centre, 9210-118 Ave » ? 
Prospero's The Ave, The Bard, and The Rep-robates ° e 
presents Romeo and Juliet: May 14, 16, 21 a 7-30P™: May 
16 at apm; and Much Ado About Nothing: May 25 2°.° 
at 70pm + $16 (adult)/S12 at TIX on the 
Square, door; info at 780-477-2773 et 107, & theatrepro* 
pero@shaw.ca ur meperley@gmailcom 
SEXY GALS IN THE CITY Jubilations Dinner Theat: 
8882-170 St, Phase Il, WEM, 780.484.2424 » A sp00! 0" 
the TV show Sex in the City with love songs from (he 
‘Jos and ‘Bos + Until June 7 : 
THE SHAPE OF THINGS Horizon Stage, Spruce G™°* 
780.962.8995 » Horizon Players, Black Box Theatre 
presentation, a theatre show for mature audiences 
directed by Richard Winnick » Until May 9 « Tickets 
available at Horizon box office, or TicketMaster 
‘THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Av 

+ Rapid Fire Theatre's weekly insane 
eres ey (apm) « Until July 3: - 0/5 
(member) at TIX on the Square » 
WIZARD OF O2 Citadel's Shoctor Theatre, 9828-100" 
‘Ave, 780.451820 « By I Frank Baum, music and }7 
by EY Harburg. Part of the Mainstage Se adel 

7:30pm, mat 1: + Tickets 

bow office» Pre Show Chat with Bob Baker on Ss MAT 
9, 12:45pm in the Shoctor Lobby 
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Cultures collide in moving, human Necessities of Life 


JOSEFBRAUN 
J JOSEF@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


| See RRRTETETENE IO HEINLEIN rer anu HCTI TENET 
f all the diverse sounds that in- 
termingle in its vibrant, wordless 
opening scenes, we hear two things in 
i near the start of The Neces- 
sities of Life (Ce qu'il faut pour vivre). 
The wheezing breath of Tivii and the 
foghorn of a distant ship emerge from 
the aural foliage, portending not only 
to the imminent cultural conflicts but 
also to the tone of this muted, often 
lovely and very moving film. It's 1952, 
and Tivii, diagnosed with tuberculosis, 
is taken from his wife and children and 
Baffin Island home by a passing ship 
of government medical inspectors. 
Three months later Tivii finds himself 
at a Quebec sanatorium. He receives 
a shave and a haircut, some strange 
clothing and painful treatment from 
people with whom he cannot commu- 
nicate other than through grunts and 
gestures. He worries that he'll soon die. 
Caught in a puzzling place more crowd- 
ed than anywhere he's ever known yet 
lonelier than he's ever felt, there's the 
eerie sense that he's slipped into some 
sort of purgatory. { 
Written by Bernard Emond and di- 
rected by Benoit Pilon, The Necessities of 
Life is a fairly simple story that reflects 
a much larger one, that of the growing 
pains of Canadian multiculturalism. 
Tivii shares with his caretakers no lan- 
guage, customs, diet, social mores or 
system of belief, just residency within 
the same vast nation and access to its 
developing health care system. The 
sanatorium staff are rendered neither 
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// THE NECESSITIES OF LIFE 


LOST IN TRANSLATION >> Natar Ungalaaq gives a stunning performance as a 


transplanted Inuit in Necessities of Life // supped 


resentful, racist villains nor endlessly 
patient, enlightened altruists, though 
there is one nurse so touched by Tivii's 
plight—and, presumably, senses that 
his weakened mental health threatens 
to exacerbate the effects ofhis disease— 
that she makes significant efforts to 
reach out to him. Tivii is profoundly 
confused. He's gentle, but not always 
generous, and will need to plumb the 
depths of despair and self-pity before 
he can recover and ultimately attain 


some sense of reconciliation with the 
white people who have disrupted his 
life so as to save it. 


Pilon never rushes things, but he's sly 
about where he places Emond's turn- 
ing points. The music of Robert Marcel 
Lepage remains always quiet enough to 
make room for wind or feet crunching 
on hardened snow. Photographed by Mi- 
chel La Veaux, the film retains a sensitiv- 
ity to the contrasting light and colours of 


e e 
Carving out a niche 


The Dana Carvey Show displays the talent of its unbelievable cast 


Thirteen years after its brief, seven- : 
episode run on ABC, The Dana Carvey : 
Show would surely be (unjustly) forgot- : 
ten were it not for one pretty important = 


fact: it was basically the most fer- 
tile training ground for writing 
and performing talent, partic- 
ularly of the comedic variety, 

of arguably any show of the 

last 20 years. The only real 

contender to that particu- 
lar throne is The Ben Stiller 
Show, a similarly cancelled- 
before-its time network sketch 


comedy show, which served as a coming- : 
out party for, among others, Stiller, Judd : 
Apatow, Janeane Garofalo, Bob Odenkirk, : 
David Cross and Dino Stamatopoulos. : 
The Dana Carvey Show matches that : 
list nearly shot-for-shot, though: besides : 
Carvey and co-producer Robert Smigel, ; 


who had both enjoyed success on’ Sat- : 
urday Night Live before their work here, : 
TDCS launched the careers of Steve : 
Carrell, Stephen Colbert, Louis CK, Char- = 
lie Kaufman (I!), Robert Carlock : 
(Friends/30. Rock) and, to top it : 
off, borrowed Mr Show creator : 
Odenkirk and writer Stamato- = 
? of the squares who greenlit and were 
Finally out on DVD from : 


Shout! Factory next Tuesday, : 
: sort of revolutionary mindfuck, but it 


polous, just for kicks. 


TDCS displays its talents pretty 


amply up on screen. Though not ; 
exactly as ahead-of-its-time as some : 
commentators have said—it was, after : 
all, a few years behind Stiller and start- : 
ed roughly the same time as Mr Show, : 
which still probably has an edge on it : 
for relevant satirical bite—it's neverthe- : 
less something fairly unique, particularly : small child, a few puppies and a kitten. 
among network television series. Besides Z 


Stiller, which isn't quite as gleefully 
countercultural as Carvey (more on that 
in a second), the best analogue would 
probably be something like Laugh-In, the 
legendary ‘60s sketch comedy: TDCS has 
a stark absurdist bent that gets at least 
part of its charm from the fact that it is 
so gleefully mocking the expectations 


watching it. 
| don't mean to imply that this was some 


was pretty adventurous for a show that 
followed Home Improvement: its rather 
infamous first sketch featured then- 
President Bill Clinton (Carvey indulging 
one of his many impersonations) strip- 
ping off his shirt to reveal a bevy of 
nipples, with which he then breastfed a 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 24>> 


| X-Men Origins: 
Wolverine 


the exterior and interior worlds, the ten- 

sion between the two being essential to 

understanding Tivii's particular strain of 
homesickness. But it is Tivii himself, or 
rather Natar Ungalaag, the truly remark- 

able actor who plays him, that seems to 
be the grounding force upon which all 
the major aesthetic choices are made. 
His presence, his rhythms, the curious 
variations on surprise, joy and resigna- 
tion that he conveys through the slight- 
est smile, narrowing of the eyes, or pe- 
culiar hesitation, imbue The Necessities 
of Life with its emotional textures. Unga- 
laaq's charismatic visage will be familiar 
to those who've seen him as the titular 
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PETER TRAVERS 
“STAR TREK’ IS A BURST OF PURE 
EXHILARA 


TION AND 
AN IRRESISTIBLE INVITATION FOR FUN! 
WHAT MORE COULD YOU ASK. 
OF A SUMMER MOVIE?” 


STAR TR 


STARTS FRIDAY! 


Ice Capped ty Brian Gibson 
Inuits on film 


ReelFemme by jonathan Busch 
Girls on film 
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hero in Atanarjuat or as Nugallagq in The 

Journals of Knud Rasmussen. He's in dan- 

ger of becoming the exclusive face of 
the Inuit in the movies, but until there's 
room for more, I can't imagine a better 
face to be focused on, learning from and 
having a good time with. W . 


OPENS FRI, MAY & 

THE NECESSITIES OF LIFE 

DIRECTED BY BENOTT PILON 

WRITTEN BY BERNARDEMOND » 
STARRING NATAR UNGALAAQ, 

EVELINE GELINAS, PAULANDRE BRASSEUR 
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CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES 
FOR LOCATIONS AND SHOWTIMES 


FILM /F2! 


5. Buddy & Julie Miller - Written In Chalk (new west) 

6. JU Cale—Roll On (rounder) . 
7. Ruthie Foster—Truth (blue com) 

8. Yeah Yeah Yeah's — It's Blitz! (intersoope) 

9. Propagandhi - Supporting Caste (smaliman) 

10. John Doe & The Sadies - Country Club (outside) 

11. The Decemberists — The Hazards Of Love (capitol) 
12. Rachelle Van Zanten - Where Your Garden Grows (rvz) 
13. Patrick Watson — Wooden Times (secret city) 

14. Depeche Mode - Sounds Of The Universe (emi) 

15. Pink Mountaintops — Outside Love (agjaguwar) 
16. Agoraphobic Nosebleed — Agorapocalypse (relapse) 
17. Justin Townes Earle - Midnight At The Movies (bloodshot) 
18. DOOM — Born Like This (lex) 

19. Bonnie ‘Prince’ Billy - Beware (drag city) 

20. Leonard Cohen — Live In London (columbia) 

21. V/A= Dark Was The Night (4ad) 

22. Peaches —| Feel Cream (xi) 

23. Brutal Truth — Evolution Through Revolution (relapse) 
24. Deep Dark Woods - Winter Hours (black hen) 

25. Maeleine Peyroux - Bare Bones (rounder) 

26. Dan Auerbach — Keep It Hid (nonesuch) 

27. Animal Collective - Merriweather Post Pavilion (domino) 
28. Romi Mayes - Achin in Yer Bones (romi mayes) 

29. Geoff Bemer — Klezmer IViongrels (jericho beach) 

30. Marianne Faithfull ~ Easy Come Easy Go (decca) 


THE DIVORCEES 
THE LAST OF THE FREE MEN 


The Last Of The Free Mens the second release 
from New Brunswick Outlaws The Divorces. ON SALE Now! 


Alex Madsen, Danny Roy, Denis “Turtle” 
Arsenault, Brock Gallant, and Jason "J Byrd" 
Nicholson came up in the maritime music scene 
having played in rock, punk, funk, grunge, and 
even metal bands. 


But their love of country was always just under 
the surface. 


MH 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


ALBERTA BALLET Jubilee Auditorium, 11455-57 Ave, 
780.428.6839 » CARMEN AND BOLERO; by Artistic Director 
Jean Grand-Maftre « May 12-13, 7-30pm 

GITA GOVINDA Trans Alta Arts Bam, 10330-85 Ave >A 
‘Timeless Tale of Divine Love: Odissi dance directed by 
Menaka Thakkar « Mon, May 18, 7-30pm 

USHA DANCE ENTOURAGE, JHANKAR SOCIETY OF 


(MUSIC AND DANCE ‘Theatre, TransAlta Arts 
Barns, 10330-84 Ave + Odissi Style Gita Govinda - Mon, 
May 18, 7pm » $as (adult)/Sis (student/senior) at TIX on the 
‘Square, door 


FILM 

IDYLWYLDE LIBRARY 8310-88 Ave, 780.496.1808 « Anime 
Screening — Bleach Movie 1: Memories of Nobody; ages 
137 * May7 
LONDONDERRY LIBRARY Londonderry Mall, 137 Ave, 
66 St» Manufactured Landscapes documentary « May 7 « 
Pre-register at 780.496.6708, 780.496.1814 

METRO CINEMA 9828-1014 Ave « Edmonton Interna- 
tional Film Festival fiindraiser presents the World's Hottest 
Commercials + May 14-x7, 7pm + $15 at TIX on the Square 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave, 780.482.2854 
+ MCAVITY AND PEREHUDOFF: Catherine Mcavity and 
Catherine Perehudoff + May 9-21 « Opening reception: Sat, 
May 9, 2-4pm, artists in attendance 

ALBERTA AVENUE COMMUNITY CENTRE 9210-118 Ave, 
780.496.1913 » THAT BLOOMIN' GARDEN SHOW AND 
ART SALE » Sat, May 9, 9amn-3pm 
ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10186-106 St, 780.488.6612 « 
Discovery Gallery: COMING UP NEXT: Featuring works 
by emerging fine craft artists « Until June 6 « Opening 
reception: Sat, May 9, 2-4pm + UNITY AND DIVERSITY: 
May 9-June 20 ; 

ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 
780.459.3679 » AN ORDINARY Day: Artworks by Bev Bun- 
ker « May 7-June 6 « Opening reception: Thu, May 7, 6-9pm 
ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Sq, 100, 10230 
Jasper Ave, 780.422.6223 « KOSHASHIN: The Hall 
Collection of igth Century Photographs of Japan; until 
June 7 - HIROSHIGE ANDO-THE 53 STATIONS OF 
THE TOKAIDO ROAD: Printmaker Ando Hiroshige’s 
famous series of Ukiyo-e woodblock prints from 1833- 
1834; until June 7 » KRISTY TRINIER-OTHERWORLD: 
Re-translating a medieval Japanese Noh Theatre play 
into three separate elements (audio, video and text); 
until June 7 «Kristy Trinier Artist Tall: Thu, May 21, 
7-8pm + POLAROIDS: Photographs by Attila Richard 
Lukacs selected by Michael Morris; The history of art 
is rich with images that are provocative and challenge 
societal norms. Sexuality and violence are integral 

to this history. POLAROIDS addresses questions of 
power, masculinity and desire with images of nudity 
and sexual activity. This content will disturb some and 
inspire others. Parents and educators are encouraged 
to preview the exhibition; until May 18 -« LEAVING 
OLYMPIA-UNVEILING THE IDEALIZED NUDE; until 


May 18 « A SENSE SUBLIME: agth Century Landscapes; | 


until June 28 + Can Art Make The World Better?: Sun, 
May 17, 2-4pm; free, featuring panelists Michael Phair, 
André Grace, Ted Kerr, Anne Whitelaw, and Kristopher 
Wells « Free (member)/$10 (adult}/$7 (senior/student); 
$5 (6-a2yrs)/free (syrs and under)/$20 (family—z adults, 
4 children) « MOTHER'S DAY FIELD TRIP: From 

the Gallery to the Garden: Journey Through Japan 

on Mother's Day; Sun, May 10, 10:30am-4pm; $30 
(adult)/Sas (senior/student/AGA member)/$20 (child 
under 12) « Art on the Block: Silent auction; Wed, May 13, 
2009, 6:30pm; ticket/Info: 780.422.6223; Auction preview: 
wwwartgalleryalberta.com 

CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103-95 Ave, 
780.461.3427 « POT-POURRE The ASA's Small és All exhibit, 
Vivianne Montpellier's paintings and members’ artworks « 
May 8-20 » Opening reception, May 8, 7-8:30pm. 
CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S RED GALLERY 9621-82 Ave, 
780.498.1984 « MYSELF, THE PORTRAIT: A series of male 
portraits and other works « Until Aug 30 

CROOKED POT GALLERY 4512-51 Ave, Stony Plain, 
780.983.9573 * INTO THE GARDEN: Garden and patio 
items by Marian Majeau «Through May 

ELECTRUM GALLERY 12419 Stony Plain Rd, 780.482.1402 
+ COLLECTION 2009: Gold and silver jewellery by Wayne 
Mackenzie, Janet Stein, Meghan Wagg, Susan Kun, Bayot 
Heer, Jesper Jensen Dietje Hagedoorn, John Blair, Jackie 
Anderson. Paintings, wood, glass artworks, as well as ce- 
ramics, washi-Chigiri-e, and photographs by various artists 
EXTENSION GALLERY Enterprise Sq, 780.492.9166 » 
RIGHT PLACE, RIGHT TIME: by Mark Mor- 
iis, from a University Centenary project « Until May7 
FAB GALLERY Fine Arts Bldg, U of A, 02 St, 89 Ave, 
780.492-2081 « ARS EX MACHINA: Bachelor of Fine Arts 
Graduate Exhibition « Unél May 9 

FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave, bsmt of the Paint 
Spot, 780.432.0240 » IN AND OUTSIDE WITH NATURE: 
Paintings by Nancy Corrigan - Until May 30 « Opening 
reception: May 9, 2-4pm. 

FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave, 780.488.2922 WAX 
AND WOOL: Encaustic paintings by Jeff Molloy + Until 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior Centre, 
10831 University Ave, 780.433.9807 » PATHWAYS: Artworks 
by Julie Drew » Until May 28 - Opening reception May 13, 


JOHNSON GALLERY « Southside: 7711-85 St, 780.465.6171; 
Artworks by Marion Barker, Glenda Beaver, Audrey Pfan- 
nmuller. Wood tumings by Don Baver, glass works by Sol 
Maya « Northside: 11817-80 St, 780.479.8424; Artworks by 
Tin Yan, Andre Raymond Besse, Eva Nagy Mosonyi. Metal 
sculptures and primitive masks « Through May 

KAMENA 57.8 Calgary Tr S, 780.944.9497 « Mon-Wed, Fri 
ioam-6pm; Thu 10am-7pm; Sat zoam-spm « Artworks by 
various artists 

LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave, 780.990.1161 « IN FULL 
BLOOM: Paintings by Talila Barzel « Until May 16 
LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St, 780.423.5353 * Malin Space: 
SOME UNABASHED OPTIMISM: Video exhibition by 
Jon Sasaki * Projex Room: HERD: Installation by Adriean 
Koleric« Until May 16 

LOFT GALLERY A J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 90 Broadmoor 
Blvd, Sherwood Park, 780.922.6324 » Open every Thu 

§-9p; Sat 10am-4pm « NEW ART; New selections of the 
Permanent Art Acquisition collection of the Strathcona 
County + Until June 30 

MCMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-122 St, 
7804977152 « URBAN TEXTURES: by members of Articula- 
tion: Fibre artworks focusing on the City of Winnipeg's 
architecture + Until June 14 

MCPAG Multicultural Centre Public Art Gallery, squ-s. 

St, Stony Plain, 780.963.2777 « WILD THINGS: Paintings 

by James Trevelyan; until June 3 «Dining Room Gallery: 
Prints by Agnieszka Doziarz; until May 22 

MICHIF CULTURAL AND METIS RESOURCE 
INSTITUTE 9 Mission Ave, St. Albert, 780.651.8176 

+ Aboriginal Veterans Display « Gift Shop « Finger 
weaving and sash display by Celina Loyer 

NINA HAGGERTY Stollery Gallery, 9704-111 Ave, 
780.474.7611 « COME WHAT MAY: The NHCA Collec- 
tive - Until May 19 

PETER ROBERTSON MAIN GALLERY 10183-2112 St, 
780.452.0286 « COLOURS-NEW PAINTINGS: Paint- 
ings by Giuseppe Albi x 

PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY~2 12304 Jasper Ave, 
780.455.7479 » New paintings by Robert Wiseman « 
Until May 30 

PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordze Rd, Sherwood Park, 
780.467.3038» MASTERPIECES IN MINIATURE ART 
SHOW: Featuring artworks by over 45 invited artists from 
across North America. Portion of proceeds to Wellspring- 
Edmonton Art Therapy Room « Until May 22 

PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, 

St Albert, 780.460.4310 + HIGH ENERGY XIV: Artworks by 
students of St Albert High Schools « May 7-30 « Opening 
reception: May 7, 6-oprn. 

PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 Roper Rd, 
780.427.1750 « Open Tue-Sat 9am-4:30pm; Wed gam-gpm + 
THE BANFF CENTRE: 75 YEARS OF INSPIRING CREATIV- 
ITY Until July 24+ Free 

ST ALBERTS DOWNTOWN ART WALK « Wares, Meese 
Clothing, Gernport, Art Beat, Profiles, Studio Gallery, 
Bookstore-on Perron, Crimson Quill, Roche's Fine Things, 
Concept Jewellery * ArtWalk «Thu, May7 

SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St, 780.488.3619 « RETURN TO 
HAIDA GWAB-HOMAGE TO AN ANCIENT CULTURE: 
Paintings by Wendy Wacko + May 9-26 - Opening recep- 
tion: Sat, May 9, 2-4pm :. 

SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St» BACK TO BASICS: by 
‘SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY Melcor Cultural Centre, 
35 § Ave, Spruce Grove, 780.962.0664 « LASTING IMPRES- 
SIONS: Featuring artworks by Joan Bailey; until May 9+ 
STUDENTS EXHIBITION AND SALE: May 11-23; opening 
reception: May 16, 1-4pr 

‘STEPPES GALLERIES 1253, 1259-9: St « West Gallery: 
COMPLEXION: Paintings by Joe Reimer; until June 2; 
opening reception: Thu, May 14, 6-8pm »To view contact: 
Kelley Bernt at kelley brent@bldg-incca 

TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St, 780.452.9100 + 
Angels and Demons: The Facts and Fiction of Anti- hatter, 
lecture by physicist Roger Moore; Sat, May 16, apm. 

TU GALLERY 1078-124 St, 780.452.9664 « 4TH ANNUAL 
STUDENT SHOW: Works by the NAIT Photographic 
students « Until May 16th 

FS 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave, 780.423.3487 + 
Poetry Nights the and Pri each month « An Evening 
with the Authors: Alberta literary awards short-listed 
authors, Su Croll, Lisa Martin-DeMoor, Shawna 
Lemay, and Erica Wiens, read their work; May 7, 

7pm; free; info: Writers Guild of Alberta 780.422.8174, 
1.800.665.5354 » Betsy Trumpener (CBC News Reporter) 
reads from her debut collection of short fiction, The 
Butcher of Penetang (Caitlin); Fri, May 8, 7:30pm 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 780.469.8755 + Story Slam: 
every third Wed of the month - 

CARROT CAFE 9351-118 Ave, 780.471.1580 » Carrot Writ- 


Taverna, 10444 Whyte 
the Raving Poer,, 
(show) 


Women: Dawn Blue, Enaid and Jennie Frost: Nizy 
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Faculty 


berta, 780.424.5060 or info@bookpublishers.ah.cs by 
UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave, 78.42.8174 . 
Poets’ Haven: Monday Night reading series pres 
by Stroll of Poets + Every Mon, 7pm « $s door 


a 
THEATRE 


ART ON ART PCL Studio Theatre, TransAlta Arts 
Barns, 780.409.1910 « By Catch the Keys Production: 
presented by the System Theatre, script by Mean 
Dart, starring Stuart Hoye, Nicole Marie Schafena:\- 
and Nikolai Witschl « May 7-9, 14-16, 8pm and 
(8pm only on May 9, followed by an after-party). -\3 
(adult)/Sis (student/senior/Equity) 

ASSASSINS RUNNING Timms Centre, 1J of A, 87 4\ 
212 St « Studio Theatre, musical by Steph 
director: Clinton Carew + May 12 (preview)- 
mat: May 21, 12:30pm «$s (preview)-S20 
BUDDY Roxy Theatre, 10708-124 St, 780.463 2440 - 
story of a mar reflecting on his teenage years: 
in a rural Alberta town by Darrin Hagen, presen 
‘Theatre Network, starring Jesse Gervais, Mark 
Until May 24 + Two-For-One Tues: May 12 and x: 
CHASING LOVE: CHARITY MUSICAL DRAMA juli: 
Auditorium, 1145-87 Ave, 780.427.2760 » May 14 
CHIMPROV Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave, 
780.433.3399 « Rapid Fire Theatre presents comed 
every Sat, 11pm, except for the last Sat of each 
until June 13 « $10/$8 (member) at TIX on the 
CONNIE IN EGYPT Varscona Theatre, 103: 
780.433.3399 » Comedy by Stewart Lemoine fr 
mid ‘gos presented by Teatro la Quindicina - 
May 16, Tue-Sat 7:30pm; Sat mat: apm ¢ Wed. 
nings: $25 (adult)/$20 (student/senior); Sat after 
$15; Tue: Pay-What-You-Can 

DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave, 
780.433.3399 « Live improvised soap opera direct 
Dana Andersen « Every Mon, 8pm 

DIRTY ROTTEN SCOUNDRELS Mayfield Dinner The2tre 
1615-109 Ave, 780.483.4051 « Book by Jeffrey Lane/musi 
and lyrics by David Yazbek + Until June 28 «Tickets a 
Mayfield box office, toll-free: 1.877.529.7829 
DISNEY'S BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Strathcona Chr 
tian Academy Auditorium, 1011 Cloverbar Rd, Sherwood 
Park, 780.464.7127 + May 12-15 « $10 (Mat), $12 (Evening 
student/senior)/Sis (adult; Family and group rates avail 
able ; Dinner Theater: May 15: $40/person 

AN EVENING OF ONE-ACT PLAYS Edmonton Musica! 
Theatre Studio, 10104-121 St « Celsius Youth Theatre pre 
ents: Fourteen by Alice Gerstenberg, directed by Brenda: 


directed by Calla Wright + Fri, May 8 at 7-30pm: Sai 
9 at3pm and 7-30pm; Sun, May 10 at apm and 
$s (each)/$20 (family) E: celsiusyouththeatre@: 
Donna at 780.440.2833 or Shelagh at 780.436.3035 
LOVE Third Space, 11516-1903 St - Northern Light The 
atre + By Patricia Comelius, starring Amber Borotsik, 
Natascha Girgis,and Rob van Meenen - Until 
8pm - $25 (opening night)/Sis (preview); $20 (adu 
(student/senior) at TIX on the Square 
NEVERMORE Catalyst Theatre, 8529 Gateway Boule 
vard «The Imaginary Life and Mysterious Death of 
Edgar Allan Poe + Until May 27 « Advance tickets ai 1) 
on the Square « Special Gala fundraiser: Thu, May 
ROMEO AND JULIET/ MUCH ADO ABOUT NO’ HIN IG 
Alberta Avenue ity Centre, 9210-128 Ave » Theatre 
Prospero's The Ave, The Bard, and The Rep-robates 
presents Romeo and Juliet: May 14, 26, 21 at 7-3op; 3) 
16 at pm; and Much Ado About Nothing: May 1s 2°.» 
at 70pm » $16 (adulty/S12 at TIX on the 
Square, door; info at 780.473.2773 et 107, E: theatrepre 
pero@shaw.ca ur meperley@gmailcom 
SEXY GALS IN THE CITY Jubilations Dinner Theatr: 
8882-170 St, Phase UI, WEM, 780.484.2424 « A spoo! oP 
the TV show Sex in the City with love songs from the 
‘jos and ‘Sos - Until June 7 ; 
THE SHAPE OF THINGS Horizon Stage, Spruce Grove 
780.962.8995 » Horizon Players, Black Box Theatre 
presentation, a theatre show for mature audiences 
directed by Richard Winnick « Until May 9 - Tick= 
available at Horizon box office, or TicketMaster 
THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 A¥® 
780.448.0695 « Rapid Fire Theatre's weekly insane as 
improv show « Every Pri (1pm) + Until July 3: - 5°! 
(member) at TIX on the Square a 
HEARD Oy. tie Giaualyessctes Thee. afer 
Ave, 780.425.1820 « By L Baum, 
Ty TL Hlschrg Part ofthe Maloatage et Be 

Fr mat + Tickets 
bon othe Pre‘Show Chat with Bob Baker on Sot Mat 
9, 12:45pm in the Shoctor Lobby 
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| former co-leader, Gary 
evered despite being spac- 
scessible, pouring out infor- 
ind anecdotes about his ex- 
mushrooms of all kinds. 
background as a writer 
rer draw modest but attentive 
probably as much consumed 
by his e ringly wacky personality as 
his articulate perspectives based on a 
research. 
: Your Mushrooms' section on the 
ic variety, psilocybes being the sci- 
name for the most popular ones, 
js respectful enough of its history to 
not proclaim their fantastical effects in 
a juvenile fashion. Instead, it details the 
mushroom trip as something life-giving 
and integral to the universe, a course of 
ancient wisdom being revealed through 
its effects on the body. — 

Spliced with vintage clips from a Camp- 
bell's Soup ad to a black-and\-white talk 
show where a commentator holds the 
belief that Jesus Christ was indeed a 
mushroom, Know Your Mushrooms is 
more fun than it sounds. The film culmi- 

nates in the parade sequence, an ermiot- 
ing waltz through the celebration to 
"Do You Believe in Magic," a folksy en- 
gagement with the colorful crowd that 
meaningfully absorbs the song's simplis- 
tic lyrics. It's certainly not for everybody, 
which is a good reason for you to want 
to See it. 

JONATHAN BUSCH 

H SONATHAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


= a 
Nurse.Fighter.Boy. 

Directed by Charles Officer 

Written by Officer, Ingrid Veninger 
Starring Karen LeBlanc, Daniel Gordon, 
Clark Johnson 

Sun, May 10, Tue, May 12 (8:30 pm) 
Mon, May 11, Wed, May 13 (7 pm) 


tO a : 


After a year circulating Canada on the film 
festival parade, Nurse.Fighter.Boy. returns 
to Edmonton this week, hoping that the 
buzz about it on its first trip will be enough 
to refill seats, despite it being a quiet, mod- 
est, Canadian movie. The story of three 
low-income, hopeless and socially lacking 
Torontonians won such great festival praise 


any awards) because of its 
stuni suals, which border on art and 
fantasy, ‘solid acting, but also, oddly, its 


urts of violence and anguish 
all part of the quiet and 
of a dangerously ill nurse, 

), her son, Ciel (Daniel 
| washed-up boxer named 
c Jo , who's still trying 

by putting his skills on the 
st and dealing with the skeeziest 


ne Y, 
MULL LLL LLORES TC 


Y 


Fri-Sat7:00, ca ray 
HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE (c) 
, 95 ; Sun-Thu 8:00 


FOUR WINGS AND A PRAYER (sTC) sun, 
May 10, 2:00 


AL Milne 
‘Stanley. Dimer Thee 4 Se Whanten Clechl Wy 


IF (14A, violence, nudity) Wed, May 13, 6:30 


EDMONTON FILM SOCIETY 


Royal Alberta Museum, x102 Ave, 128 St, 780.439.5284 
ACROSS THE PACIFIC (pc) 
Sun, May 11: 8:00 


CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 
‘80 Ave 50 St. 780.472.9779 

ADVENTURELAND (14A, coarse language, 
substance abuse, language may offend) 

Fri-Sat 2:00, 4:55, 7:30, 10:00, 12:20; Sun-Thu 2:00, 
4:55, 7:30, 10:00 

THE HAUNTING IN CONNECTICUT (244, 
frightening scenes, disturbing content, not recom- 
mended for children) 

Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:20, 7:20, 9:55, 12:10; Sun-Thu 1:40, 
4:20, 7:20, 9:55 

DUPLICITY (PG, coarse language) 

Daily 1:30, 4:10, 7:05, 9:45 

WATCHMEN (284, gory scenes, brutal violence) 
Fri-Sat 1:00, 4:15, 7:45, 11:10; Sun-Thu 1:00, 4215, 7:45 
THE INTERNATIONAL (4A, violence) 

Fri-Sat 9:15, 11:50; Sun-Thu 9:15 

CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC (Pc) 
Fri-Sat 1:55, 4:30, 7:10, 9:25, 1:45; Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:30, 
TAO, 9:25 

HE'S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU (PG, coarse 
-language, sexual content) Fri-Sat 1:10, 4:00, 6:55, 
9545, 12:15; Sun-Thu 1:10, 4:00, 6:55, 9:45 

PUSH (a4A, violence) Fri-Sat 1:20, 4:25, 7:10, 9:45, 
12:15; Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:25, 7:10, 9:45 


» TAKEN (24A, violence) Fri-Sat 1:35, 4:40, 7:25, 9:30, 


12:35; Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:40, 7:15, 9:30 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP (PG) Fri-Sat 1:50, 
4:50, 7:25, 9:35, 11:55; Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:50, 7:25, 9:35 
HOTEL FOR DOGS (6) Daily 1:45, 4:45, 7:00 
DEFIANCE (aA, violence, coarse language) 
Daily 1:05, 4:00, 6:50, 9:50 

GRAN TORINO (a4A, language may offend) 
Daily 1:25, 4:05, 6:45, 9:20 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 


44231 137th Avenue, 780.732.2236 
STAR TREK (PG, violence) 
No passes Fri-Tue, Thu 12:15, 1:00, 1:45, 3:15, 4:00, 
4:45, 6:30, 715, 7:45, 9:30, 10:15, 10:40; Wed 22:15, 
1:45, 3°15, 4:00, 4°45, 6:30, 7:25, 7-45, 9:30, 10:15, 10:40; 
Star and Strollers Screening, No passes Wed 1:00 
GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (PG, lan- 
guage may offend, not recommended for children) 
Daily 1:50, 4:40, 7:30, 10:05 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (4A, violence, 
not recommended for children) 
No passes Daily 12:00, 12:45, 1:30, 2:30, 3:30, 4:15, 
5:10, 6:30, 7:00, 7:50, 9:10, 9:45, 20:30 
OBSESSED (14A) Daily 12:50, 4:10, 7:25, 10:00 


i le! ete ‘ 


No passes Fri-Wed 12:00, 12:30, 1:00, 3:5, 3: 

a8 T:00, FH 9°30, 10:00, 10:45; Thu 001350" 

3-45, 4-15, 6:30, 7:00, 7-30, 9:30, 10:00, 10:45; Star 

and Strollers Screening, No passes Thu 1:00 
MUNDE U.IC DE (PUNJABI W/E.S.T.) (stc) 
Daily 12:15, 4:00, 8:00 

GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (PG, lan- 
guage may offend, not recommended for children) 
Daily 1:45, 4:45, 7:50, 10:35 

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (14A, violence, 
not recommended for children) 

No passes Fri-Tue, Thu 12:15, 12:45, 2:15, 3:30, 4:00, 
$15, 6:20, 6:45, 9:00, 9:25, 9:50; Wed 22:15, 22:45, 
2:15, 3:30, 4:00, 5:15, 6:20, 9:00, 9:25, 9:50; Digital 
Cinema, No passes Daily 1:30, 4:30, 7:15, 10:20 
OBSESSED (1,4) 

Daily 12:50, 3:55, 7:20, 10:25 

FIGHTING (144) 

Daily 1:20 

EARTH (Pc) 

Daily 12:00, 2:30, 4:55, 7:15, 9:45 

STATE OF PLAY (PG, violence, language ma 
offend, not recommended for children) © 4 
Daily 12:40, 4:10, 7:10, 10:10 

7 AGAIN (PG, crude content) 

Daily 1:15, 3:45, 6:40, 9:35 

HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE (c) 
Daily 12:30, 3:20, 6:35, 920 

FAST AND FURIOUS (2a) 

Daily 3:50, 6:50, 9:15 

MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 3D (c) 

Digital 3d Daily 12:10, 2:35, 4:50, 7:00, 9:20 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: LA CENEREN- 
TOLA (Classification not available) 

Sat 10:35 P 

ANGELS AND DEMONS (sTc) 

Midnight, No passes Thu 12:01 


CITY CENTRE 9 


10200-102 Ave, 780.421.7020 
STAR TREK (PG, violence) 
No passes, Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating 
Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (24) 
No passes, Digital Presentation Daily 1:15, 4:15, 
FAS, 10:15 
STATE OF PLAY (PG, violence, language may 
offend, not recommended for children) 
DTS Digital, Stadium Seating Daily 3:25, 6:40, 9:40 
FIGHTING (24A) 
Stadium Seating, DTS Digital Daily 12:25 
OBSESSED (1A) 
DTS Digital, Stadium Seating Daily 12:55, 3:35, 
7:20, 10:10 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (144) 
No passes, On 2 screens, DTS Digital Daily 12:45, 
3°45) 6:45, 9545 
GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (P<, lan- 
guage may offend, not recommended for children) 
DTS Digital, Stadium Seating Daily 12:35, 3:20, 
6:50, 9:50 
THE SOLOIST (PG, disturbing content, coarse 
language, not recommended for children) 
Stadium Seating, DTS Digital Fri-Wed 12:15, 3:30, 
6:30, 9:30; Thu 12:15, 3:30, 6:30, 9:20 


CLAREVIEW 10 


421-139 Ave, 780.472.7600 

FAST AND FURIOUS (144) 
Daily 7:15, 9:50 
17 AGAIN (PG, crude content) Fri, Mon-Thu 4:15, 
6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:20, 4:15, 6:50, 9:10 
OBSESSED (24) Fri, Mon-Thu 4:10, 7:20, 9:55; 
Sat-Sun 1:25, 4:10, 7:20, 9:55 . 
FIGHTING (:4A) Fri, Mon-Thu 4:20, 6:40, 9:00; 
Sat-Sun 1:40, 4:20, 6:40, 9:00 
THE SOLOIST (PG, disturbing content, coarse 

not recommended for children) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 3:40, 6:35, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:40, 


Daily 7:15 9:15; Sat-Sun a5 

Micrel Ls CONNECTICUT (4A, 
errs ee content, not recom- 
Daily 7:05, 9:05; Sat-Sun 205 

OBSESSED (4A) 

Daily 7:20, 9:20; Sat-Sun 2:20 


GALAXY - SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 780.416.0150 

STAR TREK (PG, violence) 
No passes Fri 3:30, 4:30, 7:00, 7°30, 10:10, 10:30; Sat- 
Sun 12:30, 1:30, 3:30, 4:30, 7-30, 10:20, 10:30; 
Mon-Thu 7:00, 7:30, 10:10, 10:30 

GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (PG, lan- 
guage may offend, not recommended for children) 
Fri 4:20, 7:20, 10:00; Sat-Sun 1:40, 4:20, 7:20, 10:00; 
Mon-Thu 7:20, 10:00 

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (14A, violence, 
not recommended for children) 

No passes Fri 3:40, 4:50, 6:30, 7:40, 9:20, 10:20; Sat- 
Sun 12:40, 2:00, 3:40, 4:50, 6:30, 7:40, 9:20, 10:20; 
Mon-Thu 6:30, 7:40, 9:20, 10:20 

OBSESSED (144) 

Fri 4:40, 7:50, 10:25; Sat-Sun 1:50, 4:40, 7:50, 10:25; 
Mon-Thu 7:50, 10:25 

EARTH (Pc) 5 

Fri 3:45, 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:45, 6:50, 9:10; 
Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:0 

T7 AGAIN (PG, crude content) 

Fri 4:00, 7:10, 9:50; Sat-Sun 2:10, 4:00, 7:10, 9°50; 
Mon-Thu 720, 9:50 

HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE (Gc) 

Fri 4:10, 7:05, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:10, 7:05, 9:40; 
Mon-Thu 7:05, 9:40 

MONSTERS VS. ALIENS (c) 

Fri 3:50, 6:40, 9:00; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9:00; 
Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert, 
780.458.9822 


MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 3D (c) 

Daily 1:15, 3:05, 4:55 

STATE OF PLAY (PG, violence, language may 
offend, not recommended for children) 

Daily 6:45, 9:05 

T? AGAIN (PG, crude content) 

Daily 1:20, 3:20, §:15, 7:15, 9:20 

HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE (Gc) 
Daily 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00 

FIGHTING (244) 

Daily 9:00 

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (:4A, violence, 
not recommended for children) 

Daily 1:05, 3:20, 5:10 7:20, 9:25 

STAR TREK (PG, violence) 

Daily 1:45, 4:15, 6:50, 9:10 


LEDUC CINEMAS 
Date of issue only: Thu, May 7 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (144, violence, 
not recommended for children) 
Daily 6:55, 9:25; Fri-Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:25 
GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (P<, lan- 
guage may offend, not recommended for children) 
Daily 7:00, 9:15; Fri, Sat, Sun 1:00, 3:15 
T7 AGAIN (PG, crude content) 
Daily 7:10, 9:20; Fri, Sat, Sun 2:10, 3:20 
FIGHTING (244) 
Daily 7:05, 9:30; Fri, Sat, Sun 1:05, 3:30 
STAR TREK (PG, violence) 
Thu, May 7: 7:00, 9:35 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 780.425.9272 
BEIRUT; THE LAST HOME MOVIE (sTC) 
Fri 7:00 
NORM W/ WAKE OF CALUM MACLEOD 


u vein tos cts raguceotevtseacasia cesta aanet eons natant stastneainnsiy wit 
CINENPLEX ODEON SOUTH Pred 64s Satan 345 tuna NNONAE 
‘52S-99 St, 7E0.A36.2505 GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (PG, lan- For Mommies: Tue, May 12: 1:00 
STAR TREK (PG, violence) guage may offend, not recommended for children) 


GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (Pc, \an- 
guage may offend, not recommended for children) 
Daily 725 9:20; Sat, Sun, Tue 115, 3:20 

STAR TREK (PG, violence) 

Daily 6:55 9:25; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:55, 3:25 

EARTH (Pc) 

Daily 6:45, 9:00; Sat Sun The 22:45, 3:00 

THE SOLOIST (PG, disturbing content, coarse 
language, not recommended for young children) 
Daily 7:10; Sat, Sun, Tue 120, 330 

FIGHTING (14) 

Daily 9:30 

T7 AGAIN (PG, crude conten’) 

Daily 7-05, 915; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:05 32s 

HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE (c) 
Daily 6:50, 9:05; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:50, 3.05 


STT2-109 St, 780.433.0728 
TWO LOVERS (14A, coarse langyage) 
Daily 7:00, 9:15; Sat-Sun 2:00 


aly 


10337-82 Ave, 780.433.0728 
LYELIFE (14A coarse language, sexual content) 
Daily 6:50, 9:00; Sat-Sun 2:30 
THE NECESSITIES OF LIFE (Pc) 


Daily 7:00, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM rr 


WEM, 8832-170 St, 780.444.2400 
STAR TREK (PG, violence) 
No passes Fri-Tue, Thu 12:00, 12:30, 3:15, 3:45, 6:30, 
7:00, 9:45, 10:15; Wed 12:00, 3715, 3:45, 7:00, 
9:45, 10:15; Digital Cinema, No pas: Sun-Thu 
1:00, 4:15, 7:30, 10:45; Sat 1:00, 4715, 7:25, 10:30; Star 
and Strollers Screening, No passes Wed 1:00 
GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (P<, lan- 
guage may offend, not recommended for children) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:20, 3:50, 6:50, 9:50; Wed 3:50, 6:50 
9:50; Star and Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (144, violence 
not recommended for children) 
No passes Daily 11:45, 1:10, 2:30, 4710, 5:10, 7:10, 
B00, 10:20, 10:40 
OBSESSED (1A) 
Daily 1:20, 4:00, 7:20, 10:00 
FIGHTING (14A) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 2:40, 4:20, 7:40, 10:2 
7-40, 10:20 
EARTH (Pc) 
Daily 12:10, 2:20, 4:40, 7:15, 9:49 
STATE OF PLAY (PG, violence, language may 
offend, not recommended for children) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 9:15; Wed 10:00 
17 AGAIN (PG, crude content) 
Daily 12:50, 3:30, 6:45, 9:20 
HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE (Gc) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:40, 3:20, 6:40; Wed 12:40, 3:20 
FAST AND FURIOUS (1,4) 
Daily 1:50, 4:50, 7:50, 10:30 
MONSTERS VS. ALIENS: AN IMAX 3D 
EXPERIENCE (G) 
Daily 12:00, 2215, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: LA CENEREN- 
TOLA (Classification not available) 
Sat 10:30 
ANGELS AND DEMONS (sTc) 
Midnight, No passes Thu 12:01 


‘TM Awe, Groat Rd, 780.455.8726 
STAR TREK (PG, violence) 
Dolby Stereo Digital, No passes Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00 
10:00; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00 
SUNSHINE CLEANING (4A, mature themes, 
coarse language) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thie, Thu 7:10, 9:45; 
Sat-Sun 1:15, 3:45, 7:10, 9:45; Wed 9:45 J 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (144) > 


. 


9); Sat 2:00, 4:20, 


FIGHTING (214A) Daily 2:10, 3:40, 6:40 6:35, 9:20 AND LA LILI A GILLES (st) No passes, DTS Digital Fri 645, 9:30; No passes, 
EARTH 4 X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE pate Fri 9:00 coe: eo be ase 6:45, 9:30; DTS 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:10, 2:20, 4:50, 7:10, 9:25; Wed 4:50, No passes, Digital Presentation Fri, Mon-Thu 4:30, INC W/ LOVING LORETTA, CURS- 2 9 
7:20, 9:25; Star and Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 730, 10:15; eae ee ey AND MEET-MARKET.CA het geost (PG, distur i e content, ane 
iolence, lan; X-MEN ORIGINS: (4A STC) ge, not for childres ; 
paren ese vary Ree) may No passes Fri, Mon-Thu 3:00, 6:45, 9:45; No passes cs 7:00 Bs pon Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:15; Sat-Sun 12:30, 
parece ’ Sat-suuniaa:00,4°00 6-45'9:45 GENERATION XXLW/DIAMONDSINA = 227399" 
17 AGAIN (PG, crude content) GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (P<, lan- BUCKET AND HOMECOMING (sTC) FWETASKIWINCINEMAS 
Daily 1:40, 4:30, 7:95, 9:50 guage may offend, not recommended for children) Sat g:00 . 
HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE (6) BONES alam NURSE-FIGHTER.BOY (STC) Date of Issue only: Thu, May 7 
Daily 1:20, 3:50, 6:50 a ; Sun, Tue 8:30; Mon, Lisa? Y (PG, viol Li age may 
FAST AND FURIOUS (4A), Sunoo, 505, STAR TREK (PG, violence) so. noo, KNOW YOUR MUSHROOMS (?c) Be ormemneister abe 
Uebel 91 Sat 5105, 7-40 soa Mon-Thu 90 page She Sins ee ne ea Sun, Tue 7:00; Mon, Wed 9:00 Daily 7305, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:25 
MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 3D (6) 4:00, 6:30, 7:00, 9:30, 10:00 EDMONTON INTERNATIONAL FILM FES FIGHTING (.4A) Daily 20, 935 Sat-Sun v0, 335 
et HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE (6) COMMERCIALS (STC) X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (1A, vislence, 
Daily 12:30, 2:45, 5:00, 7:20, 9:40 Fri, Mon-Thu 4:25; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:25 This not recommended for children) ee = 
1 LOVE YOU, MAN (14A, coarse language, crude BR (sTQThus4s Daily 720, 9:30; See aS) 3:00; Midnig! 
ae . sera 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: LA CENEREN- cz aren, 0.8084 TAGAIN 6, ude content) 
TOLA Reais available) Sat 10:30 X-MEN a hei ag (14A, violence, 120 Coster reat Some pied Coty roe TREK (PG,vislence) 
a ee eas Daily roo, 9:0; Sat-Sun 2:00 X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (Avene, Th May 720 95 
: a ie baaad 4 oa MUU ULC LLL LLL 
LATTA AMMAN AMONG GoM = 
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DVD >> THE DANA CARVEY SHOW 


DVD DETECTIVE 
<< CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 


Though, truthfully, it's rarely that-ridicu- 
lously over-the-top, it was a pretty good 
introduction to what to expect from the 
show: plenty of impressional parodies, a 
penchant for pushing the BS and hypoc- 
risy of the political and corporate worlds 
to their extremes (the sketch was mock- 
ing Clinton's attempts to come across as 
more personable and nurturing) and a 
decidedly absurdist bent. 


it's that final trait that was the show's 
real strong point, as most of its best 
sketches aren't really sketches so much 
as strings of non-sequiturs tied together 
with a common theme. The brilliant, re- 
curring sketch "Germans who say nice 
things," rests on the conceit that the Ger- 
man accent is scary, but its pushed into 
something special by the corhmitment 
of Carvey and Carrell: watching the lat- 
ter scream "It was a pleasure babysitting 
Kevin,” in a ridiculous Fritz accent reveals 
a lot about why Carrell has achieved 
the success he has. Likewise, the “Skin- 
heads from Maine" sketch is just Carvey 
and Colbert exaggerating down-home 
accents and whittling wood, but it’s a 
simple premise that works as perfect 
counterpoint to harshly blunt lines like "! 
figure I'll take a walk, get ‘a whiff of fresh 
air, then sucker-punch a queer.” 

The laughs are a bit further apart when 
the sketches become more concept- 
driven, but there are a few gems. The 
Kaufman-penned "Crazy Buddies" sketch, 
about a pairing service that matches 
street ravers so that they don't look 
crazy, is inspired, as are most of the 


Kieran 
CULKIN 


Alec 
BALDWIN 
Timothy 
, HUTTON 


A DERICK MARTINI 


LYMELIFE 


FROM EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 
MARTIN SCORSESE 


- Rob Nelson, Vanety. 


iecid BELVEDERE 


veses 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT 


STARTS FRI. MAY 8TH 


24 // FILM 


Cynthia 
NIXON 


Ld 
WINNER 2008 - CRITICS AWARD 
TORONTO INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 


- “A leaner and meaner 
American Beauty.” 


“Ordinary People meets 
Little Miss Sunshine” 
- Pete Hammond, Hollywood.com. 


“An affecting drama somewhat 
evocative of The Ice Storm” 
- Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times. 
view the trailer at: 
www.lymelife-movie 


show-openers that mock whatever the 
corporate sponsor for the episode was 
(particularly good is the Mountain Dew 
episode, which parades the less-than- 
natural ingredients onstage). TDCS also 
gets in its shots at what we can assume 
was the audience that slowly lead to its 
demise: one particular highlight of that 
assault is an easy chair in which its pa- 
trons strap in and get walked around in. 
Perhaps that’s not A Modest Proposal, 
but you have to admire someone will- 
ing to mercilessly mock the very people 
they're supposed to be appealing to. 

While the show is consistently funny, 
the DVD release is actually a bit lack- 
lustre: it's nice to have the historical 
document—and the show is certainly 
worth adding to the library of anyone 
who appreciates sketch comedy—but 
there's a woeful lack of extras. Besides 
an unaired eighth episode and a few de- 
leted scenes, there is only one 20-min- 
ute interview with Carvey and Smigel. 
Though we do learn some interesting 
tidbits—Carrell and his understudy Col- 
bert both killed when Carvey came to 
scout them, Charlie Kaufman was (per- 
haps predictably) a bit of a downer who 
Colbert openly mocked—given what 
its cast and crew went on to achieve, 
there seems a wealth of material that 
could have been explored here, if only 
to know what the first steps of some 
industry giants were like. 

None of that takes away from the show, 
though, which was killed much too early. 
it may not have been entirely ahead of its 
time, but it says something that nothing 
like it has really been tried on network 
television since. WV 
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ages to go from zero to 60 convincingly : 
whenever her illness thrives. And when it : 
does, we peep into the loneliness of her son, : 


who spends most of his life ina basement : 
storage space experimenting with voodoo. : 
He tries to summon the powers of "Healing : 
Moon" to help his mother, and hides shells : 
and powdering substances under her bed : 
for protection. Gordon plays the 12-year-old : 
with a perfect sense of imagination and se- 
riousness. 

Jude meets Silence in the hospital after : 
the boxer comes in for stitches deserved : 
in a Mafia-enforced match. Their romantic : 
chemistry really brings out actor Johnson's : 
talents. The Wire actor from Philly is mostly : 
known for his hardened seriousness, which : 
he establishes quickly in NurseFighter.Boy., : 
but the gentle and nourishing side is really : 
more interesting. : 

However, the movie does have its failings, 
particularly when it comes to dialogue. : 
Co-written by the director, Charles Officer, : 
the words that come out of the characters : 
mouths are, at best, unrealisically poetic, : 
and at worst, confusing. In one scene Jude = 
says to Ciel, "| don't want you fighting. If : 
someone tries to fight you, | want you to : 
fight back." The poor kid has it hard enough : 
with a terminally ill mother, but now she's : 
just torturing him with mixed signals. 

It's obvious that Officer, the director and : 
co-writer, is trying to project the artistic : 
visual style onto the dialogue. But it just : 
doesn't work. We've been primed with vi- : 
sual art to accept unrealistic visuals, but the = 
words with which we communicate don't : 
get the same loose acceptance. That said, : 
Officer's work with the actors and the carn- : 
era is a great achievement, especially for his 
first featuretength film. He's definitely a : 
name to look out forin thenext few batches = 
of festival winners. 

OMAR MOUALLEM 
/] OMAR@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
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X Men Origins: Wolverine 
Directed by Gavin Hood 

Written by David Benioff, Skip Woods 
Starring Hugh Jackman, Liev Schreiber, 
Danny Huston 


Cy 


Festival Volunteer Fair 
25* Festivals all in one place, 
all on one day 


: Brother versus brother, epic battles H 
on top of a nuclear reactor, shit that : 
blows up, mutants and the humans : 
that think they can control them— : 
X-Men Origins: Wolverine has all of : 
the wild and nerdy comic-book action : 
you'd expect from a movie that pur- : 
portedly tells the story of how one of : 
the greatest super heroes ever came : 
: to be, and yet the whole thing is such : 
an exercise in mediocrity that it's : 


tough to take seriously. 


: The plot of this movie is basic: Wol- : 
: verine discovers he. has powers, he : 
: tries to use them for good, other peo- : 
: ple try to make him use them for bad, : 
: Wolverine kills those people. While : 
: it's supposed be an origin story, the : 
: montage that forms the first 125 years = 
: of his life—he was born in what's now : 
: Canada in the mid-19th century, his : 
: mutant healing factor keeping him 
: spry—offers little or no character arc, : 
: and no reasons for why Wolverine is : 
: good while his half-brother Victor : 


— 


When: May 13, 2009 
3 p.m. - 8 p.m. 


For more information, visit: 
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Creed is bad, other than the fact that 
to have a movie you need to have a 
good guy and a bad guy. 

The whole thing is laughably predict. 
able down to the very shots the direc 
tor chooses. At a certain point, Wol- 
verine has left the black ops unit he 
: joined with his brother, and they want 
i him back. When he won't go back. 
: Creed kills his girlfriend. As soon as 
: Wolverine started to go looking for his 
: girlfriend—after apparently "sensing" 
that something was wrong—t started 
; to geta "sense" of my own manifesting 
: itself as a sinking of my stomach within 
: my gut. As he comes upon her lifeless 
: body in a field, | started whispering 
: to myself, "No ... they wouldn't.” Well 
i they fucking did. Wolverine clutched 
: his dead girlfriend to his chest and 
yelled, "Nooooooo0000!”" while a 
crane shot zoomed up and away from 
him. Seriously. 

Furthermore, the deus ex machina na 
ture of the ending is so laughable and 
narratively handy as to make me think 
that whoever wrote this crap lifted the 
plot from an ‘80s sitcom. Wolverine 
and his now-alive-again girlfriend have 
: to free mutants from Three Mile |s- 
: land for some reason, but a bunch of 
: henchmen with guns don't want to let 
=: them. So what happens when someone 
is shooting guns at them? No problem, 
just get the mutant with the diamond- 
hard skin to stand in front of them and 
block the bullets. What about when 
there's too many henchman to fight 
at once? Don't worry about it, just get 
the mutant with laser eyes to cut them 
all down. But what about if I'm going 
to make a mess of the theatre puking 
in disgust at such lazy screenwriting? 
Where's the mutant whose eye sockets 
: turn into a barf bag? 

Ultimately, what this movie is is insult- 
ing. | like a big dumb action flick as much 
as anybody. | want to watch stuff blow 
up, cars fly off of on ramps, gun fights, 
whatever, but X-Men Origins: Wolverine 
just has no imagination and no subtlety 
It's a rehash of action and comic book 
movie clichés injected with some sort of 
mutating serum and presented as some- 
: thing new, but it's nothing new, and it's 
two hours I'll never get back. 

BRYAN BIRTLES 
// BRYAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
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PREVUE // JOEL PLASKETT 
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Three is a magic number 
Joel Plaskett takes his triple-disc album on n the road 


laughs over the phone from a tour step 
in Toronto. "So I started going through 
my dictaphone tapes and going, ‘OK, 
this song is about leaving, this is about 
returning, OK these ones are about 
loneliness, and I started shuffling 
things about and recording.” 


IMI 


What emerged was Three, a concept 
album about the number three, as well 
as being a musician on the road and 
the emotional vistas that go along with 
it. Whereas the number three forms 
a structure to build songs around in a 
relatively cheeky way, it’s the road and 
Plaskett's personal relationships that 
form the meat of his newest album. 

"It is a road album in the sense that 
there's a lot of travelling on it, but it's 
fairly personal in a sense in that it has 
a lot to do with the nature of the rela- 
tionship I have with what I do and also 
with my home life, with my wife Re- 
becca, and that what I do has to take me 
away from that. It's the nature of trying 
to make a living as a musician," he ex- 
plains. "You have this relationship with 
your audience and it's super rewarding 
but then you come out of that vacuum 
that you're in and you get home and 
that kind of attention is gone and you're 
there with people who know you from 
your home life and you have to shift 
who you are. Not completely, but it's a 
different kind of dialogue.” 

Still, putting out a triple album is such 
a monumental risk at a time when at- 
tention spans are getting shorter and 
shorter. As micro-blogging and status 
updates change the way we communi- 
cate with each other, 27 songs on a sin- 
gle idea starts to seem like a bit much, 
but as Plaskett explains, people are tak- 
ing the time to listen to it. 

"I’m so thrilled by the critical re- 
sponse to the record. In general, peo- 
ple have taken the time to listen to it, 
and if they've written any criticism 
it's been because they listened to it 
and for the most part comments have 
been really really positive. My great- 
est concern is just that it would be dis- 


MeTuley Mathers — 
Saturday, May 


No cover live music every Saturday 
Afternoon from 4-6 pm, 
Happy Hour drink prices 2 to zpml 


THE THEME CONTINUES >> Joel Plaskett in the third photo in the media section 
of his website I iogram Barss 


BRYAN BIRTLES had played live but neverrecorded.And missed because it was long and maybe 
17 BRYAM@VUEWEEKLY.COM he began to look for a unifying theme. more time than people might want to 
Once he got down to it, Plaskett was dedicate to listening to an album. I've 

Wis: Halifax singer-songwriter torn between ideas: he had a collec- found it really rewarding in that re- 
Joel Plaskett was thinkingabout _ tion ofsongs with three-wordtitlesthat gard, but I am surprised,” he says. "I 


where to go next with his music, he 
juggled anumber ofideas around in his 
head, searching for the right one. His 
Previous album, 2007's Ashtray Rock, 
recorded with his band the Emergency, 
Was perhaps his most successful— 
critically acclaimed and shortlisted for 
the Polaris Music Prize—and Plaskett 
needed somewhere to go from there. 
Plaskett started to pore through old 
dictaphone tapes for snippets of ideas 
that could be turned into songs, he 
Started to re-learn and re-work songs he 


would make for a good album anda nice 
private joke in the track listing; he hada 
bunch of other songs that were closer to 
bangers than solo numbers that might 
work as an Emergency record; and he 
wanted to make a record with his dad 
focusing on the kind of British folk mu- 
sic the elder Plaskett had introduced 
him to growing up. “Why not just make 
a triple album?” he joked to himself. 

"Tt started as a joke in my mind, and 
as soon as I made the joke I was like, 
‘That's what I'm doing, fuck it,” he 


felt like it was a bit of a risk, but Lalso 
felt that most of the people that come 
to my shows have embraced the fact 
that I'm changing itup on every record 
and as a result I tend to find that if I 
follow my instincts to do something 


a little different that I'm rewarded for 
that instead of abandoned.” V 
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FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 780.426.2839 


OR EMAIL LISTINGS @VUEWEEKLY.COM 
DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 3PM 
ST TTT TMT 
THURSDAY — 3x28 Dury Nave 
a Mountain House; 7:30pm. 
ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Duff Robison psesaiiecied Fae threes 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE Rockin’ 9 PSD 7 UP 
with Ronnie After Work J AND R BAR AND GRILL 
hosted by Ron Rault every Thu Open stage with the Poster 
and Fri 4-6pm Boys (pop/rock/bhies), 8:30pm- 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE Lorelei 9 
Loveridge; $15 JEFFREY'S Songwriters 
Round: Laurie Kerr from 
BLUES ON WHYTE Lex Nashville, Bobby Cameron, 
Justice and Respect Rob Heath; Sio (adv)/$12 
BRIXX BAR Lenka, guests; (door) 
no minors; gpm (door); $12 at ~—--JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Justin 
Ticketmaster.ca, Blackbyrd Serink (fazz piano); 8pm 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY L.B'S PUB Open jam with 
PUB Open stage hosted by Ken Skoreyko; 9pm 
Sete dk Cs LIVE WIRE BAR Open 
COAST TO COAST PUB Stage Thursdays with Gary 
Open mic at the pub: hip hop Thomas 
open mic every Thursday 
; . NORTH GLENORA HALL 
PIED niet kab rola Jam by Wild Rose Old Time 
CROWN AND ANCHOR As Fiddlers 
pe NEW CITY LIKWID 
DRUID Guitar heroes LOUNGE Desiderata, Gold 
DUSTER'S PUB Thursday Rush, A Fire Next Time; 
open jam hosted by The 8pm (door); admission by 


Assassins of youth (blues/ 
rock); gpm; no cover 

DVS Open mic Thursdays 
ECO CAFE-VILLAGE 

AT PIGEON LAKE Open 
Mic Nights ast and 3rd Thu 
every month; 6:30-8:30pm; 
openmic@deadmansdog.com 
EDMONTON EVENT 
CENTRE Testament, Unearth, 
Lazarus A.D; all ages; 7pm 
(door); $30 at TicketMaster, 
Blackbyrd, Unionevents.com 


ENCORE CLUB Industry 
Music and Networking 
Night; $10 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 

Bop Ensemble (Bill Bourne, 
Wyckham Porteous and 
Jasmine “Jas” Ohlhauser), Ann 
Vriend, Matt Epp; no minors; 
8pm; $20 (adult)/ $io (student) 
at TIX on the Square, door 


HULBERT'S Mark Ceaser 
and Kirby Criddle (EP release); 
8pm; S10 


donation 


PAWN SHOP The Famines 
{tour kickoff and Cassette 
Book release), Michael Rault 
and the Wicked Awesomes; 
no minors; 8pm 
PROHIBITION David 
Carradine Celebrity 
Appearance at Prohibition 
"Kill Bill at Bocce!"; 7p>m-2am 
RED PIANO-PIANO Bar 
Hottest dueling piano shaw 
featuring the Red Piano 
Players; 8pm-1am 

RIVER CREE-LIVE 
LOUNGE The Diamonds 
RIVER CREE-THE VENUE 
Emerson Drive, Marlee Scott 
SECOND CUP- 
VARSCONA Live music 
every Thursday night 
between 7pm and gpm 
URBAN LOUNGE Seven 
Levels, The Kyler Schogen 
Band; 1opm 


Cc tae) ams 


WILD WESTSALOON 
‘Erin Haley : 


senasseeennenesnsnneesnaentarseseneaners 


FILTHY MCNASTY'S Punk 
Rock Bingo with DJ S.W.AG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night 
out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte 
Ave) Requests with DJ Damian 
GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with Dj Christian 
GINGUR SKY Urban 
Substance Thursdays 

HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with 
Allout Djs DJ Degree, Junior 
Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with 
DJ Mark Stevens; 9pm 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish 
Thursdays: funky house/techno 
with DJ Colin Hargreaves, 
house/breaks with DJ Krazy 

K, hardstyle/techno with Dy 
Decha, tech trance/électro with 
DJ Savage Garret; no minors; 
no cover 

NEW CITY SUBURBS 

Bingo at 9:30pm followed by 
Electroshock Therapy with 
Deryish Nazz Nomad and Plan 
B (electro, retro) 

ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 
8pm, Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME SOUTH Retro to 
New: classic rock, R&B, urban 
and dance with DJ Mikee; 
9pm-2am; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. 
ALBERT Hit It Thursdays: 
breaks, electro house spun with 
PI residents 

RENDEZVOUS PUB Metal 
Thurzday with org666 
STARLITE ROOM Music ist 
and The Techno Hippy Crew: 
Bassnectar, Kush Arora, Shamik 
and guests; 8pm 

STOLLI'S Dancehall, hip hop 
with D) Footnotes hosted by 
Elle Dirty and GonScience 
every Thu; no cover 
www-notorious-events.com 


TEMPLE Surely Temple 


with Ronnie After Work hosted 
by Ron Rault every Thu and 

Fri 4-6pm 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE 
Invitational; donations 
BLUES ON WHYTE Lex 
Justice and Respect 

BOOTS BAR Paije, Mojo 
Williams, Noel R. Snow, 
Daniel Foreman 


BRIXX BAR T.G1 Psydays: 
Shazam, Fade Brigade, WAV 
Occupation, Schwag Dankus, 

14 Hits vs. Martian Static and 
B-Man; 9pm (door), $7 (door) 
CAFE HAVEN Mike Roste, 
Cathy Kowalski; 7pm-midnight; 
S10, proceeds to The Ride to 
Conquer Cancer 

CARROT Live music Fridays: 
all ages; 7:30-9:30pm; $5 (door); 
Tom Mead on May 8 

CASINO EDMONTON 
Blackboard Jungle (pop/rock) 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Colleen Rae and Comerstone 
(country/rock) 

COAST TO COAST Open 
Stage every Friday night with 
host Leona Burkey at 9pm 
DV8 TAVERN Live music 
every Fri; 9pm; $5 

EDDIE SHORTS Motive 
Unknown featuring Robbie 
Suter on guitar (rock ‘n' roll) 
FRESH START CAFE Live 
music Fridays: Jet Lag (rock) on 
May 8; 6-9pm; $5 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 

Bop Ensemble (Bill Bourne, 
Wyckham Porteous and 
Jasmine “Jas” Ohlhauser), Ann 
Vriend, Matt Epp; no minors; 
8pm; $20 (adult)/ $10 (student) 
at TIX on the Square, door 


HULBERTS Mark Ceaser; 


JEKYLL AND HYDE (pup) 
Bvery Friday: Headwind (cls 
pop/rock}; 9pm; no zat 


LBS PUB The 
Greggs (original bluesfrocky 
opm 


LEVA CAPPUCCINO BaR 
Live music every Fri 

NEW CITY SUBURBS Lif- is 
a Cabaret: belly dancing, tribal 
fusion, comedy, drag show, 
dancing; burlesque Skin Tight 
Outta Sight; $20 adv at APIRG 
(Hub Mail), Earth's Genera) 
Stére (Whyte), Mars and Venus 
ON THE ROCKS Mourning 
Wood 

180 DEGREES Sexy Friday 
night every Friday 

OSCARS PUB Dwayne 
Cannan (blues, 503/608, root 
originals); 8:3opm-2230am, 
PALACE CASINO (WE) 
The Ransom 

PARKLAND PUB Slowburn 
9pm-1am 

PAWN SHOP Oh Snap: 
‘Treasure Fingers, Sammy 
Bananas, Nic Lovin’ Acid wash 
Girls Club, Jousti; $20 (adv at 
Foosh Blackbyrd, FS WEM, 
TicketMaster) 

RED PIANO-PIANO BAR 
Hottest duéling piano show 
featuring the Red Piano 
Players; 9pm-2am 

RIVER CREE-LIVE LOUNGE 
Band in Black (Johnny Cash 
tribute) 

SOBEYS-JASPER PLACE 
Amber Suchy Trio (folk) 
SOBEYS-COLLEGE PLAZA 
House Kats (blues) 
STARLITE ROOM One Day 
Late, The Crowely Trail, The 
Loudhailers; 9pm (door); $i0 
(door) 

STEEPS—OLD GLENORA 
Live Music Fridays: Jessica 
Jalbert; 8:30-10:30pm 
TEMPLE Dieselboy, guests 
TOUCH OF CLASS Billy 
Ringo (pop/rock); 8:30pm 
URBAN LOUNGE Rocket 
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+ ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave - ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704 Calgary Trail South, 780.432.4613 « AVENUE THEATRE 
9030-228 Ave, 780.477.2149 » AXIS CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave, 780.990.0071 - BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave, 
780.420.9098 + BILLY BOB'S Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 780.484.7751 - BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 


: Ave, 780.439.1082 « BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 780.989.2861 « BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 780.439.3981 > BOOTS 10242-106 St, 780.423.5024 - BRIXX BAR 10030- 

2 102 St (downstairs), 780.428.1099 + BUDDY'S 117258 Jasper Ave, 780.488.6636 » CAPE HAVEN 9 Sioux Rd, Sherwood Park, 760.417.5523 CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Arpyill Rd, 

} 780.463.9967 » CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St, 780 424 9467 - CHATEAU LOUIS Julian's/Royal Coach/Touch of Class n1yzy Kingsway, 780 452770 +CHRISTOPHER'S 
: PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 780.462.6565 - CHROME LOUNGE 132 Ave, Victoria Trail - COAST TO COAST PUB 3552 Calgary Trail, 780.439.8675- CONVOCATION : 


: HALL Arts Bldg, U of A, 780.492.3611 « COPPERPOT RESTAURANT Capital Place, 103, 9707-110 St, 780.4527800 » CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowms Rd, 780.472.7696 
+ CROWN PUB 1709-109 St, 780.428.5618 » DIESEL ULTRA LOUNGE 11245 Wayne Gretzky Drive, 780.704.CLUB - DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave « DRUID 11606 Jasper 
i Ave, 780.454.9928 » DUSTER'S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 780.474.5554 « DVB TAVERN 8307-99 St, www.DVBTAVERN.com - EARLY STAGE SALOON 491-32 Ave, Stony Plain « ECO 


} CAFE Village at Pigeon Lake - EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase I, 780.489 SHOW - ENCORE CLUB 957 Fir St, Sherwood Park, 8.417.011 » FESTIVAL PLACE 
100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park, 780.449.3378, 780.464.2852 « FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St - FILTHY MCNASTY'S 1051-82 Ave, 78c.g16.1557 « FLUID LOUNGE 10105-109 St, 

} 780.429.0700 « FOXX DEN 205 Camegi Drive, St. Albert - FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq, 780.433.9623 » FUNKY BUDDHA 1034:-82 Ave, 780.433.9676 « GAS PUMP 10166- 
E14 St, 780.488.4801 » GINGUR SIKY 1505-138 Ave, 780.923.4312/780.953 3606 « HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 780.423 HALO - HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 15120A (basement), Stony Plain 

: Rd, 760.756.6010 + HILL TOP PUB 8220-106 Ave, 780.490.7399 * HOOLIGANZ PUB 20704-124 St, 780.452.2168 « HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, 780.436.1161 « HYDEAWAY AllAgesArt : 
? Space 10209-100 Ave « IRON BOAR PUB 49:2-sist St, Wetaskiwin - IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South - JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave, 780.451.8779 -} AND R 4003-106 St, = 


| 10436.s403  JEFFREY'S CAFE géo 14 St, 780.45.8890 «JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB AND RESTAURANT Riverview Inn, 10209-100 Ave, 780 426.581 (pub\#80 429.508 (re!) 
+ JET NIGHTCLUB g22-3, Ave, 780.466.6552 « KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 780.433 6768 » LBS PUB 2 Akins Dr, St Albert, 780.460.9100 » LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 780.48:.2786 
} + LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 2:60 Jasper Ave, and Fl, 780.447.4495 + LIVE WIRE 1197 Knotwood Rd. East «LOOP LOUNGE 367 St Albert Rd, St Albert, 780.460.2122 - MORANGO’'S 

? TEK CAFE 1018-79 St- MUTTART HALL Alberta College, 10050 Macdonald Dr - NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 780.490.1999 « NEW CITY 1008: Jasper Ave, 780.989.5066 
+ NIKKI DIAMONDS 830 Gateway Blvd, 780.439.3006 » NORTH GLENORA HALL 13035-1094 Ave» O'BYRNE'S 10616-82 Ave, 780.414.6766 » OMAILLE'S IRISH PUB 358 
St Albert Tr, StAlbert « 180 DEGREES 10730-107 St, 780.414.0233 » ON THE ROCKS 13730 Jasper Ave, 780.482.4767 » OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 10304-211 St, 780.423.1643 + 

: OVERTIME SOUTH Whiternud Crossing, 4211-106 St, 780.485.1717 - PALACE CASINO-WEM 8882-170 St, 780-444-202 « PARKLAND PUB 53222, RR 272, Spruce Grove, 780. 

} 960.6871 + PAWN SHOP 10553-82 Ave, Upstairs, 780.432.0814 « PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVE 11607 Jasper Ave « PLANET INDIGO-ST ALBERT 8:2 Liberton Dr, St Albert 
+ PLAY NIGHTCLUB 1020-103 Si » PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 Ave « PROHIBITION 21026 Jasper Ave, 780.420.0448 + RED PIANO-Piano Bar 1638 

? Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-270 St, 780.486.7722 » RED STAR 10538 Jasper Ave, 720.428.0825 - RENDEZVOUS PUB 10108-2149 St - ROSEBOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE 1011-127 St, 


} yeo.sfia.sas3+ROSE AND CROWN 10236-101 St SECOND CUP-MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT 12336-102 Ave. 780.4575 « SECOND CUP-STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY. 
} 7'Sir Winston Churchill Sq SECOND CUP-VARSCONA Varscons Hotel, 106 St, Whyte Ave « SIDELINERS PUB 1018-177 St, 453-6006 + SOBEYS URBAN FRESH-Jaxpex ; 
} .0404 Jasper Ave » SOBEYS URBAN FRESH-COLLEGE PLAZA 8225 112 St SPORTSWORLD 1320-104 St» STARLITE ROOM 1030-102 St, 780.4381099-STEEPS-OLD : 
} GLENORA 1243: Stony Plain Rd, 780.488.5905 « STEEPS TEA LOUNGE-COLLEGE PLAZA 11116-82 Ave, 780.988.8105 « STOLLI'S and F10368-83 Ave, 780.437.2293 » SUEDE 

: LOUNGE 11806 Jasper Ave, 780.482.0707 » TAPHOUSE go20 McKenney Ave, StAlbert, 780.458.0860 « URBAN LOUNGE 10544-82 Ave, 7804377699 * WHISTLESTOP : 
2 LOUNGE 12416-2132 Ave, 780. 45.5506 - WHITEMUD CROSSING LIBRARY 4211-106 St, 780.496.1822 » WILD WEST SALOON 12912-s0 St, 780.476.3388 - WUNDERBAR 8:20- : 
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} 101 St, 780.436.2286 - ¥ AFTERHOURS 1008-102 St, 28o-994:3256, werwryalterhourzcom » YESTERDAYS PUB 112, 205 Camegie Dr, St Albert, 780.499.0295 
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after band who I've never heard of 
before on MySpace—something 
1 do regularly—tI have picked 
out a trend, sort of like how 
Ozymandias, my favourite 
Watchmen hero, can predict 
the future by watching doz- 
ens of feeds at the same time 
on his wall of televisions. 
More and more, | am seeing 
bands who don't even fill out the 10- 


SANDO 


s on iTunes. 


artists themselves for money up front. 


At iLike, one of the major online music : 
sites—and the one most of us use to : 


look up music and concerts on Face 


book—artists are asked if they want to : 


ENT >> INTERNET DISTRIBUTION 


lere today, online tomorrow 


ENTER 


2 Internet makes distribution easy, but the money's still hard 


an my habit of checking out band : ; post their songs to iTunes. From there, : anything close to the 99 cents Apple or 
they are led to a page where iLike : 
and its partner, TuneCore Music : 
and Video Distribution, invite : 
artists to submit their songs. : 
For just US$9.99, an artist i start dreaming about quitting your day 
can post a single that will be : 


available for sale on iTunes, : 


oR 


Amazon, Rhapsody, Napster 


album? “Starting at (US) $22.95,” 


: states the advertisement. 
song MySpace song display limit direct- : 
ing fans to pick out their new albums or : 


with explicit lyrics must feature a warn- 
ing—it’s all part of the upload process. 
It takes six to eight weeks from upload 
for the songs to actually appear on the 
sales sites. 


sales—and royalties. Artists can with- 
draw funds using PayPaL 


it does, 


= one want to buy it. 
and eMusic. The price for a full : 
: work. | was looking at an artist from In- 
: diana called Dropping a Popped Locket, 


Alla band needs are good quality MP3s = -who mixes '80s video-game electronic 


ofits songs, an album title andahigh-res : sounds with screaming metal. His MyS- 
: square jpeg of the cover art. Any song : 

And this Is the future. Just like there are = 
live venues which ask obscure bands to : 
pay them for the right to play, there is : 
a real future for iTunes and other online : 
sellers—and their partners—to sell vir- : 
tual shelf space. Basically, anyone can : 
get their song onto iTunes, for the right : 
price. And that creates a new revenue : 
stream for the online stores, asking the : 


= pace directed viewers to iTunes, and | 
: checked him out there. He has four al- 
: bums on iTunes, each available for $6.93, 
: all with release dates between December 
: 28, 2008 and March 20, 2009. That's a 
} rate of an album a month. 

The service then tracks the band's : 
: much stuff out there as quickly as pos- 
: sible. And, it's proof that we now live in 
: a world where you can record one night, 
= It all sounds so easy, right? Makes : 


you want to head home and hammer : 
out some mixes on GarageBand. Sure : 


: of Vue Weekly, now an editor and author 
But that's the thing. A band doesn't see : 


the other sites charge for a single. So, 
this is not a case of paying out US$9.99 
to get a single online, then only needing 
to sell 10 to make your money back and 


job. It's one thing to put an item in the 
store, it’s entirely another to make some- 


Here's an example of the new [Tunes at 


| admire how the artist wants to get as 


and put out a single the next morning. W 
Steven Sandor is a former editor-in-chief 


living in Toronto 
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Sauce; $5 Ave) Top tracks, rock, retro BLUES ON WHYTE Saturday Reggae night every Saturday available by phone, call Beth at e 
WILD WESTSALOON Erin With DJ Damian Pees BESTA ONTHEROCKS Mourning 7804306808 © 
Haley GAS PUMP Top 4o/dance (evening) Wood WINSPEAR SENTEE A e i 
SUITE Christian BRIXX BAR Polar, Heli OSCARS Space Odyssey: Edmonton ; 
Yaesp st! sane ‘Texas Blood Money; a z Lie PELL: Symphony Orchestra, Jacques e e 
Schwonik Trio; 8pm (doot/gpm GINGUR Floasin! Fridays: with (di Sto (di on (blues, 505/608, roots, Lacombe (conductor), Richard 
(show), $12 (member)/$16 Bomb Squad, DJ Solja, weekly (doorh8io (door) originals); 8:30pm-12:30am Exton Singers Women's e e 
(guest) at guest DJs CARROT Open mic Saturdays; pal ACE CASINO (WEM) Chorus; 8pm; Symphony 
atessevevanvan’ Devevobececsareverscasseans LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq 730-10pm; free The Ransom Prelude at zaspm, Upper e e 
Classical Friday: Breakbeat, house, CASINO EDMONTON PAWN SHOP Anti Club Gircle (Third Level) Lobby e 
CONVOCATION HALL progressive and electro with Blackboard Jungle (pop/rock) Saturday Lanch Party with DJ bis TEEMeanstictiaavacti-apurasine ae « 
Proms Concert: Mill Creek cory Siyy, 2) Suze CASINO YELLOWHEAD Marky Ramone e 
Colliery Band; 730pm; $17 NEWCASTLE PUB Fridays Colleen Rae and Comerstone RED PIANO-PIANO BAR BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE e 
{adult/$13{student/senior) at House, dance mix with DJ (country/rock) Hottest dueling piano show ree Dees ise Bi . & . 
TiXon the Square, door Donovan CROWN PUB Acousticblues, _ featuring the Red Piano ss Soe 
MUTTART HALL Edmonton © NEWCITYLIKWIDLOUNGE roots and country open mic Players; gpm-zam alt ler can with Miss e po 
Classical Guitar Society: Daniel DJ Anarchy Adam (Punk) with Marshall Lawresice; RIVER CREE-LIVE LOUNGE “aes sit aie e 
Bolshoy; Spm; $35(adult/S30— QYERTIME SOUTH Retro to *30Pm (sign-up) every Sat BandinBlack(Johmny Cash BUDDY'S Uncle night ‘ 6 
(student/semior/ECGS member egy: classic rock, R&B, urban as ert tribute) He abs der . 
at TIX on the Square and dance with DJ Mikee; DVB TAVERN Live music ROSE AND CROWN Dave Pie emis e 
ROYAL GLENORA CLUB ‘gpm-2am; no cover every Sat; 9pm; $5 Babcock and the Nightkeepers Rela hp are e 
ee er ec ce ° ; 
Tr jeer communi A id the Rockin’ i 
aaron (Cocktaily6:30pm —¢9 open in a decade with Music pein Be) exes Every Sat a different theme e . 
Geni an Cornet tickets DJ's Alexx Brown and Eddie EDDIE SHORTS The Loren FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays 
Rooke 8 TRonfachs gpm(doors $5 ww. Burasick Band (rock and rol) SOBEYSIASPERTLACE Gone Gold Mash-Up with e . 
playnight Harm e 
WINSPEAR CENTRE A ee HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Mike Front (sax quartet) Sy ® 4 
RED STAR Movin’ on'Up Edel and Jordan Lee; $10 (door) Sa FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte 
Space Odyssey: Edmonton Fridays: indie, rock, funk, soul, STARLITE ROOM Gran Ave) Top tracks, rock, retro ® 
; F ith L HILLTOP PUB The Masters vs Nu-Kidz on the : sex e 
Symphony Orchestra; Saturday hip hop with DJ Gatto, DJ with DJ Damian 
at Symphony Prelude: Michael Mega Wattson Greggs (original blues/rock) Block DJ Competition; hosted e " 
‘Matthews (composer), Martin . ULBERT’S Kimber by MC Ryan Wade; gpm GINGUR SKY Soulout 
Riseley (concertmaster) at ROUGE LOUNGE Solice Pa Shes ly Spears (door) adv tickets at Footh,¥ Saturdays r) . 
in the Upper Circle Fridays Afterhours, Social Script ani HALO For Those Who Know: 
Tobby SPORTSWORLD Top 40 IRON BOAR PUB Jazz in Queue Clothing rasan a wih DM ioar ® e 
siynen' ssereessererensrsssasesstenseveree Request with a mix of Retro Wetaskiwin featuring jazz trios TOUCH OF CLASS Billy Brown, Luke Morrison, Nestor e 
Djs and Disco; 7-10:30pm; www. the ast Sane ee sna Ringo (pop/rock 8:30pm Delano, Ari Rhodes e 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE sports-world.ca i 5 lon 
Connected Fridays: 91.7 The ‘OLLI'S RAB, h as sae URBAN LOUNGE Rocket LEVEL 2 es Sal ® mt 
97 STi Top 40, R&B, house =>. Sauce; Saturday: oovy Cuvy ani > 
Bounce, Nestor Delano, Luke with People’s DJ IVORY CLUB Duelling piano $s ees ee e « 
Morrison : PUB show with Jesse, Shane, Tiffany 9 WILD WESTSALOON =| eee e 
BAR-B-BAR Dj James, Seo Tysin a oe ae Baer : 10, requests with DJ Sie e 
cover ne ee bie atiNcE JAMMERS PUB Saturday YARDBIRD SUITE Kate op 40, req a © Ms 
U EDI Nice open jam, 3-7:;30pm; country/ Hammett-Va Bill Coon NEW lag uKWID Uni 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays Remixed every Friday rock band gpm-2am Duo; 8pm (Geengpm stare ss es es jays & e 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE = TEMPLE T.GIPaydaysi9pm = jerEREY'S june Manin $4 (member relegate e 
FanPost, yNmEBAR erwin Qenetgonvon says TO NEW TY SUBURAS ‘ 
j the Pony Girls, DJAvinderand evi AND HYDE PUB Ciassicai Senay ) e 
pe oul Dj Toma; no cover A . ck): Jay 
new wave, electro; Underdog: Headwind (classic pop/rock); CITADEL'S MACLAB PLANET INDIGO-JASPER ® @ 
Perverted Fridays: Punk and Y AFTERHOURS Foundation gpm; no cover THEATRE Northem AVENUE Suggest 
Ska from the ‘60s jos and"8os Fridays FET NIGHTCLUB Basoom —” Hemony-The Canaan A Saturdays: breaks electro house fd e 
umes = (02ck entrance): Hip Festival: Epsilon with PI residents e 
BOOTS Retro Disco: retro AY every Sat {foray Tine tal (oxpersice} RED STAR Saturdays indie e 
dance SATURD, JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Oniche (raiety Asan) roe and electro with 8 
BUDDY'S We made ‘em ATLANTICTRAP AND GILL Graham Lawrence jz piano); (Aboriginals 7g0pm fase NE ts > ISH s 
SeeBe aay Toontaas, mae ame at the Citadel box office RENDEZVOUS Survival metal IR a 
Sins faz teavdlinewp.no AVENUE THEATRE Shure B'S PUBMolsons Saturday 704353820 night a DESCENDANTS §. 
ee Peay ont CONVOCATION HALL SPORTSWORLD Inline and e 
CHROME LOUNGE Platinum == aZYCARPICANTE Combo _—2ftermoon oe by Proms Concert: Mill Creek Roller Skating Disco: Top 40 s 
VIP Fridays Latino Macdonald; 4:30-9pm Colliery Band; 7:30pm; $17 Request with a mix of retro and e eceos? 
MORANGO'S TEK CAFE (adult)/S13(student/senior) at disco; 1-4:30pm and 7-10:30pm; e ees0ee000e008@ eeese 
EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE ry 
hip hop, house, mash up; no Hair of the Dog: live acoustic Saturday open stage: hosted by TIX on the Square, door veww-sports-world.ca 
sao i abs ieee 7 ROYAL GLEMORACLUB STOLL ONWHYTETp 
ESMERELDA'S Exzies Freakin afternoon; this week Mcinley O'BYRNE'S Live Ban Night on Broadway:Edmonton 4, R&B house People’s 
Frenzy Fridays: Playing the best Mathers; 4-6pm; no cover Saturday 3-7pmi; DJ 30pm Cotumbian Choirs (dings 2n@ SUEDE LOUNGE The Finest s 
a BLUE CHAIR CAFE Bobby 180 DEGREES Dancehall and perk eee Hs Underground House with DJ SS 
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the difference between a self-made banc 
and an obvious media creation when the 
same kind of money and marketing style |; 
behind them both? 

With the band’s new album, it’s Blitz/, 
the Yeah Yeah Yeahs is privy to a mas. 
sive marketing push. Fortunately, it is 
talented live act and it has had the valu. 
able experience of playing on all the major 


's (media) blitz! 
It's (media) blitz! 
Guitarist Nicholas Zinner of the Yeah Yeah : rise of the Yeah Yeah Yeahs in regards to 
Yeahs has at least one other principal ar- : time. These photos timestamp the band as 
tistic interest. He published a book of his : capable of playing for thousands not long 
photography in 2005 called / Hope You Are : after its self-titled EP was released in 2002, 
All Happy Now. The book is an en- This kind of instant buzz doesn't hap- 


ev cgnar scence snecpuseduaherapsesasets 


tertainingly candid run through SH pen as much these days as people : late-night TV shows the week of its album 
the unique lifestyle of a tour- B ACKL A are more capable of finding the : release. The group mostly played its new. 
ing musician, capturing the UES specific specialization of media : wave electro single "Zero" but opted for 
ups, downs, scrapes and scars BL com they want, but companies still : the more impressive album cut "Heads 


of his particular experience. 
Most interesting to me were 
his shots of the various audi- 
ences he's performed to around 
the world. Those photos specifically 


Will Roll” for the surprisingly hip Late 
Night With Jimmy Fallon. 

The show brilliantly incorporates young, 
willing fans dancing behind the band for the 
living, breathing feel of a crowd. The song 
choice Is telling to me, as Jimmy Fallon’s 
show is more likely to pull a cooler demo. 
graphic than other shows, so exhibiting 
the group's most experimental album cut 
with an active performance dynamic js 2 
smart choice. The Yeah Yeah Yeahs js it; 
own best marketing team and continues to 
: forge clever new wrinkles among today’s 
: cramped music roster. W 


try to convince us what to like. : 
Talking to my girlfriend, | com- : 
pared Lady Gaga's meteoric rise : 
to "The Itchy & Scratchy & Poochie 
Show’ episode of The Simpsons. On that : 
function as time capsules for not just the : show, Homer conspires with the writers 
group's rapidly developing fanbase, but the : of Itchy And Scratchy to make a new, hip : 
cultural tastes and appearances of young 3 character with various appealing aesthetic 4 
people during this decade. : attributes. Most notably, Poochie had to : 

While it also raises questions such as why : be everywhere and people had to be ask- : 
Tokyo audiences offer blindly enthusiastic : ing "Where's Poochie?” whenever he wasnt : 
peace signs while New York/Chicago fans : around. This is how | feel about Lady Gaga : 
are easily prodded into middle finger photo- : and, to a lesser extent, Passion Pit. Com- : 
ops, it also leads you to wonder about the : mercials, magazines, ads, TV shows: what's 
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Nic-E every Saturday PLEASANTVIEW 8pm (door); adv tickets at Acoustic Bluegrass jam 
TEMPLE Ob Snap: rey = Seesree es RN Bluegrass Cle Music 
Satay, okra eerramianiiey DEVONIAN BOTANIC time fiddle jam hosted by YAROR OBOE Beeeey _ Society every Wednesday 
guests; 9pm GARDEN Mother's Day Tea: i ights Jam Sessions: Don A 
ae a ere Lay, the Wild Rose Old Tyme Berner Quintet; 7:30pm evening 
WUNDERBAR Featured DJ 8 a ek apm Fiddlers Society; 7pm (door)/8pm (show): $4 RED PIANO-PIANO BAR 
and local bands and 3pm; $18 (adult)/Si4 . 
(senior/student)/$8 (child ROSE BOWL/ROUGE (member)/$4 (guest) Jazz and Shiraz Wednesdays 
Y AFTERHOURS Release aa and under); info at LOUNGE The Legendary Fa oseayornnvsene as egsnesassncnses featuring Dave Babcock and 
Bran Release Saturdays- 780.987.3054 ext 2233 Rose Bowl Monday Jam: Dis his Jump Trio 
icial After-Party 4 Sat hosted by Sherry-Lee 
"Grandmasters vs Nu Kidz"DJ EAGLE ROCK GOLF Wisor/Mike McDonald BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE = REXALL PLACE Fleetwood 
Ae COURSE Mother's Dz 5 Main Floor: CJSR’s Eddie Mac; 8pm 
Battle; 11:5spm. Y (alternating); 9pm-12am Lunchpail: Wooftop: with D 
prime rib buffet: Terry AED p At Wr ODRey. wah) RIVER CREE Wednedays 


McDade (harp), Shannon 


STARLITE ROOM 


Gundam 


Live Rock Band hosted 


SUNDAY Johnson (violin); 5:30 pm- pata test a ore ean, BUDDY'S Free pool and by Yukon Jack; 7:30-9pm; 
8:30pm; info at 780.449.6646 uveltic, Priormial, tourney, DJ Arrowchaser; featuring Mohave Iguanas 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE y Moonsorrow; spm (door); no ei on Maya 
Mother's Day: Jim Findlay HULBERT'S Songwriter's minors; $30 at Unionevents. 9p fe) 
(jazz); donations Stage: Mike Edel; 7pm; $5/ com, Ticketmaster.ca, ESMERALDA'S Retro SECOND CuPp- 
ms person minimum charge Blackbyrd every Tue; no cover with MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT 

BLUE PEAR RESTAURANT : student ID Open Mic every Wed, 
Jazz on the Side Sundays: WHITEMUD CROSSING q 
Dan BERET abtkembi aes) LIBRARY Music on A FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte  °10P™ 

a Sunday Afternoon Melissa BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Ave) Latin and Salsa prusi STEEPS TEA LOUNGE- 
BLUES ON WHYTE Nerkel —_ Goodchild (solo clarinet); Mondays: Service Industry ang Sa's2 MUSIC) ~—_ COLLEGE PLAZA Open 


Werks with Bill Bourne and 
Tippy Agogo; guests; 1opm 
CROWN PUB Every Sun: 
Band War 2009; 5-9pm; $3; 
starting Apr 5-July 5 
DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB 
Celtic Music Session, hosted 


2pm; free 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 
Sandra Wong, friends— 
recital; fundraiser for 
Edmonton Chinese Library 
featuring Edmonton 
Chinese Philharmonica, 
Guofeng Dance Group, 


Night; no minors; 9pm-2am 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Main Floor: Eclectic 
Nonsense, Confederacy 

of Dunces, Dad Rock, T} 
Hookah and Rear Admiral 
Saunders 


dance lessons 8-10pm 


GINGUR SKY Bashment 
Tuesdays: Reggae music; 
no cover 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 
Tuesdays-Blackout: Electro 
beats with Electro Dj's Joust! 
and So Serious 


mic every Wed; hosted by 
Erie Tersigni; 8:30-10pm 


TEMPLE Wyld Style 
Wednesday: Live hip hop, 


by Keri-Lynne Zwicker, 5 BUDDY’S Rudy Electro BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 
47pm Dickson snd DAHL WANE.  testaad questati Flared. NEW CRLINID: Wednesday Nights: with DJ 
info at 780.467.3285 & 
EDDIE SHORTS Sunday - Progressive and Trip-Hop; LOUNGE “abilly, Ghoul- Harley 
| U open stage, all gear provided Dis ae ee een | 6 ie eo with Dj Vylan BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
r L L_ | HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB tT ee dee meyer Main Floor: Blue Jay's Messy 
HAVEN BACKSTAGE TAP AND michetti.com; karaoke with RED STAR Tuesdays: Nest Wed Night: Brit pop, 
. Souljah Fyah Sundays GRILL Industry Night: with  Tizzy, amateur strip contest: y 8 I 
= ; hosted by Rhea March; 8pm; Atomic Improv, Jameoki and iL P : Experimental Indie Rock, new wave, punk, rock ‘n’ rol! 
3 ; $10 (door)/$s (student)/$s DJ Tim ia bee Hip Hop, Electro with DJ with LL Cool Jor 
. (restaurant/pub employees 2 FILTHY MCNASTY’S Metal Hot Philly BUDDY’'S Hump day with 
jOUSE : Boy. 
with pay stub) aoe pesdandecaag? se Mondays: with DJ S.W.A.G. SPORTSWORLD Retro DJ Sexcy Sean 
HULBERT'S Sunday 2-7pm; Main Floor: Got FLUID LOUNGE Mondays =——_Night; 7-10:30pm; www. DIESEL ULTRA LOUNGE 
Songwriter's Stage hosted by To Give It Up: Funk, Soul, Mixer sports-world.ca Wind-up Wednesdays: R&B, 
Snes Ss/person Motown, Disco with DJ Red ney LIKWID mene PD, reggae, aul, 
wy Dawn Daniel and Fowler WE ES reggaeton inVinceable 
LOOP LOUNGE Jam hosted BUDDY’S Latest and (eclectic tunes) DN DAY Touch It, weekly guest DJs 
by JJ, Lenny Band the Cats; greatest in House, BLACK DOGFREEHOUSE —FLUID LOUNGE 
4:30pm ‘til whenever Progressive and Trip-Hop; Main Floor: Glitter Gulch Wednesdays Rock This 
NEWCASTLE PUB Sunday Rudy Electro; 1opm-2:30am; TUESDA' Wednesdays: live music once | eG ENDS PUB Hip 
acoustic open stage with guest Djs inquire atkelly@ pau (jasper Avenue) a month; The Western States’ 4 man with DJ Spineycle 
Willy James and Crawdad michettl.com Open stage with Chris COPPERPOT 3 IkWwiD 
/ 2 bi : NEW CITY L 
6) $ iL ly 
3-6pm beeps Ladies Industry Wynters eee LOUNGE DJ Roni Slade 
NEW CITY Open Mic oe HYDEAWAY T.0.F.U. (vegan sibape reer eS (indie, punk and metal) 
Sunday hosted by Ben NEW CITY SUBURBS magazine) tour music by pices oid cae et ee 
Disaster; 9pm (sign-up); Get Down Sundays with Amanda Rogers, the Coffin EDDIE SHORTS Open stage Shake It: with Greg Gory and 
ss cover f Neighbourhood Rats ies (nenes of Practal every Wed all gear provided Eddie Lunchpail: no minors: 
° ninpe - Sper rae ia OVERTIME DOWNTOWN attern) and others; 7:30pm FIDDLER'S ROOST rig 9pm (door) 
with Robb Angus (the Whea Sunday Industry Night L.B.'S PUB Ammar's Flower Open Stage wi 
Pool) Requests whE Ey is Moosehead Tuesday open mn eaeaie ae eeepc a 
Sad ashi real WUNDERBAR Sundays pamatie, oct sae FOXX DEN The Mary Wednesday 
un s with Miss a x a J g 
Dad enstos dana tier ay D) Gallaten and XS, guests; posted by Mark Ammar and Ce et ee RED STAR Guest DJs every 
10; 9pm a Noel (Big Cat) Mackenzie ee SOCIAY Gin Wednesday 
ORLANDO'S 2 PUB O'BYRNE’S Celtic Jam Wednesday Open Stage with STARLITE ROOM Wild 


Sundays Open Stage Jam 
hosted by The Vindicators 
(blues/rock); 3-8pm 


MONDAY 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 


with Shannon Johnson and 
friends 


SECOND CUP~124 


Jonny Mac; 8:30pm; free 
HOOLIGANZ PUB Open 


Style Wednesdays: Hip-Hop: 
9pm 
STOLLI'S Beatparty 


Sleeman Mondays: live stage Wednesdays hosted by 5 

ROSE AND CROWN music manthly; no cover STREET Open mic every Shane and Naomi ea sales 
Dave Bangg yaa tee DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB Tue; 8-1opm HULBERT'S Every Wed ae or rl 

- P Open stage Mondays with SECOND CUP~STANLEY Sing with the Rubber Band Space Age and weekly 
ROYAL COACH Petro different songwriters MILNER LIBRARY Open (sing-along, dance, comedy, guests; 9pm-2am; www. 
Polujin (classical guitar); spm hosting rye week; mic every Tue; 7-9pm karaoke, trivia); 8-1apm; 56 beatparty.net 
SECOND CuP- presented by Jimmy Whiffen SIDELINERS PUB 7 minimum charge nesdzys 

: +> uesday WUNDERBAR Wednes42) 
MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT eh a shia = All Star Jam with Alicia Tait LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open with new DJ; no cover 
re Sptaniehie abel HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB j ane Ricay Sidecar; Bois mic ¥ AFTERHOURS Y Not 
Sun; a-4pmSundays: Peter azz 
10081 JASPER AVE 9 ceo Beeston ron — Sggmy 

and contempary) (student) Stills, Gentleman Reg; COMMUNITY HALL 
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VUE TICKETS ALSO AT BLACKBYRD Yt 4 : 
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UY TICKETS ONLINE van Gls SIGN UP FOR E-ALERTS 


Li Se 


o> J | se 3 


MAY 11 - STARLITE ROOM w 


NJOO MINORS - EARLY SHOW - DOORS 5 PM - TICKETS ALSO AT BLACKBYRD 


es ae 


MAY.28> 
are ga 
se METS ALSO AT BLACKBYRD 


FORA NAME 


vith RSE Gea eee and POUR HABIT 


MAY 21 - STARLITE ROOM 


ALL AGES - DOORS 5:30 PM 


2 » 
Se ea EES EES ons z 
} CA RT} AMER TOUR 2009? 


== = ON TOUR 2009 == 


al ‘poole micill ery 
JUNE 27-EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE _ E 2 - STARLITE ROOM 


2 ALLAGES - DOORS 7:00PM - TICKETS ALSO AT BLACKBYRD bg ‘ bg WO MINORS - 10 REQ. - DOORS A TPM -TIXALSO AT BLACKBYRD. Y= 
A s “TERE. Re Se a 
FOLLOW US AT TWITTER.COM/UNIONEVENTS 


ee RON 
rt 


= cee 


EON ticketmaster.ca 780-451-8000 
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THURSDAY MAY (4 
THURSDAY MAY 21 


GHISLAIN POIRIER 
& SOUTH RAKKAS 


i) HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 


aturday May 2a 


Have n so Cus oe 


GRYNER SBA AL ADNHAN 


WITH JF EOE: 


THURSDAY MAY (4 
TUESDAY JUNE 


WH MACDOUGALL UNITED MH STARLITE 


TICKETS OH 
SALENOW = 


; ; y. 8 ann 
' a 
WITH SPECIAL GUESTS. : i 
DIRTY PROJECTORS q S 


SATURDAY MA 
THURSDAY JONE 2 


HOLLERADO & SLIM TWIG 


>) PAWNSHOP _ 


JULIE DOLHN 


And DOG DAY 


WEDNESDAY JUNE (0 


MY STARLITE (00.3 THE BEAR PRESENTS. 


THLGN SALE 
SAT MATS 


MY STARLITE 


—_] 
co 
> 
= 
= 
= 
== 
— 
= 
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SATURDAY JULY 4 


And EL TORPEDO 


li} MACDOUGALL UNITED 


FRIDAY JUNE 5 
THURSDAY JULY 23 


BELL ORCHESTRE 


wr oor Giank Guta. QOS 
FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND MORENFO GU To. FOUNDATIONCONCERTS.coM 
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E // PAPER MOON 


he dark side of Paper Moon 


Winnipeg band lightens up a bit on Only During Thunderstorms 


CAROLYN NIKODYM 
// CAROLYM@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


en one-third of Winnipeg 
then-six-piece Paper Moon— 
singer/guitarist Allison Shevernoha 
and drummer Chris Hiebert—picked 
up and moved to Vancouver from 
Winnipeg last winter, it was for a 
change of scenery and for adventure. 
It was also a little crazy. 

The band had, after all, been attract- 
ing accolades and audiences, working 
festivals from Halifax Pop Explosion 
to SXSW. Its music has found its way 
to myriad productions, from feature 
films to television. Paper Moon even 
appeared on an episode of Falcon 
Beach, as a band and a plot device. 

Shevernoha also, however, had been 
working with Vancouver's the Her- 
mit, and when it became apparent 
that group wanted her to be more lo- 
cal, she and then-boyfriend Hiebert 
made their way to the Coast. 

"I was, like, you know what, we're 
not really doing anything in Win- 
nipeg right now—let's just go to 
Vancouver,” Shevernoha explains. 
"So we picked up, Chris and myself, 
and just moved. It was crazy, just 
to get some experience in another 
city, and the band was sort of like 
a catalyst to have a life experience 
that we really needed.” 
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PREVUE // GENTLEMAN REG 


Inside out 


Songwriter stands out 
in the indie-rock world 


KRISTINA DE GUZMAN 
/KRISTINA@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


R= Vermue, aka Gentleman Reg, 
ay be on the biggest indie re- 
cord label in Canada right now. He's 
got connections with everyone from 
Broken Social Scene to the Constan- 
tines. Still, he can't help but feel like 
a bit of an outsider in a music scene 
that appears to have honed a sound 
ofits own. 

"I don't think I follow the trends," 
says Vermue, without a hint of ego- 
tism. "It's funny. I'm really inspired 
by my friends and really motivated 
and pushed by them at how amazing 
they are, but stylistically, I don’t nec- 
essarily try to be like them.” 

Vermue doesn't consciously try to be 
distinct, either. It becomes clear when 
he tries to rationalize his feelings of be- 
ing an outsider. 

"My influences are older and [from the] 
‘90s and ‘80s—lots of female singers. 
The fact that my parents are barbershop 
Singers and the fact that I'm gay ina very 
straight scene—[a] lot of factors like 
that that just sort of add up to my stuff 
sounding different. 

“And I have this weird voice," Vermue 
adds with a chuckle. 

In 2008, . the singer-songwriter 
Signed to Arts & Crafts—three years 


GENTLEMAN REG >> The songwriter finds his own sound inspired by friends, par- 


ents and sexuality //Norman Wong 


after his previous label, Guelph-based 
Three Gut Records, had gone under. 
Earlier this year, he released Jet Black, 
his first album consisting of new ma- 
terial since the release of Darby & Joan 
in 2004. 

While Jet Black tends to lean towards 
mellow folk and pop, a few tracks— 
most notably the fast-paced dance tune 
"We're In a Thunderstorm"—showcase 
Vermue's willingness to step outside 
of the box. The song came about while 
working on a dance project with Shaw- 
Han Liem of 1am Robot and Proud. 

"I had a bunch of songs with [Shaw- 
Han] which were just sitting around and 
I thought, ‘What if one of these worked 
on the record?" Vermue recalls. "Really, 
"We're In a Thunderstorm’ was the only 
one that could have fitin. The other ones 
were pretty extreme." 

Although Vermue's musical influences 


don't exactly mirror those of his con- 
temporaries, his influences don't always 
seep into his own music. 

"Exile in Guyville by Liz Phair was a 
huge turning point in my life. A lot of 
early-'90s rock music like Sonic Youth, 
the Flaming Lips and things like that," 
Vermue says as he begins listing musi- 
cal favourites. 

"Before that, I thought the music was 
more inaccessible. When those bands 
came out, I realized that I could actually 
do that, whereas '80s pop like Prince- 
you know, I love that and I would say 
they influenced me—but I would never, 
even now, know how to make that music 
really, It's just a different thing.” W 
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If that wasn't enough of a shocker, 
Shevernoha and Hiebert also loosely 
formed a Vancouver version of Pa- 
per Moon, playing a handful of gigs 
around the city in six months. 


It's easy to write sad 
songs. It's easier, 
because happy 
songs can get really 
cheesy sounding. 
You really have to 
try and find that 
fine line, where a 
love song can still 
kind of feel nice, 

and not over-the- 
top cheesy." 

"I don't think that [the Winnipeg 
contingent] felt awesome about it,” 
she admits, "but they knew—because 
we kind of picked up and left, and 
they were used to practising twice a 
week—and it gave them a chance to 
take a break, as well, from it." 


Shevernoha and Hiebert ended 
their Vancouver adventure some six 


months later. While they certainly 


made a nice place for themselves 
in the city's pop scene, there were 
more reasons to leave than to stay, 


eprint 


and they moved back to Winnipeg 
and got married. {n the meantime, 
however, another third of the band 
Started an adventure of its own by 
making a baby. 


All of this excitement didn't make for 
a breakup—just more of a shakeup 
The one-time six-piece is now down 
to five (rounded out by Nikki Taylor, 
John Wilson and Ken Phillips) F 
has just released its third full-length 
Only During Thunderstorms : 

This time out, Shevernoha has made 
a conscious effort to include ; 
ol’ indie-pop lyrics to round ou 
melancholy ones 
"It's easy to write sad songs,” she 
Says. “It's easier, because hap 
can get really cheesy soundir 
really have to try and find that ; 
line, where a love song can still kind 
of feel nice, and not over-the-top 
cheesy. So I think that I succeeded in 
doing a couple of those as well.” 

The album is full of perfect littl 
pearls of pop—a pretty solid in 
tion that it's important to change the 
scenery once in a while. It's impor- 
tant to invite in a little craziness 
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26 
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R XALL PLACE 


UMONEVEATS COM 


GREAT OPPORTUNITY 


ON-SITE & CLASSROOM TRAINING PROVIDED 


EVENT 
SECURITY 
STAFF 
WANTED 


BACKSTAGE SUPPORT SERVICES IS LOGKING FOR OUTGOING, 
BONDABLE, QUALITY INDIVIDUALS TO WORK AS 
EVENT & SECURITY STAFF AT VENUES ACROSS ALBERTA 


IDEAL FOR ANYONE LOOKING TO SUPPLEMENT THEIR CURRENT INCOME 
* NO SET SHIFTS * FLEXIBLE HOURS « GREAT OPPORTUNITIES * 


ARRLY, NOW)! 


WE. HAVE PROVIDED SECURITY FOR EVENTS AND CONCERTS SUCH AS 
THE WARPED TOUR, MONSTERS OF ROCK, CRUE 
JINGLE BELL ROCK, BIG VALLEY JAMBOREE, VIRGIN F . 
METALLICA. IRON MAIDEN, DISTURBED, RISE AGAINST AND MORE! 


7 CONTACT US TOLL FREE AT 866-413-2739 
OR ONLINE AT WWW.BACKSTAGESUPPORT.COM 
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PREVUE // THE FLOWERS OF HELL 


Shapes of things 


Synesthesia has Greg Jarvis looking at music—literally 


THE FLOWERS OF HELL >> Greg Jarvis leads his group of collaborators through a 


musical landscape // supplied 


EDEN MUNRO 

// EDEN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
GG" Jarvis experiences music in a 

very different way from most peo- 

ple. For Jarvis, musical shapes aren't 
relegated to the sheet music; due to a 
condition called synesthesia—basical- 
ly, the stimulation of one sense evokes 
the sensation of another—Jarvis sees 
shapes when he's listening to music. 

"Synesthesia, the estimates range 
from it being one per cent to three per 
cent of people in the world with some 
form of it," Jarvis explains over the 
phone from Toronto. "Some forms of 
it are really weird, like touch to taste— 
some people if they touch a metal ob- 
ject they taste metal in their mouth au- 
tomatically. The most common type is 
seeing musical notes as colours in front 
of you, and there are a number of mu- 
sicians with that—like Duke Ellington 
had that, Aphex Twin's got that, Phar- 
rell Williams has got that 

"The variant I have is each different 
sound I see as a shape in front of me,” 
he continues. "The shapes are consis 
tent with what the sound source is, so 
drums are usually a kind of dot that 
appears in front of me with the drum 
sound while a distorted guitar is more 


urban fresh 


~ JASPER 104 _ 
10404 JASPER AVE, ) 


+ UNITED SAXOPHONE 
LIBERATION FRONT 


(Sax quartet) 


Sie gc HOUSE KATS aves) 
/ LIONEL RAULT & THE 


PLAZA 
8225 112 ST. 


ofa furry brush stroke.” 

It may seem strange to imagine the 
appearance of musical notes as visible 
shapes, but for Jarvis it's simply the way 
that he has always viewed the world. 

"As much as it might seem weird to 
some people that someone like me 
sees sounds," he admits. "But to me it's 
weird that other people don't.” 

Jarvis spends much of his time see- 
ing shapes, writing and recording 
with the Flowers of Hell. The group 
is centred on Jarvis's compositions and 
draws on the talents of another 15 offi- 
cial members and around eight reserv- 
ists, spread across two continents. The 
band travels in a realm where sym- 
phonic elements collide with acoustic 
guitars, meeting classical music and 
psychedelic blues-based influences 
somewhere in the middle. 

At times the music is extremely 
dense, while at others it's marked by 
wide spaces. Given the complexities 
at work on the Flowers of Hell's latest, 
Come Hell or High Water, the thought of 
trying to reel in all the different parts 
might seem overwhelming to some. 
Jarvis sees it differently, though. 

“The thing is [synesthesia] almost 
minimizes that in some ways because 
the fact is you just kind of see what fits,” 
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he explains. "Or you can just see how 
that shape needs to change, you can tell 
that, hey, that needs more treble on it.” 


While Jarvis is the driving force behing 
the group, the Flowers of Hell is by no 
means a solo project for the musician 
even when an idea begins with him 
Jarvis welcomes the contributions of 
everyone else and by the time the music 
has worked its way through whoever 
else is involved in a given track, it has 
become very much a group effort 

“We always try to write in differ- 
ent ways—each song we always try t: 
develop in new ways so that we don't 
get stuck in any set formula,” he says 
"One of the most common ways of d 
ing things is I'll do ademo in my ho 
studio of some stuff. I might xing 
some of the band members over while 
I'm doing those demos and get them to 
participate in making that and then I'l! 
pass it around to the rest of the band 
they'll play around with it, come up 
with bits to add to it, then I'll bring 
them all together and generally record 
it live, and then take that live stuff and 
mix around with it and change the 
songs further when we're mixing it 
and once we've got that finalized we'l! 
relearn it as a live band and reinterpret 
it some more from there." 

Despite the grand nature of the al- 
bum, Come Hell or High Water is a tight, 
cohesive piece of work; the band was 
not afraid to edit its own music in or 
der to make the best album possible 

"The thing was with this album we 
really wanted to go classic album 
style, just 10 tracks and just 44 min- 
utes,” he recalls. "We knew it was go 
ing to be coming out on vinyl from an 
Alberta label, Saved by Vinyl, so we 
knew the most we could fit on it was 
44 minutes.” 

But the versions of the songs founc 
on the record are not the be-all-end 
all versions. Others exist, and some 
have even seen the light, like the 1 
minute, four-part take on "Opus 66 
a piece that appears on the album 
a four-minute version but which w 
released last year on an EP in Eng 
land. And Fat Ghost Records is releas 
ing the original 10-minute version « 
"White Out,” which emerged on the 
album at three-and-a-half minutes 

“With ‘White Out,’ that was a really 
interesting one, because it started as 
a piece with Ivan Kral from Patti 
[Smith's] band," Javis remembers 
“We were basically jamming late in 
the night after catching Little Rich 
ard in Detroit and recording what we 
were doing at his home studio, anc 
then I added everyone else as I was 
travelling around that summer. Origi 
nally it was about 13 minutes long and 
I got it down to about 10 minutes, and 
it was a great thing to have to trim It 
down to fit onto the vinyl because 
forced me to intensify that song a bi 
more. Yet, I'm also really liking th 
10-minute version that is a more lan 
guid version of it.” VW 
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THU, MAY 1% (9PM) 
‘THE FLOWERS OF HELL 
WITH FLORA, 
BRIXX, $8 
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Teen AES op) SAT, MAY 9 (8:30pm) 


wiTH ANN VRIEND, MATT EPP 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, $10 - $20 


The Bop Ensemble is made up of seasoned = 
folkies Bill Bourne and Wyckham Porte- : 
ous and 25-year-old bassist Jasmine Ohl- : 
hauser. Theyll be performing two shows ': 


at the Haven, closing out both nights 
with 2 combination of music and 
Ohthauser’s dance theatrics. 


———E 
FRI, MAY 8 (8 pm) 
DANIEL BOLSHOY 


STORY'S ONLINE AT VUEWEEKLY.COM 


MUTTART HALL, ALBERTA COLLEGE 
(10050 MACDONALD DRIVE), $20-$25 


Daniel Bolshoy will be taking time away : 


from his job teaching guitar at Montréal's 


Concordia University for his Edmonton : 


performance. Read Maria Kotovych's in- 
terview with the guitarist on vueweekly. 


com. There will also be a free master : 


class at Alberta College on Saturday, 
May 9 at 10 am. Contact David Brown at 
780.489.9580 for details. 
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FRI, MAY 8 (8 pm) 
MARK CEASAR 

WITH KIRBY CRIDDLE 
HULBERT'S, $10 


these are the Ceaser facts: 


1. Ceaser Is touring with Kirby Criddle in ; 


support of his new EP. 

2. Ceaser grew up on a farm outside 
Yorkton, Saskatchewan. 

3. Ceaser has three university degrees, includ- 
ing a Master of Arts degree in economics. 

4. Ceaser is left-handed. 

5. Ceaser wears his cowboy boots to bed. 


MARKY RAMONE 
PAWN SHOP, $10 


will be launching the Pawn 


: SAT, MAY 9(8 pm) 
3 BOBBY CAMERON TRIO 
: BLUE CHAIR CAFE, $15 


: Guitar slinger Bobby Cameron is back : 
in town for a gig at the Blue Chair with : 
i bassist Doug Radford and guitarist/ : 
singer Mark Puffer. After several years of : 
+ writing for and collaborating with other : 
: artists—he wrote “Just a Moment” with : 
Jully Black and the Black Eyed Peas' Keith : 
: Harris on Black's Juno-winning Revival : 
: and he was a staff songwriter/producer : 
: for Carlin America Music Publishing out : 
t of New York for four years—Cameron : 
: will be releasing a new album of his own : 
: later on this year. : 


: SUN, MAY 10 (8:30 pm) 
; NERKELWERKS 
According to myspace.com/markceaser, ; 


BLUES ON WHYTE 


It's a double dose of Bill Bourne this week: 


2 eee ere meres ects 
: TUE, MAY 22 (7:30 pm) 

: AMANDA ROGERS 

+ WITH COFFIN SHIPS, BRONZE LEAF 

: HYDEAWAY, $5 


; Amanda Rogers is headed here for a 
: performance, but she's had quite the 
: time making it. After a mixup with the 
} required paperwork, she was turned 
: back to the US at the border. She pulled 
: it all together, though, and made it into 
: Canada’ to rejoin a tour in support of 
: T.O.FU. Magazine. 

No, Marky Ramone Is not : 
playing live in E-town. He's : 
DJing. The Ramones’ drummer : 
: THU, MAY 14 (7 pm) 
Shop's Anti-Club Saturday—a : 
club night for non-clubbers, offer- : 
: ing an alternative soundtrack to other : 
: Top-40 nights—spinning rock, retro and : 
: Ramones rarities for one night only. 
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EMM GRYNER 
WITH JP HOE 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, $12 


: Emm Gryner's Goddess is another solid 
: album ina long line of solid albums. Fans 
: of delicate and moody piano would do 
? well to catch her live. 


: KALEY BIRD 
: HULBERT'S, $10 


: Local songstress Kaley Bird is set to 
: Nerkelwerks consists of Bourne and the : 
: eccentric Tippy Agogo. If oddball and off- : 
: the-wall is what you want, then the Com- : 
: mercial is the place to be on Sunday night : 
: because Bourne and Agogo will be deliver- 
: ing just that. For a preview, check Nerkel- 
? werks out at myspace.com/nerkelwerks. 


disappear out east to Montréal soon. 
She'll be gone for six weeks, but before 
she goes she'll be releasing her first 
music video, filmed for her song “The 


: Dishes Ain't Done.” Bird will be per- 
= forming for the Thursday night unveil- 
> ing at Hulbert's. WV 
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(0030-102 STREET 
INFO: 428-STAR 


HOSTED BY MC RYAN WADE 


MURRAY TAYLOR 
And SHAWN HEBREWER 


THE ESERE & YELLOW 


E HALE 


HFRAYGUN COWBOYS 


OS/17 WH Sue wo SHE WAVE MUSIC PRESETS 


2 ROOM LONG WEEKEND BASH! 1 


JUAK ALI 
JOE NICE & FREAKY FLOW 


KING RAN & THE SHRINES 
Wit MARK SULTAN 


5/21 MOU EVOTTS _. EARLY SHOW ALL AGES - SP 


NO USE FO E 
ONLY CRIME & POOR HABIT 


OS/2Z TECANO HIPPY CREW PRESENTS 


LETS WOK THA HOUSE 


3 ROOM EVENT! 
SOUUD OUT DUS - BOMBAMAN - JAY MICHAEL 
Os. 


THE LIPTONIANS 


WOOL ON WOLVES 


temple 


IMIEMBERS & GUESTS FACILITY 


BEHIND STARLITE ROOM 


ALL EVENTS 18+ «DOORS AT OPM 


wit DEGREE, COBRA COMMANDER, 
DJ BATTERY «-./ WEEKLY GUESTS 


FRIDAY MAY 8: 
SINEWAVE MUSIC & RENEGADE BASS PRESENT 
DIESELBOY i tuts 


SURELY TEMPLE 
THURSDAYS 


DOORS 9PM - $5 COVER - $5.50 DOUBLES 
DA TRON, DCO, OPTIMIDX PRIME & MAIYURU FERAANO 
WWW.STARLITEROOM.CA 


7 WEDNESDAYS 
HOSTED 
iD & KHIRY TAFARI 
{OF LOCUTION REVOLUTION; 


WITH DJS BUDAKRON 
& SHORTOP 
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ALBUM REVIEWS 


New York Dolls 


‘Cause | Sez So 


(Rhino) 
kkk tt 


EDEN MUNRO 
// EDEN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


vere Apeanewane RSS HEN UNNNALTIEESS 


hirty-six years after the band's 

debut album, the New York Dolls 
comes full circle, reuniting with pro- 
ducer Todd Rundgren for a new album. 
Well, that's full circle except for the 
fact that three-fifths of the original 
band have departed this world. And 
of course the band that calls itself the 
Dolls in 2009 is a markedly different 
one then the gang that went under the 
name for two records in the early ‘70s. 

Change is understandable, though. 
Inevitable, even. There's simply no 
way for a band to remain the same over 
that many decades. Ideas come and 
go, old ways are replaced by new ap- 
proaches, fresh blood joins the battle 
and players get better, more in com- 
mand of their instruments than they 
were as kids crashing haphazardly into 
the music biz. 

Remarkably, though, given the years 
between the Dolls implosion back 
in 1975 in the wake of its aptly-titled 
sophomore album, Too Much Too Soon, 
the current quintet sounds very much 
like a band—rather than a couple of 
founding members guiding a ship of 
hired guns—and it sounds very much 
like all of the players are tapping into 
the same energy that the group did in 
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recordsa&cds 


actor .rico 


top 10 sellers 


01. sometimes / wish... bill callahan 

02. outside love pink mountaintops 

03. s/t magneticring 

04. in times like these... bishop perry tillis 
05. time's vibes neokarma jookio trio 
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its youth, helped along by Rundgren's 


uncluttered production. 


Soitis that singer DavidJohansenand : 


guitarist Sylvain Sylvain find them- 


selves in the midst of a band capable : 


not only of carrying the Dolls’ torch, 


but also of adding something to the : 
band's legacy—even if that something : 
is greyed around the edges now. The : 
spirit remains, and the age of the lead- : 
ers only serves to heighten the urgency : 
as Johansen digs deep into his roots for : 
his rock ‘n’' roll grow! and Sylvain does : 
his late bandmate Johnny Thunders : 
proud on the guitar, bashing away at : 
it with the sort of abandon many play-_ : 
: into both the angels and demons that 


ers half his age could stand to tap into, 


working his lines in and around those : 


of current guitar foil Steve Conte. 


sparks, followed by "Muddy Bones,” 


honest sense of excitement. 


You ain't even got no class /I'm gonna 
kick your ass." It’s not exactly refined, 


Dolls spins in. 


Beyond the first numbers the album : 
suffers some from too many mid- : 
tempo tunes; most of them are fine : 
songs—the rolling thunder of "My : 
World" or the mariachi approach of : 
"Temptation to Exist” both standing : 
out—but the band likely could have : 
dropped a couple and tightened the : 
album up rather tnan treading on the : 
: the guitar solo less than two minutes 

Still, the album steers more or less : 
straight throughout, and there are : 
: toa breakdown as this band gets—and 


same ground more than necessary. 


enough numbers that keep it jumping, 


dragging ‘Cause I Sez So back on track : 
whenever it seems as though it might : 
: eyes with this one, and that's a good 
: thing, that dirt coming as it does from 
: the tail of as honest and unbridled a 
: rock'n’ roll record as there's ever been 


stray too far. W 


10443q - 124 street 
780.732.1132 
www listenrecords.net 


set'em wild, set'em free Lrico 


balf quarry wnco 


06. love Is overtaking me arthur russell 
07. over the edge wipers 

08. begone dull care Junior boys 

09. beware bonnie ‘prince’ billy 

10. for the whole world... death 


: (New West) 
Doak 


Despite a backbone 
that consists entire- 
ly of songs written 
by the late Townes 
Van Zandt, Townes 
is very much a Steve 
Earle album. And, it 
also happens to be one of the more in- 
teresting—and powerful—albums in 
the singer-songwriter's catalogue, From 
the finger-picked notes that open the 
album with "Pancho and Lefty” to the 
closing chords of "To Live Is to Fly,” Ear- 
le's guitar and voice are at the centre of 
the record, timeless instruments that 
are well-suited to capturing the soul of 
Van Zandt's songs, Earle's voice tapping 


populated Van Zandt's work. If Van 


: Zandt was the inspiration, though, this 
The heart of the New York Dolls lives = 
and breathes inthe songs, justasitdid : 
in the past, and the album starts off : 
right, the title track opening it up with : 
: with added instrumentation, a DJ and 
full of ragged hooks from Johansen : 
and scrappy guitars that generate an : 
: focus in what ultimately amounts to a 
"Better Than You" slows the pace : 
down and opens the sound up some : 
with some acoustic strumming pitted : 
against an electric guitar, with Johans- : 
en throwing down the gloves forlove— : 
"My baby, don’t talk nasty about her / : 
: The Get Down 
: Dirty Power 
but the sentiment sits comfortably : 
within the groove that the New York : 


record is far more than a simple copycat 
tribute to the songwriter; Townes starts 
off in a folk-influenced mould but Earle 
soon deviates, pushing the genre's walls 


even some apocalyptic distortion, all of 
which comes together with remarkable 


touching collaborative effort. 
EDEN MUNRO 
// EDEN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


(Transistor 66) 
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"This Is the City," 
the opening track 
on the Get Down's 
five-song EP Dirty 
Power, is like an as- 
sault on the ene- 
my’s lines—guitars 
pummeling and charging headlong 
into the fray. It's fast and mean, hitting 


in. And what a guitar solo it is, emerg- 
ing from a breakdown—well, as close 


whipping up into a dust-storm-like 
frenzy. You're gonna get dirt in your 


: EDEN MUNRO 

: // EDEN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 

: Hill Country Revue 

: Make a Move 

: (Razor & Tie) 

: toktintink 
Squealing, bluesy 
southern rock from 
a band formed by 
Cody Dickinson 


and Chris Chew of 
the North Missis- 
sippi Allstars. 


: There's plenty of soloing going around, 
: and this would likely work fine at a 
: blues festival or in a club, but it never 
: really sparks on record—and clunky 
: lyrics like "We are coming to your town 
: / To rock 'n' roll and get down” don't 
: help matters, spreading the cheese on 
: top more than a little bit thick. 
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This is quirky and : 
moving music. : 


Wooden Arms is 


rewards for those who make the effort. 
EDEN MUNRO 
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Patrick Watson plays McDougall United : 


Church on Saturday, May 16 at 7 pm. 


The Western States 
Bye and Bye 
(Dollartone) 

took ink 


living and breathing through its songs. 
EDEN MUNRO 
{/ EDEN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


The Western States plays the Black Dog 
on Wednesday, May 13 at 10 pm. 


XL Birdsuit 
Kisses 
(independent) 
kkk Ks 


Paul James Coutts : 
can grab a chord : 
with his guitar and : 
Strangle the lifeout : 
of it at the same : 


broadiim scope, cov- 
ering a wide range = 
oflandscape.It'sthe : 
sort of album that = 
takes work to get into, but offers sonic : 


The Western States : 
rambles throughits = 
sophomore album, : 
living in the gray : 
space between qui- : 
et contemplation— : 
the languid strums : 
of "The Road Is Darkas the Night’—and : 
slightly rowdier contemplation—the : 
saloon shuffling of “Bide My Time.” Re- : 
corded live over a few days bookended : 
by a roadtrip between Winnipeg and : 
Austin, Bye and Bye captures the band = 


| ALBUM REVIEWS 


: The Kills, Keep On Your 
: Mean Side (Domino) 

: Originally released: 2003 
The most obvious compari- 
son to the Kills—at least on 
: the surface—is the White 
Stripes. Both bands are duos, 
and neither has spent much 
time working with grandly pro- 
duced layers. 
But that link 
t really is only 
: on the surface. 
: While it's unlike- 
: ly that anyone's 
going to argue 
: that the White 
: Stripes is very hi- 
: fi in sonic terms, 
: the Kills—Alison 
: Mosshart and 
= Jamie Hince— 
! stripped away 
+ just about every 
: aspect of polish 
on its full-length 
debut, 2003's 
Keep On Your Mea ig in an 
album that cuts to the bone, offering no 
apologies and pulling no punches—in 
essence, coming at the music from the 
mean side. 

From the glitchy beat that revs up "Su- 
perstition" to the buzz-saw guitar that 
joins in just before Mosshart spits out 
her words in a voice that barely rises 
above a whisper yet seems on the verge 
of exploding into rage, the Kills is in it 
: for real. There's nothing pretty about 
: it as the song simmers, always on the 
: verge of boiling violently over. This is 
: the kind of thing that so many groups 
: want yet never achieve: a balance be- 
+ tween control and all-out venom. It’s a 
: fight that weaves its way throughout the 
: record; on "Superstition" the duo crawls 
towards a mid-song flare-up, complete 
: with a violent scream from Mosshart, 
! before pulling back just slightly into 
= the song's undertow, and on "Fuck the 
: People" a mutated Bo Diddley beat rolls 
: along with guitars shuffling over top as 
Mosshart and Hince unite with a shared 
vocal: "You want a warning / You got 
a warning / Stab your back / Hey, fuck 
the people.” 

As hard as the Kills sounds at times— 


timeasheslashesit : 


up and down. At : 
least, that's something he was very : 
good aton recordand onstage withthe : 
two-piece Twin Fangs. But before he : 
was there—which was here in Edmon- : 
ton forthe now-defunctband'stenure— : 
Coutts was in Calgary, where he was a : 
part of XL Birdsuit. Kisses is a set of : 
songs that the group first recorded in : 
2002 and which were tinkered with for : 


The Divorcees 
Last of the Free Men 
(Hay Sale) 


I can tell you why 
No women could ever love 
Any of these guys 


another four years before finally seeing : 
an iTunes-only release in 2009. The : 


biggest difference between Coutts's : 
work in the two bands is probably the : 
level of subtlety at play, There wassome : 
in Twin Fangs, certainly, but there was : 
that coursed : 
through the songs; with XL Birdsuit : 
there's a little more room for intrica- : 
cies—an early version of “Imperial : 


also a supercharge 


New Cities 
Lost in City Lights 
(Sony) 


Hard to make music 
When your expensive haircuts 
Don't play instruments 


Sound,” a song that Twin Fangs record- : 
ed, is much less of the all-out assault : 


that it evolved into and more muscular, 


nn 
jazzy freak out—albeit one with Coutts's ' 
jagged riffs and shouted vocals, andthe : 
idiosyncratic layers that marked fellow : 


The Horrors 
Primary Colours 
(XL Recordings) 


bandmember Chris Vail's work in Vail- : 


halen, still at the fore. 
EDEN MUNRO 
// SDEM@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


: The Horrors you say? - 
: 'Cause it sounds like the Killers 
? Crossed with more Killers 


the band doesn't do much in that 
way of creating a welcoming 
sound; Keep On Your Mean 
Side takes some work on the 
part of the listener to really 
absorb—there are brief re- 
Prieves strewn throughout 
the album's 12 tracks. 

Still, when the band starts 
"Kissy Kissy” 
with a gentle, 
| slightly — fuzzy 
guitar, it doesn't 
mean that Moss- 
hart and Hince's 
hearts have soft- 
ened. A. grungy 
second guitar 
soon groans be- 
neath the first as 
Hince sings, "It's 
been a long time 
coming/It's been 
a long time com- 
ing / I'm gonna 


; = 2 stab your kissy, ~ 
he Kills cutsto. the bone issy mouth / It's 


been a long time coming.” 

Similarly, "Monkey 23" finds a slow, 
quiet rhythm supporting the duo as they 
repeat, "There's a monkey on my back / 
Makes me talk like that" over and over 
until it sounds more like sad acceptance 
than an excuse for any hurtful words 
they may have said in the past. 

And the album closes with what would 
be a peaceful acoustic-picked ending, 
were it not for Mosshart’'s words: "You 
knock on her door / She don't recognize 
your voice no more / So she got on an 
aeroplane / So long after / Strip down 
from the fever / Laid down ina hotel bed 
/ Wouldn't take no phone calls at all / 
Didn't want no more voices in her head." 
As it is, "Gypsy Death & You" wraps up 
Keep On Your Mean Side in an uncertain, 
at times contradictory, way that is in line 
with the dark trajectory of the album as 
a whole. 

Domino Records is re-releasing Keep 
On Your Mean Side this week with 
five bonus tracks added to the album. 
Mosshart is also the singer in the Dead 
Weather, a band featuring the White 
Stripes' Jack White. The Dead Weather's 
debut, Horehound, will be released on 
June 9. W 


This is how dope sounds? 
I'm gonna have to lose my 


i Dealer's phone number 


RS 
: St. Vincent 

: Actor 

: GAD) 


Kind of like French pop 
: It sounds cool and smooth and it 
: Gave mea boner 


: Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver «+ 
: Lonely Street 
: (Rounder) 


: This would be perfect 
> If you're the kinda guy who 
: Gets In car chases 


Fa 
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live f : st time in Western Canada 


THURSDAY MAY 14TH 
BRIXX BAR & GRILL 


$8 AT THE DOOR | DOORS @ 9FM| NO MINORS 


10030 102st (downstairs) 
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www.myspace.com/flowersofhell 
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PREVUE // THE SHAGBOTS “7 


JAMES STEWART 
/1ISTEWART@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


rmed three years ago-from the 
burned-out husks of a couple teen- 


~~ age bands, the Shagbots came to- 


gether in time to play at the members’ 
high-school's battle of the bands. Com- 
ing from fairly different musical back- 
grounds, the group started by playing 
a diverse attay of musical styles. But to 
hear guitarist Devin Boudreau describe 
it, that wasn't necessarily a good thing. 

“When we started, we were writing 
the worst shit—it was like funky-punk, 
kind of metal,” he laughs. “We didn't 
\“Yeally figure out our sound until about 
a year-and-a-half ago, when we started 
listening to more electronic-influenced 
rock music.” 

As the band began to hit its stride, op- 
portunities started coming the Shagbots’ 
way—opening slots for the Mae Shi, Lady- 
hawk and Edmonton ex-pats All Purpose 
Voltage Heroes, and most incredibly in 
the form ofa $25 000 grant that the band 
was awarded from New Cap Radio at— 


get this—another battle of the bands. 

“It was an insane night. Michael [de 
Souza, keys/bass/drums/etc.] had a 
wedding to go to in England, and he's 
basically the core of our band. We were 
like ‘how are we going to do this with- 
out him?’ But we got some sequencers 
and spent about two weeks pumping 
out recordings of his parts, and learning 
to play to.a ‘metronome. We went in as 
complete underdogs—we were basically 
just hoping they wouldn't tell us if we got 
last place. There were a lot of really great 
Calgary bands there, so when they turned 
the cheque around with our names on it, 
we went crazy. I think Davis accidentally 
punched a girl.” 


So after filing police reports all night 
(not really), the band headed to Music 
Centre Canada Studios in Calgary and 
began to work through its songs with 
the luxury of not having to watch the 
clock. During snippets of time when the 
members could get away from work or 
school, the Shagbots self-produced its 
debut We Were Born Tigers, set to drop 


- £wy 
sculls 


GIBBONS, AB 


Budweiser Tent 
Kick-off Party June 25 
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Turgeon ¢ ounty 
Canada 


this weekend. Up next for the band? 

"World domination,” Boudreau dead- 
pans. "No, we're going to keep doing ex- 
actly what we're doing. We love playing 
live, and we're going to try to get out and 
tour a bunch. I think it'll help having the 
album to show we're credible, that we're 
doing something worth listening too, that 
people will want to show their friends. I 
mean, when you have a name like ours ... 
"Boudreau trails off, laughing. 

All right, I wasn't going to go there. But 
what's with the name? 

“We were 16, and we came up with it on 
the day of the battle of the bands. We're 
like, 'OK, we'll use it for the time being, and 
in a couple of months we'll pick a better 
name,’ That was three years ago," Boudreau 
groans. "But hopefully as more people hear 
itmore often itbecomes just another name, 
and not some robot with a boner." W 
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PREVUE // PRIMORDIAL 


Thoroughly 
modern metal 


Primordial eschews dragons and 
maidens to sing about today 


J 


FAWNDA MITHRUSH 
// FAWRDA@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
ar TL pe NSE 
hen Euro-metal comes to mind it 
can often rouse visions of hairy, 
horn-helmeted growlers howling about 
faraway lands and legendary times, 
topped by squealing guitar solos. Of 
course, this idea just pisses Alan Aver- 
ill off. When Vue called up the fast- 
tongued leader of Primordial—the 
seminal Irish black-metal band—Aver- 
ill had just returned home from getting 
soaked in a rainy game of football (but 
we know he really means soccer), and 
is eager to distinguish his cohort from 
the silly mythical bent of the Scandina- 
vian metal movement. Now on his first 
North American tour in the band's 18- 
year history, it’s important for him to let 
people know what Primordial is really 
about. 

‘I never wanted to be one of those fan- 
tastical history-lesson bands. I'm not 
interested in singing songs about myth- 
ical wars that happened 2000 years 
ago,” Averill explains. “I know that the 
syntax, the language of those stories 
and the imagery is perfect for heavy 
metal fans, but I always wanted to say 
something about the modern world.” 

Averill, whose stage name Nemthean- 
ga translates to “poisoned tongue,” has 
at the tender age of 34 years old spent 
over half his life in the band. So it's no 
surprise that he takes his music very, 
very seriously. 

"Primordial is more about modern 
politics than it is about brave heroes 
that did amazing things,” he says. “I'm 
too old to care for that sort of thing. 
People that just want soundtracks for 
their gaming, maybe they'll find Pri- 
mordial boring. Where is the solo, 
where is the chorus? People want fanta- 
sy, they want escapism—‘it's just never 
what we wanted, we wanted to actually 
say something about this world. 

“Let me put it this way: I don’t have 
any kids now, but if I'm 50 and I have 
kids and they pick up my CD and go, 
‘This is what you wasted your life doing, 


songs about dragons and musclebound 
warriors rescuing fair maidens?’ I'd be 
ashamed that we lived in this day and 
this culture and we didn't try and say 
anything about it.” 


And he's not about to sing about Celtic 
legends or Ciichulainn and his seven 
fingers either. Averill admits that the 
band's messages don't have much to do 
with the strife of his homeland. "Pri- 
mordial isn't about being Irish—the 
concepts of alienation or martyrdom or 
giving your life for higher ideals should 
resonate whether you're from Peru or 
Palestine,” he says. 

Now studying for a degree in political 
science and communications, Averill 
plans to base his upcoming thesis on 
musicians in times of political change. 
"Protest music doesn't really exist in the 
west anymore,” he says. "You really have 
to go to Second or Third World countries 
to find people who are really trying to 
say something through their music. 

"I suppose poverty’s eradication in the 
First World has allowed us to focus on 
things like Pop Idol and the celebrity cul- 
ture that we live in.” 

To celebrate its first journey to the West, 
the band has recently reissued its debut 
album, Imrama, first released in 1995. 

"People don't realize how long the band 
has been going, or where we come from." 
Averill says, noting that they're playing 
much smaller venues (and for smaller 
paycheques) than they're used to on this 
tour. “This is one of the founding albums 
ofthe second wave of pagan black metal. 
It's a bit of history, it’s essential that it's 
still available for people to get.” 

As for the show, Averill says be pre- 
pared. "I think people might be sur 
prised when they come and see the 
show because it’s very aggressive, very 
serious. Primordial is more brutal than 
a lot of brutal bands.” W 


sp dance lesson (8-9pm), Band: 
LL eee 
‘(member)/$20 (guest) 


CRAFT FAIR Goldbar Hall, 4620-105 Ave » Spring 
Craft Fair « Sat, May 9, 10am-4pm : 
CRITICAL MASS RIDE Starts at City Hall, ends at Ga- 
zebo Park» Last Fri every month « Fri, May 29, 530pm 
- http;//criticalmasswikia.com/wiki/List_of_rides 
EDMONTON 


10025-102A Ave, 780.702.5117 « Fri, noon-1pm + 
consulting.com 
EDMONTON SOCIAL ENTERPRISE 
780.293.5080, www.socialenterprisefund.ca « 
Seminar + May 21, 9:30am-5 pm « Pre-register 
FERTILITY AWARENESS CHARTING CIRCLE 
Steeps College Plaza, 1116-82 Ave, www-fertil- 
i ingaircle.org « Learn about 
menstrual cycle charting and share your personal 
i in a supportive group environment + 
Thu, May 7, 6:30-8:30pm « $5 (donation) 
FRIENDS OF LUCY RALLY Edmonton Valley Zoo, 13315 
Buena Vista Rd, 87 Ave = Sun, May 10, 130am-4pm. 
(GEAR SWAP Mountain Equipment Co-op, 12328- 
102 Ave, 780.488.6614 « Sun, May 10, 9-12 » Free 
GREAT EXPEDITIONS HOSTEL TRAVEL SLIDE 
SHOW Hostelling International, 10647-81 Ave, 
780.454-6216/780.455.6741) » Meet the 2nd Mon 
every month (7:30pm) = Ecuador, Galapagos, Peru, 
Chile (2004) presentation by Liz and Chips Reid 
» May 11 « Free 
"HOME" ENERGISING SPIRITUAL 
COMMUNITY FOR PASSIONATE LIVING Gar- 
neau/Ashbourne Assisted Living Place, 11148-84 
Ave « Home: Blends music, drama, creativity and 
reflection on sacred texts to energise you for pas- 
sionate living « Every Sun 3-spm 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Pleasantview 
Community Hall, 10860-57 Ave, 780.962.6561/780 
pie tg eae S Smpettions 
wo! ings, and competitions. 
Atievels of ph oa ana pelocubeNaet the 
and and 4th Thu each month; Sept-May, 8pm 
TAR SANDS PUBLIC HEARING Transalta Arts 
Barns + Chief Allan Adam and Chief Francois 
Paulette discuss the future of the tar sands, 
hosted by Linda F. Duncan « Tue, May 12, 7pm. 


= Andrews United Church, aoe St, 
439.7321 « An evening 
(with Jennifer Berezan) « Sun, May 10, 7-9:30pm + 


Legislature North » Friends of Medi- 
care Rally » Sat, May 9, 1:30pm «Info at 780.423.4581 
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+ Documentary, Radiant City, directed by Gary Bums 
and Jim Brown - Fri, May 8,7pm - Pree 4 4 
VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA Riverdale Community 
Hall, 9231-100 Ave « Mothers Day Potludc Bring a 
homemade vegetarian, vegan or raw vegan dish for 

6 people, serving spoon, own plate and utensils « Sun, 
May 10, 30pm » $3 (VOA member}/$s (non-member) 
free (Youth ages 12 and under) 

WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strath- 
cona Farmers’ Market « Silent vigil the st and 3rd 
Sat, 10- , each month, stand in silence fora 
world without violence 

WOMEN ONLY BICYCLE REPAIR Edmonton 
Bicycle Commuters’ Society, 10047-80 Ave (enter 
through Back Alley), 780.433.2453 + May 27 + Free 
SE a 


CARROT CAFE 9351-118 Ave, 780.471.1580 

+ People in Pants Improv « ast Thu every 
month, 7:30-9pm « $5 

COMEDY FACTORY Gateway Entertainment 
Centre, 34 Ave, Calgary Trail « Thu, 8:30pm; 
Sat, 8pm and 10pm «Jack Wilhite; May 7-8-9 + 
Freudian Slips Improv; May 14-16 

COMIC STRIP Bourbon St, WEM, 780.483.5999, 
www.thecomicstrip.ca « Hit or Miss Mondays: 
Each Mon « Best of Edmonton Tuesdays: 
Each Tue « Steve Wilson, Tyler Hawkins, and 


* Kelly Soloduka; until May 10 « Hit or Miss 


Monday’s: Mon, May 12 = Round 3 of Funniest 
Person with a Day Job Contest, hosted by Paul 
Brown; Tue, May 12 + Kevin Stobo, Kelly Dakus, 
Lars Gallieou; Wed, May 13 « Michael McDon- 


__ald, Kevin Stobo, Paul Brown; May 14-17 


LAUGH SHOP 1105-6606 137 Ave, Londonderry 
Mall, 780.476.1010 « Wed-Thu 8pm; Fri-Sat 
7:30pm and 9:45pm « Tim Nutt; May 13-16 
WINSPEAR CENTRE Sir Winston Churchill Sq 
« Lewis Black: Dual Citizenship Tour (strong 
language) « Wed, May 13, 8pm « $45-$55.50 at 
Winspear box office 

aE eS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER Sunnybrook 
United Church, Red Deer, 403.347.6073 - Affirm 
welcome LGBTQ people and their friends, family, 
and allies meet the 2nd Tue, 7pm, each month 
BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP : A social 
group for bi-curious and bisexual women every 
and Tue of the month, 8pm « http://groupsyahoo. 
com/group/bwedmonton 
BOOTS BAR AND LOUNGE 10242-106 St, 
780.423.5014, www.bootsbar.ca « and Thu: Illusions 
Social Club + 3rd Wed: Edmonton O Society « 2nd 
Tue: Edmonton Rainbow Business Association + 
Every Fri: Philosophy Café « Fri and Sat DJ SeXxXy 
Sean 10-3 » Long Weekend Sundays feature the 
Stardust Lounge with Miss Bianca and Vanity Fair 
BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave, 
780.488.7736 = Nightly 99m-3am, Fri 8-3pm « Sun: 
Rotating drag shows with Mz Bianca and Mz 
Vanity Fair in The Stardust Lounge and GoDiva 
and Donnatella NE1 in The GoDonna Show, 
DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy - Mon: Amateur strip 
contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ West- 
CoastBabyDaddy « Tue: Free pool and tourney, 
Dj Arroweliaser » Wed: Hump day with DJ Sexoy 
Sean «Thu: Wet underwear contest with Mia 
Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy « Fri: 
We made 'em famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, come 
early to avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm « Sat: 
Undie night for men only, free pool and tourney, 
Dj Arrowchaser 
EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton, 10804-119 St A group of 
older gay men and their admirers who have com- 
mon interests meet the and Sun, 2:30pm, most 
months for a social period, a short meeting and a 
guest speaker, discussion panel or a pothick sup- 
per. Special interest groups meet for other social 
activities throughout the month. E: edmontonpt@ 
yahoo.ca, www.primetimersww.org/edmonton 
GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www.teamed- 
monton.ca » Women's Drop-In Recreational Badmin- 
ton; Oliver School Gym, 10227-118 St,780.4653620; 
Wed, 6-7;30pm - Bootcamp; Lynnwood 
School at 15451-84 Ave; Mon, 7-825pm; bootcamp@ 
teamedmonton.ca » Bowling: Gateway Lanes, 100, 

; bowling@teamed- 


106 St; Tue, Th 730-8:30pm, 
ee ee 


YOGA (Hatha): Free Yoga every Sun, 2-330pm; Kor- 
‘ezone Fitness, 203, 10575-115 St, yoga@teamedmonton.ca 
ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB: CROSSDRESSERS 
780.387.3343 « meet monthly « For info go to 
groupsyahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus « Campus-based or- 
ganization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identi- 
fied and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, 
academic, straight allies and support staff « 3rd 
Thu each month (fall/winter terms): Speakers 
Series. Contact Kris 'a.ca) 
LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www. 
edmlivingpositive.ca, 1877-975-9448/780.488.5768 
» Providing confidential peer support to people 
living with HIV + Tue, 7-9pm: Support group « 
Daily drop-in, peer counselling 
MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté st. 
Jean, Rm 3-18, 780.490.7332 « Program for HIV- 
AID'S prevention, treatment and harm reduction 
in French, English and other African languages 
+ 3rd and 4th Sat, gam-spm each month « Free 
(member)/Sio (membership) « Pre-register 
MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www. 
geocities.com/makingwaves_edm « Recreational/ 
competitive swimming. Socializing after prac- 
tices « Every Tue, Thu 
PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St, www-playnight- 
club.ca « Open Thu, Fri, Sat « The first jae for the 
queer community to open in a decade with DJs 
Alexx Brown and Eddie Toonflash 
PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-1 Ave, 
780.488.3244, wwwopridecentreofedmonton.org + Open 
‘Tue-Frit10pm, Sat2-6:30pm « LGBT Seniors Drop-in: 
Every The/Thu, 2-4pm « CA: Thu (7pm) + Suit Up and 
Show Up: AA big book study group meet every Szt, 
noon » Youth Understanding Youth: Up to 2s years, 
support and social group meet every Sat,7-gpmu; yuy@ 
shaw.ca» Womonspace: Board meeting ast Sun every 
month, 10:30am-12-30pm «Trans Education/Sup- 
port Group: Meet the st and 3rd Sum, 2-4pm, of each 
month; wwwalbertatrans.org « Mien Talking with Pride: 
Sun (7pm); facilitator: Rob Wells robwells72o@hotmail. 
com = HIV Support Group: Meet znd Mon each month, 


men, women and youth; PFLAG Edmonton: Meet the 
ist Wed each month, 7pm « Free short-term, solution- 
focused drop-in counseling; Wed,7-19pm + YouthSpace: 
drop-in for LGBTQ for youth up to 25; Tue-Sat, 3-7pm. 
PRISM BAR 10524-101 St, 780.990.0038 + Every 
Wed: Free Pool; Karaoke, 9pm-midnight « Thurs: 
Prism Pool League; 7-12:30pm Fri: Steak Nites; 

, 5-9pm; DJ at 9:30pm 
ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 
10209-123 St, 780.482.1587 * Soul OUTing: an 
LGBT-focused alternative worship « 2nd Sun each 
month, 7pm; worship Sun, 10:30am; people of all 
sexual orientations welcome. A LGBT monthly 
book club and film night. Info email jraven- 
scroft@rwuc.org 
ST PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave, 
780.436.1555 = People of all sexual orientations are 
welcome « Every Sun (10am worship) 
WOMONSPACE 780.482.1794, wwwiwomonspace. 
ca, womonspace@gmail.com « A Non-profit 
lesbian social organization for Edmonton and 
surrounding area. Organized monthly activities 
from dances, games nites, golf tournament, etc. 
Monthly newsletter and reduced rates included 
with membership. Confidentiality assured 
WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave, 780.488.6557 - Open 
Daily (noon) + Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and 
Patrick + Sat-Sun Pool Tournaments 


BOOKS2EAT GALA Stanley A. Milner Library, 
780.496.7051 « Edible books created by master 
chefs and silent auction items; dress serni-formal 
« May 9, 7:30pm + $100 

CHANGING TOGETHER MULTICULTURAL FAIR 
3rd Fl, 1010-105 St, 780.421.0175 « Arts, crafts, and 
jewellery from around the world = Wed, May 6, 11- 
3pm; Thu, May 7, 1am-3pm; Fri, May 8, 1-3pm 
DOCTORS AND DERRIERES Enterprise Sq, 
10230 Jasper Ave « Art Auction, live music by 
Aroot’s Bazaar and Neek Bottle » May 8 (7-1pm) 
FESTIVAL VOLUNTEER FAIR TransAlta Arts 
Barns, 10330-84 Ave « Features arts and culture- 
related festivals that need volunteers « Wed, May 
13, 3-8pm, www-volunteeredmonton.com 

LIFE IS A CABARET! New City Suburbs 10081 
Jasper Ave, 780.492.0614 « It's a cabaret (not the 
musical) with Toronto burlesque pioneers: Skin 
Tight Outta Sight and featuring local burlesque, 
belly dance, tribal fusion, comedy and drag 
show, dancing to follow » May 8, 8:30pm (door), 
gpm (show) « $20 (adv)/$25 (door); adv tickets at 
Earth's General Store, Mars and Venus; www. 
newcitycompound.com 

RISE CELEBRATION Maclab Theatre, Pavilion, 
Citadel Theatre, 780.425.1820 « Edmonton Men- 
nonite Centre for Newcomers, recognizing im- 
migrants for their contributions + May 7, 6:30pm. 
(door), reception to follow « $25 

ROOM TO READ Valley Zoo, 13315 Buena Vista 

Rd Fundraiser to establish libraries, educate girls, 

ish children's books and help build schools 

for children in Asia and Africa. Display at the Saito 
Centre 1-4pm; story time at the Petro Canada The- 
atre 3-4pm + Mother's Day, Sun, May 10 
T.0.F.U. MAGAZINE LAUNCH Hydeaway, 
0209-100 Ave « An Vegan cabaret with music by 
Amanda Rogers, the Coffin Ships (members of 
Fractal Pattern) and others » May 12, 7:30pm 


> 


Three steps back 


Something strange is happening in AL : 
berta. Following the announcement a : 
couple months back that the provincial : 
government was headed in the right di- : 


tacks keep piling up, queers in Alberta 
are starting to wonder why in 
2009 our province seems to be 
headed in exactly the wrong 
direction. 

Lindsay Blackett, Alberta 
minister of culture and com- 
munity spirit, announced in 
March that Alberta would be 
adding sexual orientation to its 
list of human rights protected from 
discrimination, For Alberta's older gener- 


ation the reaction was bittersweet, more : 


of an "Oh, finally" than anything. Younge 
ones reacted with happiness or mild apa- 
thy. But the scary thing was how many 
people were shouting from the rooftops 
"Oh my god, how progressive!" 


was acclaim from gays and straights 


Vriend, and even before. 


Keeping in mind that sexual orientation : 
has already been read in to the Human : 
Rights Act for a decade, it's important : 


to remember that nothing has really 
changed. If the province really did want : 
to do something progressive for LGBTQ : 
Albertans there is a very obvious addi- : 
tion they could have made. Gender iden- : 
tity is not explicitly stated in the act and : 
: blanche to instilling their children with 
and while transgender people are cov- : 
ered under the gender section, this has : 


there's no mention of gender expression 


a limited scope. 


So while sexuality and gender variance = 
are protected, it's easy to see that some- : 
one could be victimized through the : 
backdoor of gender identity and expres- : 
sion. There's no protection for clothing or : 
mannerisms and all the other ways that : 
gender can be displayed. The employer : 
can say he didn't fire the transman be- : 
cause he was trans, but because he was : 
wearing a suit. The landlord will tell you : 
he didn't kick out the lesbians for being : 
gay, but simply because they were just so : 
butch and masculine that it was putting : 
off other tenants. Real progress would ; 
have been new protections, not symboli- : 
: in the Human Rights Act instead of th2 


cally adding one we've had for a decade. 


Still, it's better than nothing. Or it was, : 
until the new attacks started rolling in. : 
And those attacks came straight from : 
the provincial government. Vue Weekly : 
has already covered the gender reassign- : 
ment surgery cuts extensively and! won't : 
get into them, but | will say that the last : 
month has been interesting as the com- : 
munity rallies in support, some of it from = 
unlikely places. Take, for example, the : 
Bear's Yukon "Big Yap" Jack, who took the : 
ultimate typical-straight-guy approach to : 
explaining the necessity of GRS coverage : 
on the typically homo- and transphobic = 
radio station. It's easy to assume that he : 
changed a few minds. I've also seen a lot : 
of warmth come from the people that | ? 
associate with, who've all been a little bit = 


better informed and more understanding : 
: loud and angry in our outrage. W 


of transpeople than | ever expected. 


If there's one thing the cuts have madé 
me realize it's that the average Albertan 
is actually a lot more supportive of the 


: trans community than I'd thought. It's un- 


rection for queer rights, things took a : fortunate that its biggest enemy appears 


turn for the worse; a positive declaration : to be the Alberta government itself. 


has been followed by a negative one. And : 


another bad one. And another. As the at- : the new changes to the Human Rights 


: Act. Along with sexual orientation and 


Then came Bill 44, which introduces 


no gender expression came a "pa- 
rental rights” section, stating 
that parents and guardians 
have the right to remove they ; 
children from “courses of 
study, educational programs 
or instructional materials or 
instruction or exercises" that 
“include subject matter that deals 
explicitly with religion, sexuality or 
sexual orientation.” 
To a certain extent this has always 


: been the case in Alberta, but this showy 
: addition seems to be included specifi- 
: cally to placate people who are upset 
: about the changes to sexual orientation 
= in the legislation. Loudly telling parents 
Progressive? After the government had : 
fought and buried and avoided this feder- : 
ally sanctioned issue for 11 years? There : 
alike that the PCs were actually doing : q 
something new and wholly of their own : 
accord. No thanks to the countless activ- : 
ists who've lobbied for the change since : 


they can pull their kids out of anything 
related to gay issues is like giving carte 


oo 


This has many 
people wondering 
what will happen 
if the issue 
spontaneously 
comes up in class. 
Will a teacher have 
to halt discussion 
until he or she can 
send adequate 
notice home? 


aan “y 


homophobia, and getting the govern 
ment's help in doing it. : 

What the new bill also demands is that 
any course of instruction that covers any 
of the three areas of religion, sexuality 
and sexual orientation must send a let- 
ter home beforehand to inform parents 
that the topic will be discussed. This has 
many people wondering what will hap- 
pen if the issue spontaneously comes 
up in class. Will a teacher have to halt 
discussion until he or she can send ad- 
equate notice home? Or will they have 
to send out any kids from the class who 
have parents who have previously made 
it clear that their child is not to receive 
learning in these areas? 

It's strange that these changes appear 


School Act where they really belong. 
Perhaps that's what happens when you 
have your culture minister in charge of 
human fights. It's all very 1953. 

It makes one wonder how we have a 
majority government so out of touch 
with the concerns of the average Al- 
bertan. I'm constantly surprised and 
impressed with the support for equality 
that exists, so | refuse to believe this is 
what most people in the province want. 
We can't let the government get away 
with their blatant PR move by distract- 
ing the gays so they can destroy trars 
people and instill homophobia into the 
school system. They handed over one 
concession and pulled out the rug in 
three new places. We're doing a disser- 
vice to the next generation if we are not 


> 
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_your inspiration, Taurus. It's a good time to 


HOROSCOPE GQ 3 ; 


ARIES (Mar 21 — Apr 19) 

When they pray, Muslims face the Kaaba, : 
a cube-shaped building in Mecca, Saudi : 
Arabia. Every mosque around the world : 


direction of that holy place. Recently, 
however, worshipers have dis- 
covered that of the older 
mosques in Mecca itself have 
niches that aren't pointing the 
right way. They're concerned 
that the prayers they've dis- 
patched in the past weren't 
aimed correctly. Is it possible that 
there's a comparable scenario in your 
life, Aries? Might you be filled with righ- 

intentions, but not quite delivering = 
them to the correct location? If so, this is : 
an excellent time to make adjustments. 


TAURUS (Apr 20-— May 20) 
In recent decades, many British people : 
with unfortunate surnames have changed : 
them. There are now 40 per cent fewer : 
Shufflebottoms, while the numbers of : 
Cockshotts and Smellies have also de- : 
clined precipitously. Meanwhile, back in P 
the US, the government has re-branded its : 
notorious Global War on Terror, shifting to : 
the more palatable "Overseas Contingency : 
Operation.” | hold these examples up for : 


alter any name or title you've outgrown, as ; 
well as any label that no longer fits or any : 
category you'd like to leave behind. 


: CANCER (Jun 21 — Jul 22) 


: in both modes simultaneously. 


: LEO (Jul 23 — Aug 22) 


get ready for your metaphorical version ? 
of a final exam. 1) Bring your own private : 
cheerleaders in uniform. Have them cheer; : 
loudly whenever you answer a question. 2) : 


™ typically has a niche that shows the precise : Haul in a large, flamboyant idol Set it next : 


to you and pray to it often. 3) Bring a : 

friend to give you a massage the 
VSR entire time. Insist this person is : 
oGY needed because your thoughts : 
flow properly only when your 
circulation is enhanced. 4) Ev- 
ery now and then, clap twice : 
" rapidly. if the teacher asks why, : 
say, "The light bulb that goes on : 
above my head when | get an idea is : 
hooked up to a Clapper. DUH!" 


: Buster Posey is an up-and-coming baseball : 
: player for the San Francisco Giants. The : 
= poetic incongruity of his name is so apt a 


symbol for your imminent future, 'm mak- : 
ing him your patron saint. According tomy : 
reading of the omens, you'll be called on 
to be like a “Buster’—a macho, pushy, no- : 
nonsense dude who gets things done—but : 
you will also find power in being as delicate : 
and lovely and innocent as the small flow- : 
er bouquet known as a posey. Sometimes = 
it'll make sense to be one or the other. On : 
other occasions, you'll benefit from being : 


wooden backpacks, but hardly anyone was 


able to make it to the bottom without fall- = 
ing, breaking the backpacks, and having to : 
manually herd the runaway cheese the rest : 
of the way. | foresee a similar fate for you, : 
Leo. Youll be asked to do things that are = 
: both fun and frustrating, all in a cause that 


in the Long run will be worthwhile. 


: VIRGO (Aug 23 - Sep 22) 


One of the most successful managers in 


baseball history was Casey Stengel His : 
New York Yankees teams won the world : 
championship seven times. Before the 1953 : 
season, when the Yankees had already won : 
: four consecutive World Series,hemadethe : SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22 — Dec 21) 
: observation that "If we're going to win the : 
? pennant, we've got to start thinking we're 


not as smart as we think we are.” | hope 
some version of those words will come out 


: of your mouth soon, Virgo. As savvy and 
: crafty as you are, you'll have to become : 
even more so in order to pull off the vic- : 
: all your ingenuity to keep your hostility, ir- : 
: ritation, and snark from reaching the surface : 
: and spilling out. And why should you try this : 
: seemingly impossible experiment? Because : 
according to my analysis of the omens, it . : 
: of artist and activist Gabrielle Senz, 
: "I think of Mercury retrograde as a big 


: tory that's almost within your grasp. 


LIBRA (Sep 23 — Oct 22) 


: This notice appeared on a bulletin board : 
at a local nightclub that features hip hop : 
DJs: "Missing: my great-grandmother’s : 
necklace, which dropped off my neck : 
while | was krump dancing last Saturday. It: 

: CAPRICORN (Dec 22 - Jan 19) 


: might have happened when | was doing a : : 
: Did you hear about the older Korean : 


: head spin. The necklace has three strands 


: The Amazing Race is a reality TV show in : 


: which two-member teams compete for : 


GEMINI (May 21 — Jun 20) 
I'm going to quote a few pieces of advice : 
from 2 piece | found on the Internet, "IS : 
Fun Things To Do During a Big, Important : 
Test" | trust that this will stimulate your : 
imagination in all the right ways as you : 


! money and prizes by doing odd feats in 


exotic locales. One especially stupid and : 
awesome task they performed was car- : 
rying 50-pound wheels of cheese down a 
slippery hill in Switzerland. Everyone start- : 
ed out hauling the wheels on cumbersome : 


: of pearls and.a pendant engraved with To ; 
Florence, 1927.’ Contact Monique.” | call : 
this to your attention, Libra, because | : 
= think it's possible that you'll have an expe- : 
? rience somewhat akin to Monique's. Play- : 
ing exuberantly in a very modern style : 
: could result in you losing something from : 
the old days. Unlike Monique, though, | : 
: those persistently frustrated people— 


bet your loss will be liberating. 


! SCORPIO (Oct 23 - Nov 21) 


BBC reported on the growing number of : 
"spiritual tourists" who shop around in their : 
search for inner peace. "We are entering a 
world,” said one expert, "where people 
aren't interested in whether something is 


has the practical value of making you feel 
more at home in the world and more ac- : 
cepting of yourself. 


or at least has resembled them up unt 
now. Soon, | predict, the dogged efforts 


; youve made will finally pay off in at least 
: a modest success, and perhaps even more 
: if you'll make an effort to free your mind 
: of its backlog of sad images, 

: true or not, or whether they believe it or : ‘ 
: not, but whether it works." That would be : 
: a good prescription for you in the coming : 
: months, Scorpio. | recommend that you re- : 
: ject any idea or theory or practice unless it : 


AQUARIUS (Jan 20 ~ Feb 18) 
According to polls, more than half the pop 
ulation believes they are fantastic kissers 


: How did they get that way? Some people 
; say they have rehearsed extensively by 


smoothing the backs of their own hands 


: or rubbing their lips up against posters 


; of celebrities. Whether you've tried these 


| encourage you to attempt a difficult feat: : 


: for a few days, dissolve every burst of an- : 
ger that rises up in you. Squash it. Wrestle it 
: of your astrological cycle—a time when 


into submission. Attack it with love bombs. 


: If you can eradicate the fury at its source, : 
: never even letting it ripen, that would be 
best. But the most important thing istouse : 

PISCES (Feb 19 — Mar 20) 


would bring unexpected improvements in 
your physical and mental health. 


: techniques or have developed other strat. 


egies, Aquarius, | advise you to bone up on 
your skills: Not this week, but soon, you 
will be entering a prime romantic phase 


you will have the potential to accomplish 


: wonders and marvels with your mouth 


How do you deal with those three peri 
ods every year when Mercury is retro 


: grade, as it is between May 7 and 30 


I'd like you to consider the meditations 


: obnoxious Rottweiler on a chain that 


woman who has failed her driving test : 
800 times? Or the American man who : 
has filled out job applications at 25 Pizza : 
¢ me to make fun of what !'m afraid of be- 


Huts in 20 cities without being hired? 


Or the British artist who has completed ; 
over 5000 paintings even though no : 
gallery has ever shown his.work? There : 
: rewards my instinct to willingly depart 
: from my plans and projections.” W 


is something about you that resembles 


: bares its teeth, lunging and barking as 


| walk by. | can choose to experience it 
in one of three ways: 1) as a frighten- 
ing moment that catches me off guard 
2) as a humorous interlude that allow: 


cause | know it can't hurt me; 3) as an 
opportunity to change my route, usually 
leading to some wonderful surprise that 


CLASSIFIEDS 


FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 780.426.2889 
OR EMAIL LISTINGS@ VUEWEEKLY.COM 
DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 3PM 


BIGGEST HEALTH 
DISCOVERY IN 
20 YEARS! 


This patented product 
will be the next 


BILLION DOLLAR GIANT! 


Great opportunity to improve 
your health and wealth! 


For more info call Ken 


780-454-6971 


www.maxtrax4u.com/kengeths 


Free Acting Classes. 
sign up at freeactingtips.net 
Audition and camera tips. 
wwwwvadastudios.com 


DRAMAWORKS & ARTSTREK 
Theatre workshops for adults & teens. July 
2005. 780.422.8162 | www.theatrealberta.com 
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PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE POSTER SHOE 
ry Bhd 4300108 


Affordable picture 
8126 


Tired of working someone else's dream? 
What do the rich know that you dont? 
Groundbreaking opportunity, new in Canada. 
Financial freedom is here! 780-994-2760 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH 
ENGLISH: We train you to teach. 1000’s of jobs 
around the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St 

Call for info pack 1.888.270.2941 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume at 
10536 -124 Street 


Are you Looking for an administrative 
challenge that you can put your heart into? 
Do you love to leam new things about health 
and social issues? 

Ever wanted to help an organization work 
with both grassroots organizations and the 
government? 


We offer a competitive salary and wage 
package 
Contact Brent Ramsay at 
acchdirector@gmail.com today for details. 
Closing date: 430 pm, Monday May Tl, 2009 


Efficient and accurate finance rep needed to 

work for our aid. You must have good typing 
and computer skills and must be accurate. No 
job experience is needed as any job experience 
may apply. You will earn $2900 monthly. Email 
me at financereploogi01@live.com if interested 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. 
Looking for reliable, responsible person. 

Ph 780.907.0570 


LOST AND FOUND 


Lost and Wanted: Blue and white poncho, last 
seen at the Black Dog Freehouse between 1 am 
-2 am Easter Monday morning. No questions 
asked. Call me at 780.953.8754. Please don't 
machine dry. Return my Famous Blue Poncho! 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 780.221.3116 
Quality music instruction since 1982. 
Guitarist. Educator, 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


LOS ANGELES DIRECTOR, TOM LOGAN 
Edmonton, May 29, 30, 31, 2009. 
Acting for Film and TY Workshops 
Don't miss out learning from the BEST! 
Book your spot in the class today! 
(780) 975.7022 


HAVE YOU HAD 
A SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE? 
FREE WORKSHOP 
Sat May 9, 1-3 pm 
Orange Ha! 

10335 - 84 Ave., Edmonton 
780-490-1229 
Presented by RCKANKAR 
www.eckankar.org 
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ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE+FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? 
Want someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words 
FREE, providing the ad is non-profit. Ads of more 
than 20 words subject to regular price or cruel 
editing. Free ads must be submitted in writing, in 
person or by fax. Free ads will run for four weeks, 
if you want to renew or cancel please phone 
Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m office@ 
wueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 St. 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon qailtle space 


WE’RE 


Artist/graphic designer needed to do CD cover 
art, and possible booklet-good, creative con- 
cept. Also filmmaker wanted to do simple, live. 
in-studio film clip. E: Nick at nickfree@shaw.ca 


Steeps—Old Glenora: for open mic-Spoken 
word. 1st Thursday every month. Contact Adam 
Snider to sign up adam.snider@gmail.com 


The Works Art and Design Festival CALL TO 
ENTER!!! Deadlines are fast approaching! Chalk 
Art Deadline May 15. load applications 
from www.theworks.ab.ca or call Glyn at 
780.426.2122 ext. 234 


HIRING 


Public Outreach, Canada’s leader in face-to-face 
fundraising, is currently hiring its fall staff. Our 
fundraisers spread awareness and raise funds 
for a select group of non profits. 


* $12/h, guaranteed wage 


* Flexible hours 


* Travel and advancement opportunities 


*« Perks such as daily coffee and treats 


* Friendly, socially conscious co-workers 


* A tun, dynamic, and inspiring work environment 


Work to make a difference today! 


www.publicoutreach.ca 


edmontonjobs@publicoutreach.ca 


780-436-9896 


rent one got hit by a bus. There were cooler, 

: smoother guys, he'd point out, and guys 

pve Sere like George Clooney, so 
a 

old him why—because he genuinely 

likes women—he finally believed 


he dislikes women, and he does, 
say he's genuinely interested 
In what they have to say. My 
bet’s on not so comfortable with 
women but likes them fine. Next? 


mn pattern for straight ; for the relationship she wants, and when she 
men; I'm not letting : meets someone who meets them, she sticks 
but I don't think : with it. Of course a deal-breaker could pop 
was remind- : up, but she is not poised to run. My M.O. was 
A usband used to : always to bail at the slightest uncertainty. 
ways had a girlfriend and : But when some stuff came up with us she 
le or two waiting— : wouldn't let me As we've worked through 
sidelines—in case the cur- : those we have built trust and grown closer. 


LEAD guitarist needed for Death / Black Metal 
band. Must have pro gear, be willing to tour 
and be 18+. Call 780.691.6915 


Strong vocalist looking for guitarist for collabo- 
ration Ph 780.421.1910 


WANTED: JAMMERS for open public monthly 
jam on the second Sunday of the month at 
9119-228A Ave. Rock, country & old time music. 
Ph, 780.973.5593, randyglen@JumpUpDj.com 


Do you remember someone who believed in 
you when you were a child? Be that person in a 
child's life today. All it takes is one hour a week, 

which may not be much to you but will make 
all the difference in the life of a child. Be a Big 

Brother or Big Sister! Be a Mentor! Call Big 
Brother Big Sister today. 780.424.8181 


VOLUNTEER-FREEWILL SHAKESPEARE 
FESTIVAL, outdoor theatre for Front-of-House 
during this summer's productions of Titus An- 
dronicus and Comedy of Errors. Info: Cassandra 

at 780.425.8086, volunteer@freewillshake- 

speare.com 


SEE eee 
Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old. 
www.youthvolunteer.ca 


VOLUNTEER FOR THE UNDERWEAR AFFAIR! 
sk walk/10 km run benefiting the Alberta Cancer 
Se a gated. 
ao. Training provided on-site. Sign-up at www. 
‘aneaverthesure org or call 780.422320 for info 


J EE Ee —EEeEeeeee 
BECOME A FESTIVAL VOLUNTEER: Festival 
Volunteer Fair on Wed, May 13, 3-8pm at the 

‘TransAlta Arts Barns, 10330-84 Ave 


J) 2 eee ee 
‘A'Taste of Edmonton Festival, Volunteers needed 
July 17-26. Info: Tracy Hansen T: 780.422.2822, ext 

22, E: thansen@eventsedmonton.ca 


a E—E—E—E——EEE 
THINK YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES TO BE 
“HOMELESS? Spend one night under the stars 
and learn what life is like for many Edmonton 
youth. Registration deadline: May 15, 2009; 


996 from Sam to 5pm Mon-Fri * Email 
- Deadline Tues at Noon « Please print legibly on lines at right + Up to 45 characters par Une + 


parry a 

. = 
a: get ado 
we F' } 


rob@vueweekly.com . Stop by 10303-108 St. Edmonton 


Every letter, space or mark counts as one character * Allow one space following punctuation 


? wouldn't let us quit. Reader B 


different women : 


: somehow managed to get dumped by ev- 
: ery woman he's seen except the one who 


: propriate choice. Or do you think a serial 
: dumpee can learn to "not let® dumping 
: happen, as your girlfriend did with you? 


: My suspicion is your letter-writers lack a 
large network of friends, male or female. 
lve observed that people who can make 
riends have the easiest times getting 
dates. Even "boring" people can stop being 
boring if they develop interesting interests 
: they can share When | was single, most 
: of my dates were referrals from my social 
: network. There is an old adage: "To have 
: a friend, you have to be one." That sadly, 


register at wwwiyess.org 


Guermlla Gardening need volunteers. E: theur- 
bangreening@gmail.com, T: 780.432.6181 for 
info, Facebook: http://edmontongg.blogspot. 

com 


Mill Woods Family Resource Centre / Board 
Recruiting 2009. To learn more about our 
agency, visit us at: www.mwireorg 


Volunteers Needed for Human Rights Educa- 
tion Pro, Recruitment for John Humphrey 
Centre for Peace & Human Rights’ Youth Edu- 
cators for Human Rights volunteer program. 
Training: June 27, 9:30am-4:30pm (lunch in- 
cluded). register, please contact: Carrie Malloy 
E; carrie@jhcentre.org / T: 780.453.2638 


Edmonton Bicycle Commuters (EBC) is looking 
for people to help at the shop or with other tasks. 
Contact: info@edmontonbikes.ca 


Volunteers needed to “make fun" at the 
Edmonton International Street Performers 
Festival minning July 3-22; apply online at 
www.edmontonstreetfest.com; E: volunteer@ 
edmontonstreetfest.com; T: Liz Allison-Jorde 
780.425.5162. Volunteers must be a minimum 
of 14 yrs old 


The Carrot needs volunteer barristas for weekly 
or biweekly shifts (training provided). Volunteer 
host to introduce Friday night’s musical acts. 
Volunteer cleaners (weekly or biweekly clean- 
ing). If any of these jobs appeal to you contact 
Irene at 7870.471.1580, info@artsontheave.org 


ee 
Team Diabetes is looking for adults of ALL 
fitness levels to walk/run in destinations such 
as Athens, Honolulu or Calgary to help raise 
awareness and funds for diabetes research and 
education. Ph: Canadian Diabetes Association 
at 403.266.0620 


es SS eee 
Do you love the ARTS? Join us and be a part of 
North America's LARGEST Outdoor FREE Art 
& Design Festival! Volunteer! Download your 
application at www.theworks.ab.ca 


Se eee 
Pilgrims Hospice Society (9808-148 St) looking 
for part-time cook (appx 8-20/day) for Mon, 


HAD ENOUGH? 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS 780.425.2715 


} must be their character flaw. -Reader C 


Mmmkay..1 think you're right that hav- 


7 This guy spent 10 years in an unhappy 
: relationship. | don't think he knows what : 


: companionship really means. He also 
= was for some reason an immensely inap- : 


treats dating like a chore."He dates so he 


: I've never had any problem meeting 
: women. Unlike LG, | can't tell you how 
; : many times I've been told I'm a nice 
3 : ing friends helps, on a practical level in : 
: | know shell still be there tomorrow and she : that friends have friends, and probably on : 
: knows Ill be there too. I'm grateful that she : some sort of meta-level as well. | was not : 
: precisely calling for people to pinpoint 
: : LG's "character flaw’ though, sheesh. 
: Actually a great point about dating in : 


+ general, but not helpful to a guy who has : 
us. Lonely Guy doesn't seem like : 


+ guy, because people never tell me that 


People like me, and I'm not a jerk ¥o 


: women any more than | am to anyone 
: else. What | do think is that people are 
+ attracted to confidence and are gener- 
; ally more interested in people who are 
+ interesting. You don't have to be an as- 
: shole to be interesting, but maybe he 
: has become such a good listener that 


: the interesting things about him never 
? can ... stop dating? If you're lonely, get a : 


: + even come across. 
: dog. -Reader D : 


If he insists on using online dating, he 


: should 1) try Chemistry.gom instead of 
Yes, LG, stop treating meeting womenas : 


: the equivalent of cleaning out your veg- 
+ etable drawer. Once D added "get a dog" 
: to Reader C's suggestion about cultivating 
: "interesting interests,” though, my mind 
: strayed to my favourite piece of dating 
: advice ever, culled from a Mademoiselle : 
+ article | read in college: "Walk an interest- : 
+ ing dog." have met many dogs since then, 
: and often wondered which of them quali- 
? fied as interesting enough. 
‘ 


Match.com and 2) never write a prof 


: describing himself as "nice." He should 
: talk about hobbies or interests, (if he 
: doesn't have any, he should get some, 
: or at least get a dog) and 3) rent The 
: Tao of Steve. -Reader E 


Ha ha! OK, SG, get a life, or get a dog, 


+ and write a niceness-free profile. Reader E 


: may bea jerk but he gave the best answer. 
: Love, Andrea 


Tues, Wed. Requirements meal planning, 
shopping, working with volunteers, working 
independently, and a valid food safety certifi- 


cate. Send resume: JakieD @pilgrimshospice.ca 


or fax at 780.413.9748 


Volunteer drivers and kitchen help urgently 
needed. If you're available weekdays, 10am-1- 
pm call Meals on Wheels. 780.429.2020 


Volunteer with your Pet, The Chimo Animal 


Assisted Therapy Project uses animals in 


therapy sessions with trained therapists to help 


the clients achieve specific goals. Info: www. 


chimoproject.ca. E: volunteer@chimoproject.ca 


or T: 780.452.2452 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking 
for enthusiastic volunteers for presentations 


and special events. Call Carmen at 780.444.1547 


Have some time to do good things? Why 
not volunteer with HIV Edmonton! Our 
volunteers are fun, outgoing and care about 
our community. We have many opportuni- 
tles for all skill levels, we offer a welcoming 
non-judgmental environment where every- 
‘one can work towards a common cause. 


Contact Helen L, Volunteer Coordinator for 
more Information at: helen.|@hivedmonton. 
com or 780.488.5742 Ext. 227. To learn 
more about what we do at HIV Edmonton, 
check out our website at www.hivedmon- 
ton.com or join the Facebook group, HIV 
Edmonton Volunteers. 
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LOCAL CHAT. GALL FREE: code 2315 


Dr’s Appointment Buddy—Accompany new 
refugee immigrants to their medical appoint- 
ments to give support and assist with paper- 
work. Thu, 10:30am-2:30pm. Transportation np 
required. Leslie 780.432.1137, ext 357 


PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society needs 
volunteers to work with adult students in the 
ESL English as a Second Language Program. 

Call 780.424.5514 Training and materials are 

provided 


SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FOOD BANK 


ADULT 


Venus Spa 
New owner/exotic beauties. > 
Affordable rates 
10048 163 St, hrs 1oam -1pm 
780 444 28 


SteamWorks Gay & Bi Mens Bathhouse. 
24/7 
11745 Jasper Ave. 780.451.5554 
www.steamworksedmonton.com 


780.413.7122 


THE BACK // 39 


THE RESPEI 
PL nook i 


Sweet Mama 
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PILOT SPEED 


Wooden Bones — 


give 
the HMV Qift Card 
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